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Semester Paper 

1st Semester POL01-01:IntroductiontoPoliticalTheory(Core) 

2ndSemester POL02-01:IndianGovt.&Politics(Core) 

3rdSemester POL03-01:PerspectivesonPublicAdministration(Core) 

4thSemester POL04-01:UnderstandingInternationalRelations(Compulsory) 
POL04-02:PoliticalTheory:ConceptsandDebates(Compulsory) 
POL04-03:PoliticalProcessesinIndia(Compulsory) 
POL04-04:PublicPolicyandAdministrationinIndia(Compulsory) 

5thSemester POL05-01:WesternPoliticalPhilosophy(Compulsory) 
POL05-02:IndianPoliticalThought(Compulsory) 
POL05-03a:UnitedNationsandGlobalConflict(Optional) 
POL05-03b:OptionalComparativeGovernmentandPolitics 
(Optional) 
POL05-04a: Introduction to India’s Foreign Policy(Optional) 
POL05-04b:UnderstandingSouthAsia(Optional) 

6thSemester POL06-01:HumanRights:TraditionsandDebates(Compulsory) POL06-
02:Feminism:TheoryandPractice(Compulsory) 
POL06-03a:PoliticsinNortheastIndia(Optional) POL06-
03b:ConflictandPeaceBuilding(Optional) 
POL06-04a:RuralLocalGovernance:Theory&Practice(Optional) POL06-
04b:UrbanLocalGovernance:Theory&Practice(Optional) 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:1stSemester 

CourseName:POL01-01:IntroductiontoPoliticalTheory(Core) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:100 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.BarasaDeka,GauhatiUniversity,barasajnu@gmail.com 

Dr.JoannaMahjebeen,GauhatiUniversity,jmajebeen@gmail.com 

Dr.PallabiMedhi,GuwahatiCollege,Guwahati,pallabiamal@gmail.com 

 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• This course aims to introduce the students to the idea of political theory, its history and 

approaches,andanassessmentofitscriticalandcontemporarytrends. 

• Itisalsodesignedtointroducethebasicconceptsofpoliticaltheory. 

• The course also attempts reconcile political theory and practice through reflections on the 

ideasandpracticesrelatedtodemocracy. 

 
CourseOutcomes: 

• Aftercompletingthecoursestudentswillbebetterequippedtounderstandthekeyconcepts 

inpoliticaltheoryandvariousrelatedconceptualcategories. 

• Theywillalsobeinabetterpositiontoengageinapplicationofconceptsandunderstandthe limitations. 

mailto:barasajnu@gmail.com
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• Itwill also helpindevelopingcriticalthinkingregardingthefunctioningofthepolitical 

systeminrelationtothecontextthestudentsaresituatedin. 

• The foundation for understanding the contemporary political developments would also be 

laiddownbythecourse. 

 

 
UnitI:UnderstandingPoliticalTheory 

 

a. WhatisPolitics? 

b. WhatisPoliticalTheory? 

c. Relevanceofpoliticaltheory 

 

 
UnitII:ApproachesandContemporaryPerspectivesonPoliticalTheory 

 

a. Liberal 

b. Marxist 

c. Feminist 

 
UnitIII:ConceptsinPoliticalTheory 

 

a. State 

b. Rights 

c. Liberty 

 

d. Equality 

e. Justice 

 
UnitIV:UnderstandingDemocracy 

 

a. ConceptofDemocracy 

b. Typesofdemocracy 

c. Critiqueofdemocracy 



 

ReadingsList: 

 

Unit-I 

Bellamy,R.(1993)‘Introduction:TheDemiseandRiseofPoliticalTheory’,inBellamy,R.(ed.) 

TheoriesandConceptsofPolitics.NewYork:ManchesterUniversityPress,pp.1-14. 

Bhargava,R.(2008)‘WhatisPoliticalTheory’,inBhargava,RandAcharya,A.(eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.2-16. 

Bharghava, R, ‘WhyDo We Need Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.)Political 

Theory: An Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.17-36. 

Mukherjee,S.andRamaswami,S.(1999).WhatisPoliticalTheoryinMukherjee,S.and 

Ramaswami,S.AHistoryofPoliticalThought:PlatotoMarx.NewDelhi,PrenticeHallofIndia Pvt.Ltd.Pp.1-

8 

Mukhopadhyay,A.K.(2019),AnIntroductiontoPoliticalTheory,NewDelhi:SagePublications 

Sabine,GeorgeH.(1939)WhatisAPoliticalTheory?intheJournalofPolitics,Vol.1,No1.Pp.1- 16 

Unit-II 

Asirvatham,E&K.K.Misra(1998),PoliticalTheory,UpperIndiaPublishing,pp.20-39. 

Callinicos,A.(2004)“MarxismandPolitics”ininLeftwich,A.(ed.)WhatisPolitics?Cambridge, 

PolityPress,pp.53-65 

Corrin, Chris(1999), Feminist perspectives on Politics, Routledge, London and New York, pp. 1-18. 

Gauba, O.P (2009), AnIntroduction to Political Theory, Macmillan Publishers India Ltd, pp. 80-93. 

Glaser,D.(1995)‘NormativeTheory’,inMarsh,D.andStoker,G.(eds.)TheoryandMethodsin 

PoliticalScience.London:Macmillan,pp.21-40. 

Menon,N.(2008)‘Gender’,inBhargava,R.andAcharya,A.(eds.)PoliticalTheory:An 

Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.224-235. 

Sanders, D. (1995) ‘Behavioral Analysis’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) TheoryandMethodsin 

PoliticalScience.London:Macmillan,pp.58-75. 



 

Squires,J.(2004)‘PoliticsBeyondBoundaries:AFeministPerspective’inLeftwich,A.(ed.)What 

isPolitics?Cambridge,PolityPress,pp.119-134 

Unit-III 

Acharya, A. (2008) ‘Equality’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.58-73. 

Das,S.(2008)‘State’,inBhargava,R.andAcharya,A.(eds.)PoliticalTheory:AnIntroduction. 

NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.170-187. 

 

Menon,K.(2008)Justice’,inBhargava,R.andAcharya,A.(eds.)PoliticalTheory:AnIntroduction. 

NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.74-82. 

Shorten,A.(2008)‘NationandState’,inMcKinnon,C.(ed.)IssuesinPoliticalTheory,NewYork: 

OxfordUniversityPress,pp.33-55. 

Sriranjani,V.(2008)‘Liberty’,inBhargava,R.andAcharya,A.(eds.)PoliticalTheory:An 

Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.40-57. 

Talukdar,P.S.(2008)‘Rights’,inBhargava,R.andAcharya,A.(eds.)PoliticalTheory:An 

Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.88-105. 

Talukdar, P.S. (2008) ‘Rights’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.88-105. 

Unit-IV 

Acharya, A. (2008) ‘AffirmativeAction’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.)PoliticalTheory: 

AnIntroduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.298-307. 

Arblaster,A.(1994)Democracy.(2ndEdition).Buckingham:OpenUniversityPress. 

 

Christiano,Thomas.(2008)‘Democracy’,inMcKinnon,Catriona.(ed.) IssuesinPoliticalTheory, 

NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.80-96. 



 

Sen,A.(2003)‘FreedomFavoursDevelopment,’inDahl,R.,Shapiro,I.andCheibub,A.J.(eds.) 

TheDemocracySourcebook.Cambridge,Massachusetts:MITPress,pp.444-446. 

 

Sethi,A.(2008)‘FreedomofSpeechandtheQuestionofCensorship’,inBhargava,R.And 

Acharya,A.(eds.)PoliticalTheory:AnIntroduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.308-319. 

Srinivasan,J.(2008)‘Democracy’,in Bhargava,R. and Acharya,A. (eds.) PoliticalTheory:An 

Introduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.106-128. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:2ndSemester 

CourseName:POL02-01:IndianGovernmentandPolitics(Core) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:200 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.VikasTripathi,GauhatiUniversity,vikastripathi@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.SumanaDas,B.BaruahCollege,Guwahati,sumana_ghy1@yahoo.com 

 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• Thepaperaimsatintroducingstudentstothenature,emergenceandfunctioningofthe 

ConstitutionofIndia. 

• Thepaperseekstoimpartlearningonthesignificanceoftheideaofcitizenshipandrights 

andhowhasconstitutionincorporatedthemandwhatdoesitreflectonthenatureofIndian 

constitution. 

• Thepaperintendstomakestudentsunderstandthenormativebasisofkeypublicinstitutions 

inIndiaandthenatureoftheirfunctioning. 

• ThepaperaimstoexplorethedistinctivenessofIndianfederalismandhowdoesthe 

emergenceofnewinstitutionslikeNITIAayogreflectonthechangingcharacterof 

federalisminIndia. 

 
CourseOutcomes: 

• Studentswilldevelopanunderstandingofthelegacyofnationalmovementandthe 

mailto:vikastripathi@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:sumana_ghy1@yahoo.com


 

principlesthatshapedtheformationandfunctioningoftheConstituentAssemblyofIndia. 



 

Itwillhelpindevelopingcriticalthinkingaboutroleofideasandnormsinshaping 

democracyinIndia.Itwillmakethemunderstandwhatisconstitutionandhowhasthe 

workingofcontributedtotheconsolidationofdemocracyinIndia. 

• Studentswillbeabletomakesenseoftheinstitutionaldesign,challengesandresilience 

markingkeypublicinstitutionsinIndia. 

• Thestudentswilldevelopbasicunderstandingontheconstitutionalprovisionsrelatedtothe 

legislativeproceduresinIndianParliament.Itwillenhancetheirunderstandingrelatedto 

theprocedures,practicesrelatedtothepassageofabillfromdraftingtoitspassagebythe 

Parliament. 

• Itwillhelpstudentsindevelopinganuancedunderstandingoftheimportanceofstatesin 

IndianpoliticsandhowthechangingcharacteroffederalisminIndiamadestatesthekey player. 

 

 

 
Unit-I:IndianConstitution:EmergenceandDistinctiveness 

a. ConstituentAssembly:HistoricalBackdropandFormation 

b. BasicFeaturesofIndianConstitution 

c. AmendmentofConstitution:NatureandProcedure 

 

 
Unit-II:CitizenshipandRights 

a. Citizenship:MeaningandProvisionsintheConstitution 

b. FundamentalRightsandFundamentalDuties 

c. DirectivePrinciplesofStatePolicy 

 

 
Unit-III:Institutions 

a. TheExecutive:President,PrimeMinisterandtheCouncilofMinisters,Bureaucracyin India 

b. TheParliament:Composition,LegislativeProcedureinParliament,QuestionofDecline 

c. TheJudiciary:TheSupremeCourt,AppointmentofJudges,Independence,Judicial 

Activism 



 

Unit-IV:FederalismandLocalGovernment 

a. NatureofFederalSystem:ConstitutionalProvisions,DistinctiveFeatures,NITIAyogand 

ChangingCharacter 

b. IntegrationofPrincelyStatesinIndia,UnionandItsTerritory 

c. PanchayatiRajInstitutionsinIndia:Emergence,Composition,PowersandFunctions, 

ActualWorking 

 

 
ReadingList: 

Unit-I 

Austin, Granville. 1966. The Indian constitution: cornerstone of a nation. New Delhi: Oxford 

UniversityPress. 

Austin, Granville. 1999. Workinga democratic constitution: the Indian experience. New Delhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress. 

Bhargava,Rajeev.2008.PoliticsandethicsoftheIndianconstitution.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversity Press. 

Bhatia,Gautam.2019.TheTransformativeConstitution:aradicalbiographyinnineacts.NewDelhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress. 

Chaube,ShibaniKinkar.2000.ConstituentassemblyofIndia:springboardofrevolution.NewDelhi: 

ManoharPublishers&Distributors. 

Choudhry,Sujit,MadhavKhosla&PratapBhanuMehta.2016.TheOxfordHandbookoftheIndian 

Constitution.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Hasan, Zoya, Eswaran Sridharan, and R. Sudarshan. 2004. India's living constitution: 

ideas,practices,controversies.Delhi:PermanentBlack. 



 

IndianPolitics,ContemporaryIssuesandconcerns,M.PSinghandRekhaSaxena,PHIpvt.Ltd,New 

Delhi,2008 

Khosla,Madhav.2020.India'sfoundingmoment:theconstitutionofamostsurprising 

democracy.Cambridge,Massachusetts:HarvardUniversityPress. 

Pylee,MV.1967.ConstitutionalHistoryofIndia.Bombay:AsiaPublishingHouse 

 
Unit-II 

 

Austin, Granville. 1966. The Indian constitution: cornerstone of a nation. New 

Delhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Basu,DurgaDas.2022.IntroductiontotheConstitutionofIndia.NewDelhi:LexisNexis 

 

Bhargava,Rajeev.2008.PoliticsandethicsoftheIndianconstitution.NewDelhi:Oxford UniversityPress. 

Choudhry,Sujit,MadhavKhosla&PratapBhanuMehta.2016.TheOxfordHandbookoftheIndian 

Constitution.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress 

Khosla,Madhav.2020.India'sfoundingmoment:theconstitutionofamostsurprising 

democracy.Cambridge,Massachusetts:HarvardUniversityPress. 

Unit-III 

 

Agrawal, Arun. 2005. “The Indian Parliament” in Devesh Kapur and Pratap Bhanu Mehta 

(ed.)PublicInstitutionsinIndia:PerformanceandDesign,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,77-104. 

Burra, Arudra. 2010. “The Indian Civil Service and the nationalist movement: neutrality, politics 

andcontinuity”.Commonwealth&ComparativePolitics.48(4):404-432. 



 

Choudhry, Sujit, Madhav Khosla & Pratap Bhanu Mehta.2016. The Oxford Handbook of the Indian 

Constitution.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress 

Das,SK.2013.TheCivilServicesofIndia.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

 

Hewitt,VernonandShirinM.Rai.2010.“Parliament,”inNirajaGopalJayalandPratapBhanu Mehta(ed.). The 

Oxford companion to politics in India. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp.28- 42. 

M.PSinghandRekhaSaxena.2008.IndianPolitics:ContemporaryIssuesandconcerns,NewDelhi, 

PHIPvt.Ltd. 

Khare, H. 2003. “Prime Minister and Parliament: Redefining accountabilityin the age of 

coalitiongovernment,” in AjayK. Mehra, and G.W. Kueck, (ed.). The Indian Parliament: A 

ComparativePerspective.NewDelhi:Konark,pp.350-368. 

Krishna,Anirudh.2010.“Continuityandchange:theIndianadministrativeservice30yearsago 

andtoday”.Commonwealth&ComparativePolitics.48(4):433-444. 

Manor,James.2015.“ThePresidency,”inDeveshKapur,PratapBhanuMehtaandMilanVaishnav 

(ed.).RethinkingPublicInstitutionsinIndia.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Mehta,PratapBhanu.2007.“Theriseofjudicialsovereignty,”JournalofDemocracy18(2),pp.70- 83. 

Saxena, N. C. 2010. “The IAS officer - predator or victim?” Commonwealth & Comparative 

Politics.48(4):445-456. 

Shankar,B.L.,andValerianRodrigues.2010.TheIndianParliament:ademocracyatwork. 

Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress. 



 

Shankar,Shylashri.2009.Scalingjustice:India'sSupremeCourt,anti-terrorlaws,andsocial 

rights.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Verma,RahulandVikasTripathi.2013.MakingSenseoftheHouse:ExplainingtheDeclineof 

theIndianParliamentamidstDemocratization,StudiesinIndianPolitics,1(2),pp.153-177. 

Unit-IV 

 

Arora Balveer. 2015. “Foundations and Development of Indian Federalism: Lessons Learnt 

andUnlearnt”,Yojana,pp.22-26. 

Arora,Balveer.et.al.2013.“Indianfederalism,”inK.C.Suri(ed.)ICSSRResearchSurveys 

andExplorations: Political Science: Indian Democracy, Volume 2. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

Indian Politics, Contemporary Issues and Concerns, M.P Singh and Rekha Saxena, PHI pvt. Ltd, 

NewDelhi,2008. 

Krishna, Anirudh. 2010. “Local Politics”, in: Mehta, Pratap B. and Niraja Gopal Jayal (eds.).The 

OxfordCompaniontoPoliticsinIndia.NewDelhietal.:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.299-316 

Kumar,Rajiv.2021.“NITIAayog:RedefiningFederalism”,Yojana,pp.8-11. 

 

Manor, James. 2010. “Local Governance”, in: Mehta, Pratap B. and Niraja Gopal Jayal (eds.).The 

OxfordCompaniontoPoliticsinIndia.NewDelhietal.:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.61-79. 

PehlMalteandSubtraMitra.2010.“Federalism”,in:Mehta,PratapB.andNirajaGopalJayal (eds.).The 

OxfordCompanion to Politics in India. NewDelhi et al.: OxfordUniversityPress, pp.43- 60. 

Rao, M Govind. 2016. Role and Functions ofNITIAayog, Economic and Political Weekly, pp. 13- 

16,Vol.50No.4 



 

Tillin,Louise.2019.IndianFederalism.(OSIIC)NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:3rdSemester 

CourseName:POL03-01:PerspectivesonPublicAdministration(Core) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:300 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Prof.JayantaKrishnaSarmah,GauhatiUniversity,jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.inProf.Dhru

baPratimSharma,GauhatiUniversity,dhruba75@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.DigantaKalita,B.P.ChalihaCollege,Nagarbera,dkalita72@gmail.com 

 

 

CourseObjectives: 

• Thecourseseekstoprovidean introductiontothedisciplineofPublicAdministrationandits significancein 

contemporarytimes. 

• ThecourseaimstoencompassPublicAdministrationinitshistoricalcontextwithan 

emphasisonthevariousclassicalandcontemporaryadministrativetheories. 

• The course intends to explore some of the recent trends including good governance, new 

public management, feminism, ecological conservation and how the call for greater 

democratization is restructuring public administration. 

• The course attempts to provide the students a comprehensive understanding on contemporary 

administrativedevelopments. 

CourseOutcomes: 

mailto:jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:dhruba75@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:dkalita72@gmail.com


 

• StudentswilllearnthebasicconceptsrelatedtoPublicAdministrationanditssignificance 



 

• Students will understand the major classical and contemporary administrative theories and 

approachesandacriticalthinkingonthem. 

• It will help students to understand importance of personnel administration in an 

administrative system andissues relatedtoitincludingcivilservice neutrality andneed,role 

andindependenceofPublicServiceCommission. 

• Studentswilldevelopbasicunderstandingonrecentdebatesinpublic administration. 

 
Unit-I:PublicAdministrationasaDiscipline 

 

a. Meaning,DimensionsandSignificance 

b. PublicandPrivateAdministration 

c. EvolutionofPublicAdministration 

 
Unit-II:TheoreticalPerspectives 

 

a. ScientificManagement(FrederickWinslowTaylor) 

b. AdministrativeManagement(LutherGulick,LyndallUrwickandHenriFayol) 

c. Ideal-TypeBureaucracy(MaxWeber) 

d. HumanRelationsTheory(GeorgeEltonMayo) 

e. EcologicalApproach(FredWarrenRiggs) 

 
Unit-III:PersonnelAdministration 

 

a. Recruitment-Training-Promotion 

b. PublicServiceCommission:Need,RoleandIndependence 

c. NeutralityinthePublicService 

 
Unit-IV:MajorApproachesinPublicAdministration 

 

a. NewPublicServiceApproach 

b. NewPublicManagement 

c. GoodGovernance 

d. FeministPerspective 



 

ReadingList: 

 

Unit-I 

 

Basu,Rumki,PublicAdministration:ConceptsandTheories,SterlingPublishers,NewDelhi,2014 

D.Rosenbloom,R.KravchukandR.Clerkin,(2009)PublicAdministration:Understanding 

Management,PoliticsandLawinPublicSector,7thEdition,NewDelhi:McGrawHill,pp.1-40 

G.Alhson(1997):‘PublicandPrivateManagement’,inShafritz,J.andHyde,A(eds)Classicsof 

PublicAdministration,4thEdition.ForthWorth:HartcourtBrace.TX.PP510-529 

M.Bhattacharya(2008)NewHorizonsofPublicAdministration,5thRevisedEdition.NewDelhi:JawaharPubli

shers,pp37-44 

M. Bhattacharya , RestructuringPublicAdministration:ANew

 Look,NewDelhi:JawaharPub

lishers,2012 

M.Bhattacharya,NewHorizonsofPublicAdministration,NewDelhi:JawaharPublishers,2011 

N.Henry,PublicAdministrationandPublicAffairs,12thEdition,NewJersey:Pearson,2013 

NicholasHenry,PublicAdministrationandPublicAffairs,PrenticeHall,1999 

P.DunleavyandC.Hood,‘FromoldPublicAdministrationtoNewPublicManagement’,Public 

MoneyandManagement,VOL.XIVNo3,1994 

W.Wilson(2004)‘TheStudyofAdministration’,inB.ChakravartyandM.Bhattacharya(eds), 

AdministrativeChangeandInnovation:aReader,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.85-101. 

 
Unit-II 

A.Singh,PublicAdministration:RootsandWings.NewDelhi:GalgotiaPublishingCompany,2002 

B.Miner,‘EltonMayoandHawthrone’,inOrganisationalBehaviour3:HistoricalOriginsandthe Future. 

NewYork:M.E.Sharpe,2006 

D.Gvishiani,OrganisationandManagement,Moscow:ProgressPublishers,1972 

D.Gvishiani,OrganisationandManagement,Moscow:ProgressPublishers,1972 



 

D.RavindraPrasad,Y.Pardhasaradhi,V.S.PrasadandP.Satyrnarayana,[eds.],Administrative 

Thinkers,SterlingPublishers,2010 

E.J.Ferreira,A.W.ErasmusandD.Groenewald,AdministrativeManagement,JutaAcademics, 2010 

F.Riggs,AdministrationinDevelopingCountries:TheTheoryofPrismaticSociety.Boston: 

HoughtonMiffin,1964 

F.Taylor,‘ScientificManagement’,inJ.Shafritz,andA.Hyde,(eds.) ClassicsofPublic 

Administration,5thEdition.Belmont:Wadsworth,2004 

M.Weber,‘Bureaucracy’,inC.Mills,andH.Gerth,From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology.Oxford: 

OxfordUniversityPress,1946 

P.Mouzelis,‘TheIdealTypeofBureaucracy’inB.Chakrabarty,AndM.Bhattacharya,(eds),Public 

Administration:AReader,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,2003 

R.Arora,‘Riggs’AdministrativeEcology’inB.ChakrabartyandM.Bhattacharya(eds),Public 

Administration:Areader,NewDelhi,OxfordUniversityPress,2003 

Warren.G.Bennis,BeyondBureaucracy,McGrawHill,1973 

 
Unit-III 

 

Appleby, H Paul, ‘Public Administration in India’, Report of a survey, Manager of a publication, 

Govt.ofIndia,Delhi,1953,p-12. 

Article319oftheIndianConstitution. 

Articles315to317oftheIndianConstitution. 

Chopra,K.Rakesh,ManagementofHumanResources,V.K.PublishingHouseBarrelly,1989,p- 10,20. 

FirstReportofUPSC,1951,P-9. 

Gladden,TheCivilService:ItsProblemsandFuture,p-88,180. 



 

Goel,S.L.,Personnel Administration and Management:SterlingPublishers,NewDelhi,1993(ed) p-

7,40,105-111. 

JournalofPublicAdministration,Vol-XXXI,1153. 

Jucious,M.J.Personnel Management,RichardInco,Illinois,p-2. 

Pfiffner,PublicAdministration,p-251. 

Pigors,P,andMyres,C.A.,PersonnelAdministration:McGrawHill,Tokyo,1961,p-1. 

Rastogi,T.N.,PersonnelManagement,PerspectersandTechniques,AnandPublicationPvt.Ltd, 

NewDelhi,1995, p-46,54,137. 

RefurbishingofPersonnelAdministration-ScalingNewHeights. 

ReportoftheRoyalCommissionontheCivilServices,1929-31,pp,6-69. 

TenthReportsoftheSecondAdministrativeReformsCommission(RelevantPortions) 

https://darpg.gov.in/sites/default/files/personnel_administration10.pdf. 

TheCivilServices(Classification,ControlandAppeal),Rules.Nos38,39,42and44. 

Tickner,E.J.,ModernStaffTraining,p-9. 

Unit-IV 

A.Gray,andB.Jenkins,‘FromPublicAdministrationtoPublicManagement’inE.OtenyoandN. 

Lind,(eds.)ComparativePublicAdministration:TheEssentialReadings:OxfordUniversityPress, 1997. 

A. Leftwich, ‘Governance in the State and the Politics of Development’, in Developmentand 

Change.Vol.25,1994. 

B.Chakrabarty,ReinventingPublicAdministration:TheIndiaExperience.NewDelhi:Orient 

Longman,2007. 

Basu,Rumki, Public Administrationin the 21st Century: A Global South Perspective, Taylor and 

Franchis,2019. 



 

C.Hood,‘APublicManagementforAllSeasons’,inJ.Shafritz,&A.Hyde,(eds.)Classics of Public 

Administration,5thEdition,Belmont:Wadsworth,2004. 

F.Riggs,TheEcologyofPublicAdministration,Part3,NewDelhi:AsiaPublishingHouse,1961. 

H.Frederickson,‘TowardaNewPublicAdministration’,inJ.Shafritz,&A.Hyde,(eds.)Classics of Public 

Administration,5thEdition,Belmont:Wadsworth,2004. 

M.Bhattacharya,‘Chapter2and4’,inSocial Theory, Development Administration and Development 

Ethics,NewDelhi:JawaharPublishers,2006. 

M. Bhattacharya, ‘Contextualizing Governance and Development’ in B. Chakrabarty and M. 

Bhattacharya,(eds.)TheGovernance Discourse.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,1998. 

M.Bhattacharya,PublicAdministration:IssuesandPerspectives,NewDelhi:JawaharPublishers, 2012. 

R.B.Denhart&J.V.Denhart[ArizonaStateUniversity]“TheNewPublicService:ServingRathet 

ThanSteering”,inPublicAdministrationReview,Volume60,No-6,November-December2000. 

Singh,Shivani.(2016),Governance:IssuesandChallenges,NewDelhi,SagePublications. 

Stivers,Camilla,‘FeministTheoryofPublicAdministration’in DefiningPublicAdministration, eBookISBN-

9780429501074,2000. 

U.Medury,Publicadministrationin theGlobalisationEra,NewDelhi:OrientBlackSwan,2010. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:4thSemester 

CourseName:POL04-01:UnderstandingInternationalRelations(Compulsory) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:400 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.ShubhrajeetKonwer,GauhatiUniversity, 

sk489@gauhati.ac.inDr.RubulPatgiri,GauhatiUniversity,rubulpatgiri

@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.AnubhavSarma,DamdamaCollege,Kulhati,anubhabsarmah1988@gmail.com 

 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• Thecourseaimstointroducethestudentstothebasicunderstandingofinternationalrelations. 

• Tothegrowinglinkages andinteractionsbetween domesticandinternationalissuesunderthe evolving 

process of globalization imperative for knowing and understanding global politics 

isincreasinglybeingfelt. 

• Thecourseisdesignedtoequipthestudentswiththeoretical,historicalandconceptual insights to 

understand the evolving dynamics of international relations. 

CourseOutcomes: 

• Tomakestudentsunderstand thekeytheoreticalapproachesininternationalrelations 

• Tofamiliarizestudentswiththehistoryofevolutionofinternationalrelationsinthetwentieth 
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century 

• Toenablestudentstocomprehendthenatureofglobaleconomy. 

• Todemonstratethebasicknowledgeofsomeofthecontemporaryglobalissues. 



 

Unit-I:TheoreticalPerspectives 

a. ClassicalRealismandNeo-Realism 

b. LiberalismandNeo-Liberalism 

c. MarxistApproaches 

d. FeministPerspective 

 
Unit-II:AnOverviewofTwentiethCenturyIRHistory-WorldWarIIonwards 

 

a. WorldWarII:CausesandConsequences 

b. Origin,EvolutionandEndoftheColdWar 

c. PostColdWarEraandEmergingCentresofPower 

 
Unit-III:TheGlobalEconomy 

 

a. GlobaleconomicorderandtheBrettonWoodsInstitutions(IMF,WBandWTO) 

b. NeoliberalEconomicPolicies-EconomicGlobalizationandTNCs 

c. RegionalismandRegionalEconomicGroupings-ASEANandEuropeanUnion 

d. EmergingMultilateralism-G20andBRICS 

 
Unit-IV:ContemporaryGlobalIssues 

 

a. EcologicalIssues 

b. InternationalTerrorism 

c. HumanSecurity 

d. Migration 

 

 
ReadingList: 

 

Unit-I 

 

A.Frank,(1966)‘TheDevelopmentofUnderdevelopment’MonthlyReview,pp.17-30. 

E.Carr,(1981)TheTwentyYearsCrisis,1919-1939:AnIntroductiontotheStudyofInternational 

Relations,London:Macmillan,pp.63-94. 

F.Halliday,(1994)RethinkingInternationalRelations,London:Macmillan,pp.147-166. 



 

H.Bull,(2000)‘TheBalanceofPowerandInternationalOrder’,inM.SmithandR.Little(eds), 

PerspectivesonWorldPolitics,NewYork:Routledge,pp.115-124. 

H.Morgenthau,(2007)‘SixPrinciplesofPoliticalRealism’,inR.ArtandR.Jervis,International 

Politics,8thEdition,NewYork:PearsonLongman,pp.7-14 

I.Wallerstein,(2000)‘TheRiseandFutureDemiseofWorldCapitalistSystem:Conceptsfor 

ComparativeAnalysis’,inMichaelSmithandRichardLittle(eds), PerspectivesonWorldPolitics, 

NewYork:Routledge,pp.305-317. 

J.Galtung,(2000)‘AStructuralTheoryofImperialism’,inM.SmithandR.Little,(eds), 

PerspectivesonWorldPolitics,NewYork:Routledge,pp.292-304. 

J.GoldsteinandJ.Pevehouse,(2007)InternationalRelations,NewYork:PearsonLongman,pp. 127-

137.R.JacksonandG.Sorensen,(2007)IntroductiontoInternationalRelations:Theoriesand 

Approaches,3rdEdition,Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.97-128. 

J.GoldsteinandJ.Pevehouse,(2007)InternationalRelations,NewYork:PearsonLongman,pp. 494-

496;500-503. 

J.GoldsteinandJ.Pevehouse,(2007)InternationalRelations,NewYork:PearsonLongman,pp. 138-148. 

J.GoldsteinandJ.Pevehouse,(2007)InternationalRelations,NewYork:PearsonLongman, 

J.Tickner,(2007)‘ACritiqueofMorgenthau’sPrinciplesofPoliticalRealism’,inR.ArtandR. 

Jervis,InternationalPolitics,8thEdition,NewYork:PearsonLongman,pp.15-28. 

K.Waltz,(2007)‘TheAnarchicStructureofWorldPolitics’,inR.ArtandR.Jervis,International 

Politics,8thEdition,NewYork:PearsonLongman,pp.29-49. 

M.Nicholson,(2002)InternationalRelations:AConciseIntroduction,NewYork:Palgrave,pp.6- 7. 

M.Nicholson,InternationalRelations:AConciseIntroduction,NewYork:Palgrave,2002,pp. 120-

122. 

M.Nicholson,InternationalRelations:AConciseIntroduction,NewYork:Palgrave,2002,pp. 

ModernHistorySourcebook:SummaryofWallersteinonWorldSystemTheory,Availableat 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Wallerstein.asp,Accessed:19.04.2013 

NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.142-149;155-158. 

P.ViottiandM.Kauppi(2007),InternationalRelationsandWorldPolitics:Security,Economy, 

Identity,PearsonEducation,pp.40-85. 

R.KeohaneandJ.Nye,(2000)‘TransgovernmentalRelationsandtheInternationalOrganization’, 

inM.SmithandR.Little(eds.),PerspectivesonWorldPolitics,NewYork:Routledge,pp.229- 241. 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Wallerstein.asp


 

RumkiBasu,(ed)(2012)InternationalPolitics:Concepts,TheoriesandIssuesNewDelhi,Sage. 

S.HobdenandR.Jones,(2008)‘MarxistTheoriesofInternationalRelations’inJ.Baylisand 

S.Smith(eds),TheGlobalization ofWorldPolitics:An IntroductiontoInternationalRelations, 

S.SmithandP.Owens,(2008)‘AlternativeApproachesto InternationalTheory’inJ.BaylisandS. 

Smith(eds),TheGlobalizationofWorldPolitics:AnIntroductiontoInternationalRelations,New 

York:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.181-184. 

S.SmithandP.Owens,(2008)‘AlternativeApproachestoInternationalTheory’inJ.Baylis 

T.DunneandB.Scmidt,(2008)‘Realism’,inJ.BaylisandS.Smith(eds),TheGlobalizationof 

WorldPolitics:AnIntroductiontoInternationalRelations,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp. 90-

107. 

T.Dunne,(2008)‘Liberalism’,inJ.BaylisandS.Smith(eds.),TheGlobalizationofWorld 

Politics:AnIntroductiontoInternationalRelations,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.108- 123. 

Unit-II 

Brezeznski,Z.(2005)Choice:Global DominanceorGlobalLeadership.NewYork:BasicBooks, 

pp.85-127.34 

Carrtuthers,S.L.(2005)‘InternationalHistory,1900-1945’inBaylis,J.andSmith,S.(eds.)(2008) The 

Globalization of World Politics. An Introduction to International Relations.4thedn.Oxford: 

OxfordUniversityPress,pp.76-84. 

Calvocoressi,P.(2001)WorldPolitics:1945—2000.Essex:Pearson,pp.3-91. 

Gill, S. (2005) ‘Contradictions ofUS Supremacy’in Panitch, L. and Leys, C. (eds.)Socialist 

Register:TheEmpireReloaded.London:MerlinPress.2004,London,MerlinPressandNew 

York,MonthlyReviewPress.SocialistRegister,pp.24-47. 

Hobsbawm,E.(1995)Ageof Extreme:TheShort TwentiethCentury,1914—1991.London: 

Abacus,pp.225-226. 

Scott,L.(2005)‘InternationalHistory,1945-1990’inBaylis,J.andSmith,S.(eds.)(2008) The Globalization of 

World Politics An Introduction to International Relations.4thedn.Oxford:Oxford 

UniversityPress,pp.93-101. 

Taylor,A.J.P.(1961)The Origins of the Second World War.Harmondsworth:Penguin,pp.29-65. 

Therborn,G.(2006)‘PolesandTriangles:USPowerandTrianglesofAmericas,AsiaandEurope’ 

inHadiz,V.R.(ed.)EmpireandNeoLiberalisminAsia.London:Routledge,pp.23-37. 



 

Unit-III 

 

A.Heywood,(2011)GlobalPolitics,NewYork:Palgrave-McMillan,pp.454-479. 

A.Narlikar,(2005)The World Trade Organization: A Very Short Introduction,NewYork: 

OxfordUniversityPress,pp.22-98. 

Chatterjee,Aneek.InternationalRelationsToday:ConceptsandApplication.Pearson 

Crane,Robert(ed.).BuildingbridgesamongtheBRICS 

Dattagupta,Rupak.GlobalPolitics.Pearson 

J.Goldstein,(2006)InternationalRelations,NewDelhi:Pearson,pp.392-405(MNC). 

J.Goldstein,(2006)InternationalRelations,NewDelhi:Pearson,pp.327-368,392-405(MNC). 

AndrewHeywood,(2015)Global PoliticsLondon:Palgrave,pp.466-486. 

Kripalini,Manjeet.IndiaintheG20:RuletakertoRulemaker.Routledge 

Larionova,MarinaandKirton,John(eds.).BRICSandGlobalGovernance.Routledge 

Gilpin,R.(2003)GlobalPoliticalEconomy:UnderstandingtheInternationalEconomicOrder. 

Hyderabad:OrientLongman,pp.278-304. 

JohnStopford,MultinationalCorporations,ForeignPolicy,Fall,1998 

OliverStuenkel,(2020).TheBRICSandFutureofGlobalOrder,London:LexintonBooks. 

P.Hirst,G.ThompsonandS.Bromley,(2009)GlobalizationinQuestion,Cambridge:PolityPress, 

pp.68-100(MNC). 

Pero,SitiDarwindaMohamed.LeadershipinRegionalCommunityBuilding:ComparingASEAN 

andtheEuropeanUnion.PalgraveMacmillan 

R.MansbachandK.Taylor,(2012)‘InternationalPoliticalEconomy’,IntroductiontoGlobal Politics, 

2ndEdition,NewYork:Routledge,pp.470-478. 

R.Picciotto,(2003)‘ANewWorldBankforaNewCentury’,inC.RoeGoddardetal., 

InternationalPolitical:State-MarketRelationsinaChangingGlobalOrder,Boulder:Lynne 

Reinner,pp.341-351. 

T.Cohn,(2009)GlobalPoliticalEconomy:TheoryandPractice,pp.130-140(IMF),208-218 (WTO). 

V.Peterson,(2009)‘HowIsTheWorldOrganizedEconomically?’,inJ.EdkinsandM.Zehfuss 

(eds.)GlobalPolitics:ANewIntroduction,NewYork:Routledge,pp.271-293. 

 

 
Unit-IV 

 

A.Acharya,(2011)‘HumanSecurity’,inJ.Baylis,S.SmithandP.Owens(eds.)Globalizationof 

WorldPolitics,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.480-493. 



 

A.Acharya,(2001)‘HumanSecurity:EastversusWest’,inInternationalJournal,Vol.56,no.3, 

pp.442-460. 

A.Heywood,(2011)GlobalPolitics,NewYork:Palgrave,pp.282-301. 

A.Heywood,(2011)GlobalPolitics,NewYork:Palgrave,pp.383-411. 

A.Vanaik,(2007)MasksofEmpire,NewDelhi:Tulika,pp.103-128. 

Jindal,N.&Kumar,K.(2018),GlobalPolitics:IssuesandPerspectives,NewDelhi,Sage 

Publications 

J.Kiras,(2011)‘TerrorismandGlobalization’,inJ.Baylis,S.SmithandP.Owens(eds.) 

GlobalizationofWorldPolitics,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.366-380. 

J.Volger,(2011)‘EnvironmentalIssues’,inJ.Baylis,S.SmithandP.Owens(eds.)Globalization 

ofWorldPolitics,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.348-362. 

K.Shimko,(2005)International Relations Perspectives and Controversies,NewYork:Hughton- 

Mifflin,pp.317-339. 

P.Bidwai,(2011)‘Durban:RoadtoNowhere’,inEconomicandPoliticalWeekly,Vol.46,No.53, 

December,pp.10-12. 

P.ViottiandM.Kauppi,(2007)InternationalRelations,NewDelhi:Pearson,pp.276-307. 

N.Carter,(2007)ThePolitics ofEnvironment:Ideas,Activism,Policy,Cambridge:Cambridge 

UniversityPress,pp.13-81. 

S.TadjbakhshandA.Chenoy,(2007)HumanSecurity,London:Routledge,pp.13-19;123-127; 236-243 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:4thSemester 

CourseName:POL04-02:PoliticalTheory:ConceptsandDebates(Compulsory) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:400 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Prof.AkhilRanjanDutta,GauhatiUniversity,akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in 

Ms.BonditaBorbora,DudhnoiCollege,Dudhnoi,bonditaborbora@gmail.com 

 

CourseObjectives: 

• Help the students familiarize with the basic normative concepts of political theory. Each 

concept is related to a crucial political issue that requires analysis with the aid of our 

conceptualunderstanding. 

• Encouragecritical andreflectiveanalysisandinterpretationof socialpractices throughthe 

relevantconceptualtoolkit. 

• Introduce the students to the important debates in the subject. These debates prompt us to 

considerthatthereisno settledwayofunderstandingconceptsandthatinthelight ofnew insights and 

challenges, besides newer ways of perceiving and interpreting the world around 

us,weinauguratenewmodesofpoliticaldebates. 

 
CourseOutcomes: 

• Understandthedimensionsofsharedlivingthroughthesepoliticalvaluesandconcepts. 

• Appreciatehow these valuesand conceptsenrichthediscoursesof politicallife,sharpening 

mailto:akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:bonditaborbora@gmail.com


 

theiranalyticalskillsintheprocess. 

• Reflectuponsomeoftheimportantdebatesinpoliticaltheory. 



 

• Developcriticalthinkingandtheabilitytomakelogicalinferencesaboutsocio-economicand 

politicalissues,onthebasisofcomparativeandcontemporarypoliticaldiscoursesinIndia. 

 

 
Unit-I:FreedomandEquality 

a. Freedom:LockeannotionofNegativeFreedom&AmartyaSen’snotionofDevelopmentas Freedom 

b. Equality:ProceduralEqualityandSubstantiveEquality 

c. Egalitarianism:Backgroundinequalitiesanddifferentialtreatment 

 
Unit-II:Justice 

a. DistributiveJustice:JohnRawls 

b. LibertariantheoriesofJustice:F.A.Hayek 

c. GlobalJustice 

 
Unit-III:RightsandObligation 

a. TheUniversalityofRightsandDifferentiatedRights 

b. Rights,ObligationandCivilDisobedience 

c. TheoriesofPoliticalObligation:Conservatism,ConsentTheory,Anarchism 

 

 
Unit-IV:MajorDebates 

a. Whateverhappenstonation-state?SovereigntyunderGlobalization. 

b. Howdoweaccommodatediversityinpluralsociety?DiversityandMulticulturalism. 

c. Howdowedealwiththeclimatechanges?EcologicalRightsashumanrights 

 

 
ReadingList: 

Unit-I 

Acharya,Ashok.(2008)‘AffirmativeAction’,inBhargava,RajeevandAcharya,Ashok.(eds.) 

PoliticalTheory:AnIntroduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.298-307. 

AndrewHeywood(1994)PoliticalTheory.London:PalgraveMacmillan,PP.253-258,284-294 

Carter,Ian.(2003)‘Liberty’,inBellamy,RichardandMason,Andrew(eds.).PoliticalConcepts. 

Manchester:ManchesterUniversityPress,pp.4-15. 



 

Casal,Paula&amp;William,Andrew.(2008)‘Equality’,inMcKinnon,Catriona.(ed.)Issuesin 

PoliticalTheory.NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.149-165. 

Knowles,Dudley.(2001)PoliticalPhilosophy.London:Routledge,pp.69-132. 
Riley,Jonathan.(2008)‘Liberty’inMckinnon,Catriona(ed.)IssuesinPoliticalTheory,New 

York:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.103-119. 

Swift, Adam. (2001) PoliticalPhilosophy: ABeginners Guide for Student’s and Politicians. 

Cambridge:PolityPress,pp.51-88,91-132. 

I. Sriranjani(2008)‘Liberty’,inBhargava,RajeevandAcharya,Ashok.(eds.)PoliticalTheory: 

AnIntroduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.41-57. 

Unit-II 

 

Bedau,HugoAdam.(2003)‘CapitalPunishment’,inLaFollette,Hugh(ed.).TheOxford 

HandbookofPracticalEthics.NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.705-733. 

Dutta, Akhil Ranjan. (ed.) (2011) “Political Theory-Issues, Concepts and Debates” Arun 

Prakashan,Panbazar,Guwahati. 

Menon,Krishna.(2008)‘Justice’, inBhargava,RajeevandAcharya,Ashok.(eds.)Political 

Theory:AnIntroduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.74-86. 

Wolf,Jonathan.(2008)‘SocialJustice’,inMcKinnon,Catriona.(ed.)IssuesinPolitical 

Theory.NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.172-187. 

Swift, Adam. (2001)PoliticalPhilosophy: ABeginnersGuide for Student’sand Politicians. 

Cambridge:PolityPress,pp.9-48. 

Knowles,Dudley.(2001)PoliticalPhilosophy.London:Routledge,pp.177-238. 

McKinnon,Catriona.(ed.)(2008)IssuesinPoliticalTheory.NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress, 

pp.289-305. 

 
Unit-III 

Seglow,Jonathan.(2003)‘Multiculturalism’ in Bellamy,Richard andMason, Andrew(eds.). 

PoliticalConcepts.Manchester:ManchesterUniversityPress,pp.156-168. 

Tulkdar,P.S.(2008)‘Rights’inBhargava,RajeevandAcharya,Ashok.(eds.)PoliticalTheory: 



 

AnIntroduction.NewDelhi:PearsonLongman,pp.88-104. 

McKinnon,Catriona.(2003)‘Rights’,inBellamy,RichardandMason,Andrew.(eds.) 

 

Young,IrisM.1989.‘Polity andGroupDifference:ACritiqueof theIdealof Universal 

Citizenship’Ethics,No.2pp.250-274 

 
Unit-IV 

Hyums, Keith. (2008) ‘Political Authorityand Obligation’, in Mckinnon, Catriona. (ed.) Issues 

inPoliticalTheory,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.9-26 

Martin,Rex.(2003)‘PoliticalObligation’,inBellamy,RichardandMason,Andrew.(eds.) 

PoliticalConcepts,Manchester:ManchesterUniversityPress,pp.41-51. 

Gutmann,Amy.‘Multiculturalismand “ThePoliticsofRecognition”:EssaysbyCharlesTaylor. 

Princeton:PrincetonUniversityPress. 

Kymlicka,Will.1995.MulticulturalCitizenship:ALiberalTheoryofMinorityRights.Oxford: 

ClarendonPress. 

Kymlicka,Will.2002.ContemporaryPoliticalPhilosophy:An Introduction.NewYork:Oxford 

UniversityPress.(pp.327-377) 

Mahajan,Gurpreet(ed.).1999.Democracy,DifferenceandSocialJustice.NewDelhi:Oxford 

UniversityPress 

Mahajan,Gurpreet.2002.TheMulticulturalPath:IssuesofDiversityandDiscriminationin 

Democracy.NewDelhi:Sage..(pp.85-123) 

Parekh,Bhiku.1999.‘CulturalDiversityandLiberalDemocracy’inGurpreetMahajan(ed.) 

Democracy,DifferenceandSocialJustice.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Raz,Joseph.1989.‘Multiculturalism:ALiberalPerspective’Dissent,winterpp.67-69 

Taylor,Charles.1994.’ThePoliticsofRecognition’inAmyGutmann(ed.) Multiculturalismand 

thePoliticsofRecognition.NewJersey:PrincetonUniversityPress. 

Mookherjee,Monica,‘Multiculturalism’,inMckinnon,Catriona.(ed.)IssuesinPoliticalTheory. 

NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.218-234. 



 

Seglow, Jonathan, ‘Multiculturalism’, in Bellamy, Richard and Mason, Andrew. (eds.) Political 

Concepts,Manchester:ManchesterUniversityPress,pp.156-168 

M.ShamsulHaque,‘EnvironmentalDiscourse andSustainableDevelopment:Linkagesand 

Limitations’,Ethicsandthe Environment,Vol.5,No.1(2000),pp.3-21 

Guha.Ramachandra(ed)SocialEcology,OxfordUniversityPress,Delhi,1990 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:4thSemester 

CourseName:POL04-03:PoliticalProcessesinIndia(Compulsory) 

Existing Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:400 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.VikasTripathi,GauhatiUniversity,vikastripathi@gauhati.ac.in 

Prof.DhrubaPratimSharma,GauhatiUniversity,dhruba75@gauhati.ac.inDr.Dad

ulDewri,Pub-KamrupCollege,Baihata, daduldewri79@gmail.com 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• Anunderstandingofthepoliticalprocessthuscallsforadifferentmodeofanalysisthatis 

offeredbypoliticalsociology. 

• Thiscoursemapstheworkingof‘modern’institutions,premisedontheexistenceofan 

individualsociety,inacontextmarkedbycommunitariansolidaritiesandtheirmutual 

transformationthereby. 

• ItalsofamiliarizesstudentswiththeworkingoftheIndianState,payingattentiontothe 

contradictorydynamicsofmodernstatepower. 

CourseOutcomes: 

mailto:vikastripathi@gauhati.ac.in
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• ThisCourseishelpfulin making studentsfamiliarwiththesignificantpolitical processes 

shapingIndianPoliticsinlastsevendecades. 

• Assuch,thepaperwould helpthestudents toknowindetail aboutelectoralprocessesand trends, 

party system inIndia, dynamics ofIndian politics including regionalism,casteand 

religionaswellasthechangingnatureoftheIndianState. 

• Their engagement with the selected scholarly articles included in the reading list will 

essentially orientthem towardsthe largerintellectualandresearch traditiononissues of 

Indianpolitics. 

• Thepaperwill behelpful intermsofcompetitiveexaminationsincludingNET/JRF,SLET 

aswellasresearchinthefieldofIndianPolitics. 

 

 
Unit-I:ElectoralProcessinIndia 

a. ElectionProcess:FirstPastthePostSystem,ProportionalRepresentationSystem 

b. RepresentationofthePeopleAct,1951 

c. ElectionCommissionofIndiaandElectoralReforms 

 
Unit-II:PartySystem 

 

a. NationalandStateParty 

b. TrendsinthePartySystem 

c. VotingBehaviour,DeterminantsofVotingBehaviour 

 
Unit-III:DynamicsofIndianPolitics 

 

a. RegionalismandSecessionism 

b. CasteandPolitics 

c. ReligionandPolitics,DebatesonSecularism 

 
Unit-IV:ChangingNatureofIndianState 

 

a. Developmental,WelfareandCoerciveDimensions 

b. AffirmativeActionPolicies 



 

c. DevelopmentandDisplacementDebate 

 
ReadingList: 

 

 

Unit-I  

 

A.Heywood,(2002)‘Representation,ElectoralandVoting’,inPolitics,NewYork; 

Palgravepp.223-245 

A.Evans,(2009)‘ElectionsSystem’,inJ.BaraandM.Pennington,(eds.)Comparative 

Politics,NewDelhi:SagePublications,pp.93-119 

https://eci.gov.in/files/file/9315-the-representation-of-people-act-1951/ 

E.SridharandM.Vaishnav,(2017)‘ElectionCommissionofIndia’,inD.Kapur,PB 

MehtaandMVaishnav,(eds.)Rethinking Public Institutions in India,NewDelhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress,pp.417-463. 

LokSabhaSecretariate,(2020)‘ElectoralReformsinIndia:ReferenceNote’ 

https://loksabhadocs.nic.in/Refinput/New_Reference_Notes/English/04022020_105450_1

02120474.pdf 

P.B.Mehta.2001.“IsElectoralandInstitutionalReformtheAnswer?”,Seminar,506 

https://www.indiaseminar.com/2001/506/506%20pratap%20bhanu%20mehta.htm 

U.K.SinghandA.Roy,(2019)‘Introduction’inElectionCommissionofIndia: 

InstitutionalisingDemocraticUncertainties,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

 
Unit-II 

A.H.Schakel,C.K.Sharma&W.Swenden,(2019).Indiaafterthe2014generalelections:BJP 

dominanceandthecrisisofthethird-partysystem,Regional&FederalStudies,29(3),329-354. 

C.Jaffrelot,(2008)‘WhyShouldWeVote?TheIndianMiddleClassandtheFunctioningof 

World’sLargestDemocracy’,inReligion,CasteandPoliticsinIndia,Delhi:Primus,pp.604- 619 

E.Sridharan,(2012)‘Introduction:TheorizingDemocraticConsoloidation,Partiesand 

Coalitions’,inCoalitionPoliticsandDemocraticConsolidationinAsia,NewDelhi:Oxford 

UniversityPress. 

R.Kothari,(2002)‘TheCongressSystem’,inZ.Hasan(ed.)PartiesandPartyPoliticsinIndia, 

NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.39-55. 

P.ChibberandR.Verma,(2019).‘TheRiseoftheSecondDominantPartySysteminIndia:BJP’s 

NewSocialCoalitionin2019’,StudiesinIndianPolitics,7(2),131-148. 

http://www.indiaseminar.com/2001/506/506%20pratap%20bhanu%20mehta.htm


 

Y.Yadav,(2000)‘UnderstandingtheSecondDemocraticUpsurge’inF.Frankel,Z.Hasanand 

R.Bhargava(eds.)TransformingIndia:SocialandPoliticalDynamicsinDemocracy, New 

Delhi:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.120-145 

Y.YadavandS.Palshikar, (2006). ‘Party SystemandElectoral PoliticsintheIndianStates,1952- 

2002:Fromhegemonytoconvergence.’India’sPoliticalParties6,73-116. 

Y.Yadav(1999).ElectoralPoliticsintheTimeofChange: India’sThirdElectoral System,1989- 

1999.EconomicandPoliticalWeekly,34(35),2393-2399. 

Y. Yadav, (200) ‘Understanding the Second Democratic Upsurge’, in F. Frankel, Z. Hasan and R. 

Bhargava (eds.) Transforming India; Social and political Dynamics in Democracy, New Delhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress,pp.120-145 

 
Unit-III 

NarainIqbal.1976.“CulturalPluralism,NationalIntegrationandDemocracyinIndia”, Asian 

Survey,16(10),October,903-17 

Baruah,Sanjib.2010.“RegionalismandSecessionism”,inJayalandMehta(eds).TheOxford Companion to 

Politics in India. pp181-92 

M.Chadda,(2010)‘IntegrationthroughInternalReorganization’,inS.Baruah(ed.) 

EthnonationalisminIndia:AReader,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.379-402 

P.Brass,(1999)‘CrisisofNationalUnity:Punjab,theNortheastandKashmir’,inThePoliticsof 

IndiaSinceIndependence,NewDelhi:CambridgeUniversityPressandFoundationBooks, pp.192-

227. 

M.Weiner,(2001)‘TheStruggleforEquality:CasteinIndianPolitics’,inAtulKohli(ed.)The SuccessofIndia’s 

Democracy,NewDelhi:CambridgeUniversityPress,pp.193-225. 

N.Chandhoke,(2010)‘Secularism’,inP.MehtaandN.Jayal(eds.)TheOxfordCompanionto 

PoliticsinIndia,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.333-346. 

R.Kothari,(1970)‘Introduction’,inCasteinIndianPolitics,Delhi:OrientLongman,pp.3-25 

T.Pantham,(2004)‘UnderstandingIndianSecularism: Learning from itsRecent Critics’,inR. 

VoraandS.Palshikar(eds.)IndianDemocracy:MeaningsandPractices,NewDelhi:Sagepp. 235-256 

 
Unit-IV 

AshokAcharya.(2008).AffirmativeAction.InRajeevBhargava&AshokAcharya(Eds.), 

Politicaltheory:Anintroduction,Delhi:Pearson,pp. 



 

AshwiniDeshpande.2008.‘QuestforEquality:AffirmativeActionin India’,IndianJournalof 

IndustrialRelations,44(2). 

AVerma,(2007)‘PoliceAgenciesandCoercivePower’,inS.Ganguly,L.DiamondandM. 

Plattner(eds.)TheStateofIndia’sDemocracy,Baltimore:JohnHopkinsUniversityPress,pp. 130-

139. 

BinaAgarwal.(1997).‘BargainingandGenderRelations:WithinandBeyondtheHousehold’, 

FeministEconomics,3(1). 

Chandra,Kanchan.2007.“Countingheads:atheoryofvoterandelitebehaviorinpatronage 

democracies”,inHerbertKitscheltandStevenWilkinson,(eds.)Patrons,ClientsandPolicies: 

PatternsofDemocraticAccountabilityandPoliticalCompetition,CambridgeUniversityPress: 

Cambridge,84-140 

KohliAtul.2006“PoliticsofEconomicGrowthinIndia1980-2005:PartI”,Economicand 

PoliticalWeekly,41(13),April1,pp.1251-59. 

 

Kohli,Atul.2006“PoliticsofEconomicGrowthinIndia1980-2005:PartII”,Economicand 

PoliticalWeekly,41(14),April8,pp.1361-70. 

 

S.Palshikar,(2008)‘TheIndianState:ConstitutionandBeyond’,inR.Bhargava(ed.) Politics andEthicsofthe 

IndianConstitution,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.143-163. 

T.Byres,(1994)‘Introduction:DevelopmentPlanningandtheInterventionistStateVersus 

LiberalisationandtheNeo-LiberalState:India,1989-1996’,inT.Byres(ed.)TheState 

DevelopmentPlanningand Liberalisation in India,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,1994, 

pp.1-35 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:4thSemester 

CourseName:POL04-04:PublicPolicyandAdministrationinIndia(Compulsory) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:400 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Prof.AlakaSarmah,GauhatiUniversity,alakasarmah63@gauhati.ac.in 

Prof.JayantaKrishnaSarmah,GauhatiUniversity,jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.inDr.Di

gantaKalita,B.P.ChalihaCollege,Nagarbera,dkalita72@gmail.com 

CourseObjectives: 

• Thecourseseekstoprovideanintroductiontothedisciplineofpublicpolicyandits 

significancein contemporarytimes. 

• Thecourseseekstoexplainthevariousaspectsofpublicfinancialadministration. 

• Thecourseseekstoprovideanintroductiontotheinterfacebetweenpublicpolicyand 

administrationinIndia 

• The course attempts to provide the students a comprehensive understanding on social 

welfareadministration. 

CourseOutcomes: 

mailto:alakasarmah63@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:dkalita72@gmail.com


 

• Thestudentswillunderstandthebasicconceptofpublicpolicy,policyanalysis,public 

policyprocessandgovernance.Thestudentsalsogettheknowledgeofdifferentstagesof 

publicpolicyintermsoftheoreticalformulation. 

• The student will learn about the principles of financial management, which are necessary 

fortheexaminationpurpose. 

• Students will develop basic understanding on the best practices in public administration 

suchasRTI,e-Governanceetc 

• Thestudentwilllearnaboutthevariouswelfarepoliciesandtheroleofgovernanceinit. 

 
Unit-I:PublicPolicy 

 

a. Concept,RelevanceandApproaches 

b. Formulation,Implementationand Evaluation 

c. PublicPolicyProcessinIndia 

 
Unit-II:FinancialAdministration 

 

a. ConceptandSignificanceofBudget 

b. VariousApproachesandTypesofBudgeting 

c. BudgetcycleinIndia 

 
Unit-III:CitizenandAdministrationInterface 

 

a. PublicServiceDelivery 

b. RedressalofPublicGrievances:Lokpal 

c. Citizens’Charter 

 
Unit-IV:SocialWelfareAdministration 

 

a. ConceptandApproachesofSocialWelfare 

b. SocialWelfarePolicies 

• Education:RighttoEducation 

• Health:NationalHealthMission 



 

• Food:RighttoFoodSecurity 

• Employment:MNREGA 

 

 
ReadingList: 

 

Unit-I 

 

Chakrabarty,B.&Chand,P.(2016),PublicPolicy:Concepts,TheoryandPractice,NewDelhi: 

SagePublications 

J.Anderson,(1975)PublicPolicyMaking.NewYork:ThomasNelsonandsonsLtd. 

M.Howlett,M.Ramesh,andA.Perl,(2009),StudyingPublicPolicy:PolicyCyclesandPolicy 

subsystems,3rdedition,Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress 

MaryJoHatchandAnn.L.CunliffeOrganisationTheory:Modern,SymbolicandPostmodern Perspectives, 

OxfordUniversityPress,2006 

MichaelHowlett,DesigningPublicPolicies: PrinciplesAndInstruments,Rutledge,2011The 

OxfordHandbookOfPublicPolicy,OxfordUniversityPress,2006 

PrabirKumarDe,PublicPolicyandSystems,PearsonEducation,2012 

R.B.DenhardtandJ.V.Denhardt,(2009)PublicAdministration,NewDelhi:Brooks/Cole 

R.V.VaidyanathaAyyar,PublicPolicyMakingInIndia,Pearson,2009 

SurendraMunshiandBijuPaulAbraham[Eds.]GoodGovernance,DemocraticSocietiesand 

Globalisation,SagePublishers,2004 

T.Dye,(1984)UnderstandingPublicPolicy,5thEdition.U.S.A:PrenticeHall,pp.1-44The Oxford 

Handbook of Public Policy, OUP,2006 

T.Dye,(2002)UnderstandingPublicPolicy,NewDelhi:Pearson 

XunWu,M.Ramesh,MichaelHowlettandScottFritzen,The Public Policy Primer:Managing The 

Policy Process,Rutledge,2010 

Y.Dror,(1989)PublicPolicyMakingReexamined.Oxford:TransactionPublication 

 
Unit-II 

 

Caiden,N.(2004)‘PublicBudgetingAmidstUncertainityandInstability’,inShafritz,J.M.& 



 

Erik-Lane,J.(2005)PublicAdministrationandPublicManagement:ThePrincipalAgent Perspective. 

NewYork:Routledge 

Henry,N.(1999)PublicAdministrationandPublicAffairs.NewJersey:PrenticeHall 

Hyde,A.C.(eds.)ClassicsofPublicAdministration.Belmont:Wadsworth 

 
Unit-III 

 

Jenkins,R. and Goetz,A.M. (1999)‘Accounts and Accountability: Theoretical Implications of the 

RighttoInformationMovementinIndia’,inThirdWorldQuarterly.June 

M.J.Moon,TheEvolutionofElectronicGovernmentAmongMunicipalities:RheotericorReality, 

American Society For Public Administration, Public Administration Review, Vol 62, Issue 4, July –

August2002 

Mukhopadyay,A.(2005)‘SocialAudit’,inSeminar.No.551.37 

PankajSharma,E-Governance:TheNewAgeGovernance,APHPublishers,2004 

PippaNorris,DigitalDivide:CivicEngagement,InformationPovertyandtheInternetin 

DemocraticSocieties,Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,2001. 

R.Putnam,MakingDemocracyWork,PrincetonUniversityPress,1993 

Sharma, P.K. &Devasher, M. (2007) ‘Right to Information inIndia’ in Singh, S. and Sharma, P. 

(eds.)Decentralization:InstitutionsandPoliticsinRuralIndia.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversity Press 

StephanGoldsmithandWilliamD.Eggers,GoverningByNetwork:TheNewShapeofthePublic 

Sector,BrookingsInstitution[Washington],2004 

UnitedNationDevelopmentProgramme,ReconceptualisingGovernance,NewYork,1997 

VasuDeva,E-Governance In India: A Reality,CommonwealthPublishers,2005 

WorldDevelopmentReport,WorldBank,OxfordUniversityPress,1992. 

 
Unit-IV 

 

Basu Rumki (2015)PublicAdministrationinIndiaMandates,PerformanceandFuture 

Perspectives,NewDelhi,SterlingPublishers 

http://www.cefsindia.org 

http://www.cefsindia.org/


 

J.DrezeandAmartyaSen,IndianDevelopment:SelectedRegionalPerspectives,Oxford: 

ClarelandPress,1997 

JeanDrèzeandAmartyaSen,India,EconomicDevelopmentandSocialOpportunity,Oxford: 

OxfordUniversityPress,1995 

JugalKishore,NationalHealthProgramsofIndia:NationalPoliciesandLegislations,Century 

Publications,2005 

K.LeeandMills,TheEconomicOfHealthInDevelopingCountries,Oxford:OxfordUniversity Press,1983 

K.VijayaKumar,RighttoEducation Act2009: Its Implementation as to Social Development in 

India,Delhi:AkanshaPublishers,2012. 

MarmaMukhopadhyayandMadhuParhar(ed.)EducationinIndia:DynamicsofDevelopment, 

Delhi:ShipraPublications,2007 

NaliniJuneja,PrimaryEducationforAllintheCityofMumbai:TheChallengeSetByLocal Actors', 

InternationalInstitute ForEducationalPlanning,UNESCO:Paris, 2001 

NationalFoodSecurityMission:nfsm.gov.in/Guidelines/XIIPlan/NFSMXII.pdf 

PradeepChaturvedi[ed.],WomenAndFoodSecurity:RoleofPanchayats,ConceptPublishers, 1997 

ReetikaKhera-RuralPovertyAndPublicDistributionSystem,EPW,Vol-XLVIII,No.45-46,Nov 2013 

SurendraMunshiandBijuPaulAbraham[eds.]GoodGovernance,DemocraticSocietiesand 

Globalisation,SagePublishers,2004 

www.righttofoodindia.orgwww

.un.org/millenniumgoals 

http://www.righttofoodindia.org/
http://www.righttofoodindia.org/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals


 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:5thSemester 

CourseName:POL05-01:WesternPoliticalPhilosophy(Compulsory) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:500 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.BarasaDeka,GauhatiUniversity,barasa@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.BarnaliDeka,MangaldaiCollege,dekabarnali067@gmail.com 

 

CourseObjectives: 

• Thiscourseattemptstointroducethecloseinterconnectednessofphilosophyand politics. 

 

• Itisattemptedattakingthestudentsthroughthehistoryofwesternpoliticalthoughtin 

variousperiodsofitsdevelopment. 

• Thiscoursealsoattemptstoexplorethepoliticalquestionsofdifferentperiodsandtheir 

relevanceinanalysingthecontemporarypoliticaldevelopments. 

CourseOutcomes: 

• Itwillhelpthestudentsinunderstandingtheinterconnectednessofphilosophyandpolitics 

andinterpretideasunderlyingtraditionsinpoliticalphilosophy 

• It will help to analyze the debates and arguments of leading political philosophers 

belongingto different traditions. 

mailto:barasa@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:dekabarnali067@gmail.com


 

• The students will be in a position to appraise the relevance of political philosophy 

inunderstandingcontemporarypolitics. 

 

 
Unit-I:Antiquity 

a. Plato:TheoryofForms,Justice,PhilosopherRuler 

b. Aristotle:Citizenship,Justice,Classificationofgovernments 

 
Unit-II:Interlude 

a. Renaissance 

b. Machiavelli:Virtue,MoralityandStatecraft,Republicanism 

 
Unit-III:SocialContractTradition 

a. Hobbes:StateofNature,SocialContract,State 

b. Locke:LawsofNature,NaturalRights,SocialContract,Property 

c. Rousseau:Stateofnature,SocialContract,GeneralWill 

 
Unit-IV:LiberalandMarxistThought 

a. J.S.Mill:UtilitarianismandLiberty 

b. MarryWollstonecraft:WomenandRights 

c. KarlMarx:HistoricalMaterialism,ClassStruggle 

 

 

 
ReadingList: 

Unit-I 

C.Reeve,(2009)‘Plato’,inD.BoucherandP.Kelly,(eds)PoliticalThinkers:FromSocratesto 

thePresent,Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.62-80 

C.Taylor,(1995)‘Politics’,inJ.Barnes(ed.), TheCambridgeCompaniontoAristotle. 

Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,pp.232-258 



 

J.Coleman,(2000)‘Aristotle’,inJ.ColemanAHistoryofPoliticalThought:FromAncientGreece 

toEarlyChristianity,Oxford:BlackwellPublishers,pp.120-186 

R.Kraut,(1996)‘IntroductiontothestudyofPlato’,inR.Kraut(ed.)TheCambridgeCompanion 

toPlato.Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,pp.1-50. 

S.Okin,(1992)‘PhilosopherQueensandPrivateWives’,inS.OkinWomeninWesternPolitical 

Thought,Princeton:PrincetonUniversityPress,pp.28-50 

T.Burns,(2009)‘Aristotle’,inD.Boucher,andP.Kelly,(eds)PoliticalThinkers:FromSocrates to the 

Present.Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.81-99. 

 

 
Unit-II 

A.SkobleandT.Machan,(2007)PoliticalPhilosophy:EssentialSelections.NewDelhi:Pearson 

Education,pp.9-32. 

A.SkobleandT.Machan,(2007)PoliticalPhilosophy:EssentialSelections.NewDelhi:Pearson 

Educationpp.131-157. 

B.Constant,(1833)‘TheLibertyoftheAncientsComparedwiththatoftheModerns’,inD.Boaz, 

(ed),(1997)TheLibertarianReader,NewYork:TheFreePress. 

D. Baumgold, (2009) ‘Hobbes’, in D. Boucher and P. Kelly(eds) PoliticalThinkers:From Socrates to 

the Present.Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.189-206. 

J.Coleman,(2000)‘Introduction’,inAHistoryofPoliticalThought:FromAncientGreeceto Early 

Christianity,Oxford:BlackwellPublishers,pp.1-20. 

Q.Skinner,(2000)‘TheTheoristofLiberty’,inMachiavelli:AVeryShortIntroduction.Oxford: 

OxfordUniversityPress,pp.54-87. 

Q.Skinner,(2010)‘Preface’,inTheFoundationsofModernPoliticalThoughtVolumeI, 

Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPresspp.ix-xv. 

 
Unit-III 

A.Bloom,(1987)‘Jean-JacquesRousseau’,inStrauss,L.andCropsey,J.(eds.)Historyof 

PoliticalPhilosophy,2ndedition.Chicago:ChicagoUniversityPress,pp.559-580. 

A.Ryan,(1996)‘Hobbes'spoliticalphilosophy’,inT.Sorell,(ed.) CambridgeCompanionto 

Hobbes.Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,pp.208-245. 



 

A.SkobleandT.Machan,(2007)PoliticalPhilosophy:EssentialSelections.NewDelhi:Pearson 

Education,pp.181-209. 

B.Nelson,(2008)WesternPoliticalThought.NewYork:PearsonLongman,pp.221-255. 

C.Macpherson(1962)The PoliticalTheoryof Possessive Individualism:HobbestoLocke.Oxford 

UniversityPress,Ontario,pp.17-29. 

C.Macpherson,(1962)ThePoliticalTheoryofPossessiveIndividualism:HobbestoLocke. 

OxfordUniversityPress, Ontario,pp.194-214. 

I.Hampsher-Monk,(2001)AHistoryofModernPoliticalThought:MajorPoliticalThinkersfrom 

HobbestoMarx,Oxford:BlackwellPublishers,pp.69-116 

I.Hampsher-Monk,(2001)‘ThomasHobbes’,inAHistoryofModernPoliticalThought:Major 

PoliticalThinkersfromHobbestoMarx,Oxford:BlackwellPublishers,pp.1-67. 

J. Waldron, (2009) ‘John Locke’, in D. Boucher and P. Kelly, (eds) PoliticalThinkers:From 

SocratestothePresent.Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.207-224 

M. Keens-Soper, (2003) ‘Jean Jacques Rousseau: The Social Contract’, in M. Forsyth and M. 

Keens-Soper,(eds)AGuideto the Political Classics: Plato to Rousseau.NewYork:Oxford 

UniversityPress,pp.171-202. 

R.Ashcraft,(1999)‘Locke'sPoliticalPhilosophy’,inV.Chappell(ed.)TheCambridge 

CompaniontoLocke,Cambridge.CambridgeUniversityPress,pp.226-251. 

 
Unit-IV 

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections, New Delhi: Pearson 

Education,pp.328-354. 

A. Skoble, and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections, New Delhi: Pearson 

Education,pp.286-327. 

B. Ollman (1991) Marxism: An Uncommon Introduction, New Delhi: SterlingPublishers. G. 

BlakelyandV.Bryson(2005)MarxandOtherFourLetterWords,London:Pluto 

C.Jones,(2002)‘MaryWollstonecraft’sVindicationsandtheirPoliticalTradition’inC.Johnson, 

(ed.)TheCambridgeCompaniontoMaryWollstonecraft,Cambridge:CambridgeUniversity 

Press,pp.42-58. 

H.Magid,(1987)‘JohnStuartMill’,inL.StraussandJ.Cropsey,(eds),HistoryofPolitical 

Philosophy,2ndedition.Chicago:ChicagoUniversityPress,pp.784-801. 



 

J.Cropsey, (1987) ‘Karl Marx’,in L. Strauss and J. Cropsey, (eds) HistoryofPoliticalPhilosophy, 

2ndEdition. Chicago: Chicago UniversityPress, pp. 802-828. 

L. Wilde, (2003) ‘Early Marx’,in D. Boucher and P. Kelly, P. (eds) PoliticalThinkers:From 

SocratestothePresent.NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.404-435. 

P. Kelly, (2003) ‘J.S. Mill on Liberty’, in D. Boucher, and P. Kelly, (eds.)PoliticalThinkers:From 

SocratestothePresent.NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.324-359. 

S.Ferguson,(1999)‘The Radical IdeasofMaryWollstonecraft’,inCanadianJournalofPolitical Science 

XXXII (3), pp. 427-50, Available at http://digitalcommons.ryerson.ca/politics, Accessed: 

19.04.2013. 

Selections from AVindication of the Rights of Woman, Available at 

http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/wollstonecraft/womana. html#CHAPTER%20II, 

Accessed:19.04.2013. 

http://digitalcommons.ryerson.ca/politics
http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/wollstonecraft/womana


 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:5thSemester 

CourseName:POL05-02:IndianPoliticalThought(Compulsory) 

Existing Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:500 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.JoannaMahjebeen,GauhatiUniversity,jmahjebeen@gauhati.ac.inDr.An

kitaBaruah,DarrangCollege,Tezpur,ankitabaruah65@gmail.com 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• TointroducethestudentstothediversityofthinkersintheIndianpoliticaltradition. 

• ToenablethemtounderstandthetrajectoryofdevelopmentofIndianPoliticalThought 

spanningovertwomillennia 

• Tointroducestudentstothesocialcontextwhichinfluencedtheformationofsuchideas 

• ToprovideasenseofthebroadstreamsofIndianthoughtwhileencouragingaspecific 

knowledgeofindividualthinkersandtexts. 

CourseOutcomes: 

• BetterunderstandthethemesandissuesinpoliticalthoughtofIndia. 

• CompareandcontrastpositionsofleadingpoliticalthinkersinIndiaonissuesthatare 

constitutiveofmodernIndia. 

mailto:jmahjebeen@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:ankitabaruah65@gmail.com


 

• Comprehendtheimportanceofthesocio-politicalcontextfortheemergenceoftheideas. 

• AssesstherelevanceofpoliticalthoughtofIndiainunderstandingcontemporarypolitics. 

 
Unit-I:AncientPoliticalThought 

a. Kautilya:TheoryofState 

b. Manu:Sociallaws 

 
Unit-II:MedievalPoliticalThought 

 

a. ZiauddinBarani:Ideal Polity 

b. AbulFazl:GovernanceandAdministration 

 
Unit-III:ModernPoliticalThought 

a. RajaRamMohanRoy:Reformistideas 

b. Gandhi:Swaraj;Satyagraha;CritiqueofModernCivilisation 

c. Nehru:Secularism,Socialism 

 
Unit-IV:Caste,ClassandGenderinIndianPoliticalThought 

a. Ambedkar:TheRevolutionagainstCaste 

b. Lohia:Socialism 

c. TarabaiShinde:PatriarchyandCaste 

 

 
ReadingList:

Unit-I 

Kautilya,(1997)‘TheElementsofSovereignty’inR.Kangle(ed.andtrns.),Arthasastraof 

Kautilya,NewDelhi:MotilalPublishers,pp.511-514. 

Manu,(2006)‘RulesforTimesofAdversity’,inP.Olivelle,(ed.&trans.)Manu’sCodeofLaw: A Critical 

Edition andTranslation of the Manava- Dharamsastra,NewDelhi:OUP,pp.208- 213. 

P.Olivelle,(2006)‘Introduction’,inManu’sCodeofLaw:ACriticalEditionandTranslationof the Manava 

–Dharmasastra,Delhi:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.3-50 



 

R.Kangle,(1997)ArthashastraofKautilya-Part-III:AStudy,Delhi:MotilalBanarsidass,rpt., 

pp.116-142. 

R.Sharma,(1991)‘VarnainRelationtoLawandPolitics(c600BC-AD500)’,inAspectsof PoliticalIdeas and 

Institutions in Ancient India,Delhi:MotilalBanarsidass,pp.233-251. 

Singh,M.P.,(2011),Kautilya:TheoryofStat,inM.P.Singh&HimanghsuRoy(ed)Indian 

PoliticalThought:ThemesandThinkers,PearsonPublications,NewDelhi,pp1-17. 

Sinha,Nalini(2011),Manu:SocialLaws,inM.P.Singh&HimanghsuRoy(ed)IndianPolitical 

Thought:ThemesandThinkers,PearsonPublications,NewDelhi,pp18-29 

V.Mehta,(1992)‘TheCosmicVision:Manu’,inFoundationsofIndianPoliticalThought, 

Delhi:Manohar,pp.23-39. 

V.Mehta,(1992)‘ThePragmaticVision:KautilyaandHisSuccessor’,inFoundationsofIndian 

PoliticalThought,Delhi:Manohar,pp.88-109. 

Unit-II 

Fazl,A.,(1873)TheAin-iAkbari(translatedbyH.Blochmann),Calcutta:G.H.Rouse,pp.47- 57. 

Habib,I.(1998)‘ZiyaBarni’sVisionoftheState’,inTheMedievalHistoryJournal,Vol.2,(1), 

pp.19-36. 

Habib,I.(1998).APoliticalTheoryForTheMughalEmpire— AStudyOfTheIdeasOfAbu’l 

Fazl.ProceedingsoftheIndianHistoryCongress,59,329–340. 

Habib,I.(1998)‘TwoIndianTheoristofTheState:BaraniandAbulFazal’,inProceedingsof 

theIndianHistoryCongress.Patiala,pp.15-39. 

M.Alam,(2004)‘ShariaAkhlaq’,inTheLanguagesofPoliticalIslaminIndia1200-1800, 

Delhi:PermanentBlack,pp.26-43 

M.Alam,(2004)‘ShariainNasereanAkhlaq’,inLanguages of Political Islam in India1200- 

1800,Delhi:PermanentBlack,pp.46-69. 

Mehta,V.R.(1992)‘TheImperialVision:BarniandFazal’,inFoundationsofIndianPolitical 

Thought,Delhi:Manohar,pp.134-156. 



 

Unit-III 

A.Parel,(ed.),(2002)‘Introduction’,inGandhi,FreedomandSelfRule,Delhi:Vistaar Publication. 

B.Zachariah,(2004)Nehru,London:RoutledgeHistoricalBiographies,pp.169-213. 

C.Bayly,(2010)‘RammohanandtheAdventofConstitutionalLiberalisminIndia1800-1830’, 

inSh.Kapila(ed.),AnintellectualHistory forIndia,NewDelhi:CambridgeUniversityPress, 

pp.18-34.T. 

Chakrabarty,B.&Pandey,R.K.(2009),ModernIndianPoliticalThought:TextandContext, 

NewDelhi,SagePublications 

J.Nehru,(1991)‘SelectedWorks’,inS.Hay(ed.),SourcesofIndian Tradition, Vol. 2,Second 

Edition,NewDelhi:Penguin,pp.317-319. 

M.Gandhi,(1991)‘Satyagraha:TransformingUnjustRelationshipsthroughthePowerofthe 

Soul’,inS.Hay(ed.),SourcesofIndianTradition,Vol.2.SecondEdition,NewDelhi:Penguin, 

pp.265-270. 

Mukherjee,R.(2009).Gandhi’sSwaraj.EconomicandPoliticalWeekly,44(50),34–39. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25663887 

P.Chatterjee,(1986)‘TheMomentofArrival:NehruandthePassiveRevolution’,inNationalist 

ThoughtandtheColonial World:ADerivativeDiscourse? London:ZedBooks,pp.131-166 

Pantham,(1986)‘TheSocio-ReligiousThoughtofRammohanRoy’,inTh.PanthomandK. 

Deutsch,(eds.)PoliticalThoughtinModernIndia,NewDelhi:Sage,pp.32-52. 

Parekh,Bhikhu(1991),NehruandtheNational PhilosophyofIndia,EconomicandPolitical 

Weekly,Vol.26,No.1/2(Jan.5-12,),pp.35-48 

Parekh,Bhikhu(1997),Gandhi: A Very ShortIntroduction,OxfordUniversityPress,NewYork, pp64-

91. 

R.Pillai,(1986)‘PoliticalthoughtofJawaharlalNehru’,inTh.Pantham,andK.Deutsch(eds.), 

PoliticalThoughtinModemIndia,NewDelhi:Sage,pp.260-274. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25663887


 

Unit-IV 

B.Ambedkar,(1991)‘ConstituentAssemblyDebates’,S.Hay(ed.),SourcesofIndianTradition, 

Vol.2,SecondEdition,NewDelhi:Penguin,pp.342-347. 

B.Mungekar,(2007)‘QuestforDemocraticSocialism’,inS.Thorat,andAryana(eds.), 

AmbedkarinRetrospect-EssaysonEconomics,PoliticsandSociety,Jaipur:IIDSandRawat 

Publications,pp.121-142. 

Doctor,A.H.(1988).Lohia’sQuestforanAutonomousSocialism.TheIndianJournalof 

PoliticalScience,49(3),312–327. 

Kumar,Sanjay,Lohia:Democracy,inM.P.Singh&HimanghsuRoy(ed)IndianPolitical 

Thought:ThemesandThinkers,PearsonPublications,NewDelhi,pp251-258. 

P.Chatterjee,(2005)‘AmbedkarandtheTroubledtimesofCitizenship’,inV.MehtaandTh. 

Pantham(eds.),Politicalideas in modern India: Thematic Explorations,NewDelhi:Sage,pp. 73-

92. 

T.Shinde,(1993)‘StreePurushaTulna’,inK.LalithaandSusieTharu(eds),WomenWritingin 

India,NewDelhi,OxfordUniversityPress,pp.221-234 

Tolpadi,R.(2010),Context, Discourse and Vision of Lohia’s Socialism,Economic and political 

Weekly,45(40),71–77. 

V. Rodrigues, (2007) ‘Good society, Rights, Democracy Socialism’, in S. Thorat and Aryama 

(eds.),AmbedkarinRetrospect-EssaysonEconomics,PoliticsandSociety,Jaipur:IIDSand 

RawatPublications. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:5thSemester 

CourseName:POL05-03a:UnitedNationsandGlobalConflict(Optional) 

Existing Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:500 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.ShubhrajeetKonwer,GauhatiUniversity,sk489@gauhati.ac.inDr.Ra

tulCh.Kalita,TihuCollege,Tihu,ratulchkalita70@gmail.com 

CourseObjectives: 

• This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the most important multilateral 

politicalorganizationininternationalrelations. 

•  Itprovidesadetailedaccountoftheorganizationalstructureandthe political processes of the UN, 

and how it has evolved since 1945, especially in terms of dealing with the major 

globalconflicts. 

• ThecourseimpartsacriticalunderstandingoftheUN’sperformanceuntilnowandthe imperatives 

as well as processes of reforming the organization in the context of the 

contemporaryglobalsystem. 

CourseOutcomes: 

• TomakestudentslearntheimportanceofUnitedNationsasanorganization. 

mailto:sk489@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:ratulchkalita70@gmail.com


 

• To enable students to have a basic understanding of the political processes of the United 

Nations. 

• TomakestudentslearntherelevanceofUnitedNationsanditsinterventioninglobal 

conflictscritically. 

• Tohelpstudentsidentifyandanalysethekeyconflictsthathaveshapedcontemporary 

globalpolitics. 

Unit-I:TheUnitedNations 

a. AHistoricalOverviewoftheUnitedNations 

b. PrinciplesandObjectives 

c. StructuresandFunctions:GeneralAssembly;SecurityCouncil,andEconomicandSocial 

Council;theInternationalCourtofJustice 

 

Unit-II:TheUnitedNationsinConflictResolution 

a. CollectivesecurityduringtheColdWar 

b. PeaceKeeping,PeaceMakingandEnforcement,PeaceBuildingandResponsibilitytoProtect 

c. ReformingtheUN 

 
Unit-III:SpecialisedAgenciesoftheUN:RoleandChallenges 

a. UnitedNationsDevelopmentProgramme(UNDP) 

b. UnitedNationsEnvironmentProgramme(UNEP) 

c. UnitedNationsHighCommissionerforRefugees(UNHCR) 

d. TheWorldHealthOrganisation(WHO) 

 
Unit-IV:MajorGlobalConflictsSincetheEndoftheColdWar 

a. ThewarinAfghanistan 

b. ThewarinIraq 

c. ThewarinUkraine 

 
ReadingList: 



 

Unit-I 

Armstrong,D.,Lloyd,L.andRedmond,J.(2004)Internationalorganisationsinworld 

politics.3rdedn.NewYork:PalgraveMacmillan,pp.42-43. 

Basu,Rumki(2014)UnitedNations:StructureandFunctionsofaninternationalorganization, 

NewDelhi,SterlingPublishers 

Gareis,S.B.andVarwick,J.(2005)TheUnitedNations:Anintroduction.Basingstoke:Palgrave, 

pp.15-21. 

Unit-II 

Claude,I.(1984)Swordsintoplowshares:theprogressandproblemsofinternational 

organisation.4thedn.NewYork:RandomHouse 

Baylis,J.andSmith,S.(eds.)(2008)Theglobalizationofworldpolitics.anintroductionto 

internationalrelations.4thedn.Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,pp.405-422. 

Calvocoressi,P.(2001)WorldPolitics:1945-200.3rdedn.Harlow:PearsonEducation,pp.116- 124. 

Dodds,F.(ed.)(1987)Thewayforward:beyondtheagenda21.London:Earthscan. 

Ghali,B.B.(1995)Anagendaforpeace.NewYork:UN,pp.5-38.UnitedNationsDepartmentof 

PublicInformation.(2008)TheUnitedNationsToday.NewYork:UN. 

Nambiar,S.(1995)‘UNpeace-keepingoperations’,inKumar,S.(eds.)TheUnitedNationsat 

fifty.NewDelhi,UBS,pp.77-94. 

Rajan,M.S.,Mani,V.SandMurthy,C.S.R.(eds.)(1987)ThenonalignedandtheUnited 

Nations.NewDelhi:SouthAsianPublishers. 

Sangal,P.S.(1986)‘UN,peace,disarmamentanddevelopment’,inSaxena,J.N.et.al.United 

Nationsforabetterworld.NewDelhi:Lancers,pp.109-114. 

 

 
Unit-III 

Baxi,U.(1986)‘Crimesagainsttherighttodevelopment’,inSaxena,J.N.et.al.UnitedNations 

forabetterworld.NewDelhi:Lancers,pp.240-248. 

Goldstein,J.andPevehouse,J.C.(2006)Internationalrelations.6thedn.NewDelhi:Pearson,pp. 265-282. 



 

J.S.(2003)Internationalrelations.3rdedn.Delhi:PearsonEducation,pp43-51.Moore,J.A.Jr. 

andPubantz,J.(2008)ThenewUnitedNations.Delhi:PearsonEducation,pp.24-27. 

Moore,J.A.Jr.andPubantz,J.(2008)ThenewUnitedNations.Delhi:PearsonEducation, pp.119-

135. 

Moore,J.A.Jr.andPubantz,J.(2008)ThenewUnitedNations.Delhi:PearsonEducation,pp. 91-112. 

SouthAsiaHumanRightsDocumentationCentre.(2006)Humanrights:anoverview.New 

Delhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Taylor,P.andGroom,A.J.R.(eds.)(2000)TheUnitedNationsatthemillennium.London: 

Continuum,pp.21-141. 

Thakur,R.(1998)‘Introduction’,inThakur,R.(eds.)Pastimperfect,futureuncertain:TheUN 

atFfifty.London:Macmillan,pp.1-14. 

Whittaker,D.J.(1997)‘Peacekeeping’,inUnitedNationsinthecontemporaryworld.London: Routledge,pp.45-

56. 

 

 
Unit-IV 

Fawcett,L.(2023)TheIraqWar20yearson:towardsanewregionalarchitecture,International 

Affairs,Volume99,Issue2,March,Pages567–585,https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiad002 

JamesEllison,MichaelCox,JussiM.Hanhimä ki,HopeM.Harrison,N.PiersLudlow,Angela 

Romano,KristinaSpohr&VladislavZubok(2023)ThewarinUkraine,ColdWar 

History,23:1,121-206,DOI:10.1080/14682745.2023.2162329 

Ratten,V.(2023).The Ukraine/Russiaconflict:Geopoliticalandinternationalbusiness 

strategies.Thunderbird International Business 

Review,65(2),265–271.https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.22319 

Shahrani,M.N.(Ed.).(2018).ModernAfghanistan:TheImpactof40YearsofWar.Indiana 

UniversityPress.https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv8j6dx 

WalldorfC.W;(2022)NarrativesandWar:ExplainingtheLengthandEndofU.S.Military 

OperationsinAfghanistan.InternationalSecurity2022;47(1):93–138. 

doi:https://doi.org/10.1162/isec_a_00439 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:5thSemester 

CourseName:POL05-03b:ComparativeGovernmentandPolitics(Optional) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:500 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.ShubhrajeetKonwer,GauhatiUniversity,sk489@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.JintuGohain,R.G.BaruahCollege,Guwahati,gohain89@gmail.com 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• Studentswillleavethiscoursewiththefoundationalknowledgetheyneedtounderstand 

comparativepolitics. 

• UnderstandingthetopicofPoliticalScienceisfacilitatedbystudyingthemany 

constitutions,eachofwhichhasitsownhistory,institutions,andpointsofdivergence. 

CourseOutcomes: 

• Toanalysetheimportanceofdifferentmethodsof“comparison”. 

• Tounderstandthedifferentformsofgovernments.. 

• Toassesstheworkingofinstitutions. 

 
Unit-I:IntroductiontoComparativePolitics 

mailto:sk489@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:gohain89@gmail.com


 

a. MeaningandNature 

b. Comparativemethods 

c. Traditionalandmodernapproachestounderstandingofcomparativepolitics 

 

 
Unit-II:IntroductiontoBritishConstitution 

a. History,Conventions,Features 

b. Monarchy 

c. Parliament 

d. PMandthecabinet 

 

 
Unit-III:IntroductiontoUSConstitution 

a. HistoryandFeatures 

b. PresidentandtheCongress 

c. SupremeCourt 

d. Federalism 

 

 
Unit-IV:IntroductiontotheSwissConstitution 

a. Historyandfeatures 

b. FederalCouncilandtheFederalAssembly 

c. SwissFederation 

d. FederalCourts 

 

 
ReadingList:

Unit-I 

Bara,J&Pennington,M.(eds.).(2009)ComparativePolitics.NewDelhi:Sage. 

Caramani,D.(ed.).(2008)ComparativePolitics.Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Hague,R.andHarrop,M.(2010)ComparativeGovernmentandPolitics:AnIntroduction.(Eight 

Edition).London:PalgraveMcMillan. 



 

Ishiyama,J.T.andBreuning,M.(eds.).(2011)21stCenturyPoliticalScience:AReference 

Book.LosAngeles:Sage. 

Newton,K.andDeth,JanW.V.(2010)FoundationsofComparativePolitics:Democraciesof 

theModernWorld.Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress. 

O’Neil,P.(2009)EssentialsofComparativePolitics.(ThirdEdition).NewYork:WW.Norton&Company,Inc. 

Unit-II 

Bhagwan,VishnooandVidyaBhushanandVandhanaMohla(2022)WorldConstitutions:A 

comparativeStudy,SterlingPublishers. 

Kapur,A.C.(2010)SelectConstitutions,S.Chand. 

Palekar,S.A.(2009)ComparativeGovernmentandPolitics.NewDelhi:PHILearningPvt.Ltd. 

 
Unit-III 

Bhagwan,VishnooandVidyaBhushanandVandhanaMohla(2022)WorldConstitutions:A 

comparativeStudy,SterlingPublishers. 

Kapur,A.C.(2010)SelectConstitutions,S.Chand. 

Palekar,S.A.(2009)ComparativeGovernmentandPolitics.NewDelhi:PHILearningPvt.Ltd. 

 
Unit-IV 

Bhagwan,VishnooandVidyaBhushanandVandhanaMohla(2022)WorldConstitutions:A 

comparativeStudy,SterlingPublishers. 

Kapur,A.C.&Mishra,K.K.(2010)SelectConstitutions,S.Chand. 

Palekar,S.A.(2009)ComparativeGovernmentandPolitics.NewDelhi:PHILearningPvt.Ltd. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:5thSemester 

CourseName:POL05-04a:IntroductiontoIndia’sForeignPolicy(Optional) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:500 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.RubulPatgiri,GauhatiUniversity,rubulpatgiri@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.AnkitaBaruah,DarrangCollege,Tezpur,ankitabaruah65@gmail.com 

 

 

CourseObjectives: 

• ThecourseseekstoprovidebasicknowledgeofIndia’sforeignpolicy. 

• ForeignpolicyofIndiaisdynamicandwiderareaofstudy. 

• By exposing studentstothevariousaspectsofforeignpolicy formulationprocessinIndia, 

evolvingnatureofIndia’sengagementwithdifferentpowersandactorsanditsmajor foreign policy 

initiatives,the courseis structured toequipthem with the basic knowledge necessarytofollow 

India’sforeignissuesanddebates. 

CourseOutcomes: 

 

• To enable students to learn about the evolution of India’s engagement with the world and 

foreignpolicyformulationprocessinIndia. 

mailto:rubulpatgiri@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:ankitabaruah65@gmail.com


 

• Tofamiliarizestudentsthenatureof India’sevolvingrelationshipwithmajorpowersand 

itsneighbours. 

• TodemonstratetheknowledgeofmultilateraldiplomacyofIndia. 

 
Unit-I:MakingofIndia’sForeignPolicy: 

 

a. EvolutionofIndia’sforeignpolicy-NehruviantraditionandIndiainthenewworldorder 

b. DomesticandExternaldeterminants, 

c. Policyformulationprocess-theInstitutionalstructure(MEA,PMOandParliament) 

 
Unit-II:IndiaandMajorPowers 

 

India’srelationswith 

a. USA, 

b. Russia 

c. China 

 

Unit-III:IndiaanditsNeighbours 

 

a. Pakistan, 

b. Bangladesh 

c. SriLanka 

d. Conceptof‘ExtendedNeighbourhood’andIndia’sLook(Act)EastPolicy. 

 
Unit-IV:India’sMultilateralDiplomacy 

 

a. IndiaandtheUnitedNations 

b. IndiaandInternationalfinancialInstitutions, 

c. IndiaandClimatechange 



 

ReadingList: 

 

Unit-I 

 

A. Appadorai (1982). Domestic Roots of India’s Foreign Policy: 1947-72, New Delhi: Oxford 

UniversityPress. 

A.P.Rana:TheImperativesofNon-Alignment:AConceptualStudyofIndia'sForeignPolicy 

StrategyintheNehruPeriod.Macmillan,NewDelhi,1976 

C. Mohan, (2013) ‘Changing Global Order:India’s Perspective’, inA.Tellisand S. Mirski (eds.), Crux of 

Asia: China, India, and the Emerging Global Order, Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace:Washington. 

Ch.Ogden,(2011) ‘International ‘Aspirations’ ofaRising Power’,inDavidScott(ed.), Handbook 

ofIndia’sInternationalRelations,London:Routeledge,pp.3-31 

Chaudhury,Rudra,(2015).‘TheParliament’inDavidM.Maloneetal(eds). TheOxford Handbook of 

Indian Foreign Policy,UK:OxfordUniversityPress. 

J. Bandhopadhyaya, (1970).The Making of India's Foreign Policy, New Delhi: Allied Publishers. 

Madan, Tanvi, (2015). ‘Officialdom: South Block and Beyond’ in David M. Malone et al. (eds). 

TheOxfordHandbookofIndianForeignPolicy,UK:OxfordUniversityPress. 

Mansingh,Surjit,(1998).NehrusForeignPolicy,FiftyYearsOn,NewDelhi:MosaicBooks 

P. Mehta, (2009) ‘Still UnderNehru’s Shadow? TheAbsence of Foreign PolicyFrameworks in 

India’,inIndiaReview,Vol.8(3),pp.209–233. 

R.RajgopalanandV.Sahni(2008),‘IndiaandtheGreatPowers:StrategicImperatives,Normative 

Necessities’,inSouthAsianSurvey,Vol.15(1),pp.5–32. 

S.Cohen,(2002)India:EmergingPower,BrookingsInstitutionPress. 

S. Gangulyand M. Pardesi, (2009) ‘ExplainingSixtyYearsof India’s ForeignPolicy’, in India 

Review,Vol.8(1),pp.4–19. 

Saksena, P. (1996). ‘India’s Foreign Policy: The Decision Making Process’,InternationalStudies, 

33(4):391-405. 

SunilKhilnani,(2015).‘India’sRise:TheSearchforWealthandPowerintheTwenty-First 

Century’inDavidM.Maloneetat,eds.TheOxfordHandbookofIndianForeignPolicy,New 

Delhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 



 

W.Anderson,(2011)‘DomesticRootsofIndianForeignPolicy’,inW.Anderson,Trystswith 

Democracy:PoliticalPracticeinSouthAsia,AnthemPress:UniversityPublishingOnline. 

 
Unit-II 

 

A.Singh,(1995)‘India'sRelationswithRussiaandCentralAsia’,inInternationalAffairs,Vol.71 

(1): 69-81. 

A.TellisandS.Mirski,(2013)‘Introduction’,inA.TellisandS.Mirski(eds.),CruxofAsia: 

China,India,andtheEmergingGlobalOrder,CarnegieEndowmentforInternationalPeace: 

Washington. 

D.Mistry,(2006)‘Diplomacy,DomesticPolitics,andtheU.S.-IndiaNuclearAgreement’,in 

AsianSurvey,Vol.46(5),pp.675-698. 

H.Pant,(2008)‘TheU.S.-IndiaEntente:FromEstrangementtoEngagement’,inH.Pant, 

ContemporaryDebatesinIndianForeignandSecurityPolicy:IndiaNegotiatesItsRiseinthe 

InternationalSystem,PalgraveMacmillan:London. 

H.Pant,(2011)‘India’sRelationswithChina’,inD.Scott(ed.),HandbookofIndia’sInternational 

Relations,London:Routeledge,pp.233-242. 

LiLi, (2013) ‘Stability in Southern Asia: China’s Perspective’, inA. Tellisand S.Mirski (eds.), Crux of 

Asia: China, India, and the Emerging Global Order, Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace:Washington. 

M. Zafar, (1984), ‘Chapter 1’, inIndiaand theSuperpowers:India's Political Relations with the 

Superpowersinthe1970s,Dhaka,UniversityPress. 

R. Hathaway, (2003) ‘The US-India Courtship: From Clinton to Bush’, in S. Ganguly(ed.), India 

asanEmergingPower,FrankCass:Portland. 

S. Mehrotra, (1990) ‘Indo-Soviet Economic Relations: Geopolitical and Ideological Factors’, in 

India and the Soviet Union: Trade and TechnologyTransfer, Cambridge UniversityPress: 

Cambridge,pp.8-28. 

S.Raghavan,(2013)‘Stability inSouthernAsia:India’s Perspective’, inA.TellisandS. Mirski (eds.), Crux of 

Asia: China, India, and the Emerging Global Order, Carnegie Endowment for 

InternationalPeace:Washington. 



 

Unit-III 

 

AmitavAcharya,(2015).‘India’s‘LookEast’Policy’inDavidM.Maloneetal,(eds.)TheOxford 

HandbookofIndianForeignPolicy,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

D.Scott,(2009)‘India's“ExtendedNeighbourhood”Concept:PowerProjectionforaRising 

Power’,inIndiaReview,Vol.8(2),pp.107-143 

DavidM.Malone(2018).DoesElephantDance?,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress 

DavidM.Maloneetal,eds.(2015).TheOxfordHandbookofIndianForeignPolicy,NewDelhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress. 

Haokip,Thongkholal.(2015).India’sLookEastPolicy:ProspectsandChallengesforNortheast 

India.StudiesinIndianPolitics,3(2),198-211 

HarshV.Pant,(2021).PoliticsandGeopolitics:DecodingIndia’sNeighbourhoodChallenges, 

NewDelhi:RupaPublications. 

J.N.Dixit,(2010).India’sForeignPolicyandItsNeighbours,NewDelhi:GyanPublishingHouse 

S.Cohen,(2002)‘TheWorldViewofIndia’sStrategicElite’,inS.Cohen,India:EmergingPower, 

BrookingsInstitutionPress,pp.36-65. 

S.Muni,(2003)‘ProblemAreasinIndia’sNeighbourhoodPolicy’,inSouthAsianSurvey,Vol. 10(2),pp.185-

196. 

V.Sood,(2009)‘Indiaandregionalsecurityinterests’,inAlyssaAyresandC.RajaMohan(eds), 

PowerrealignmentsinAsia:China,India,andtheUnitedStates,NewDelhi:Sage. 

 
Unit-IV 

 

A. Narlikar, (2006) ‘Peculiar Chauvinism or Strategic Calculation?Explaining the 

NegotiatingStrategyofaRisingIndia’,inInternationalAffairs,Vol.82(1),pp.59-76. 

DavidM.Malone(2018).DoesElephantDance?,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress 

JasonA.Kirk, (2015).Indiaandthe International Financial Institutions’inDavidM.Maloneet 

al,(eds.)The Oxford Handbook of Indian Foreign Policy,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

ManuBhagavan,(2015).‘IndiaandUnitedNations:OrThingsFallApart’inDavidM.Maloneet 

al,eds.TheOxfordHandbookofIndianForeignPolicy,NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress. 

N. Dubash, (2012) ‘The Politics of Climate Change in India: Narratives of Enquiry and Co 

benefits’,WorkingPaper,NewDelhi:CentreforPolicyResearch. 



 

Navroz K. Dubash and Lavanya Rajaman, (2015). ‘Multilateral Diplomacy on Climate Change’ 

inDavidM.Maloneetal,(eds.)TheOxfordHandbookofIndianForeignPolicy,NewDelhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress. 

PoorviChitalkarandDavidM.Malone,(2015).‘IndiaandGlobalGovernance’inDavidM. Malone etat, 

(eds.)TheOxfordHandbookofIndianForeignPolicy, NewDelhi: Oxford University Press. 

S. Cohen, (2002)‘TheWorldView ofIndia’s StrategicElite’, in S. Cohen,India: Emerging Power, 

BrookingsInstitutionPress,pp.36-65. 



 

 

 
FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:5thSemester 

CourseName:POL05-04b:UnderstandingSouthAsia(Optional) 

Existing Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:500 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.ShubhrajeetKonwer,GauhatiUniversity,sk489@gauhati.ac.inDr.Ra

tulCh.Kalita,TihuCollege,Tihu,ratulchkalita70@gmail.com 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• ThecourseintroducesthehistoricallegaciesandgeopoliticsofSouthAsiaasaregion. 

• It imparts an understanding of political regime types as well as the socioeconomic issues 

oftheregioninacomparativeframework. 

• Thecoursealsoapprisesstudentsofthecommonchallengesandthestrategiesdeployedto 

dealwiththembycountriesinSouthAsia. 

 
CourseOutcomes: 

• Toidentifygeo-politicalandhistoricalconstructionofSouthAsiaasaregion. 

• Toanalysethepoliticsandsocio-economicissuesoftheSouthAsianRegion. 

mailto:sk489@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:ratulchkalita70@gmail.com


 

• ToassesstherelevanceofregionalisminSouthAsiaandIndia’spositionintheregion. 

 

 
Unit-I:SouthAsia-UnderstandingSouthAsiaasaRegion 

 

a. ColonialLegacies 

b. GeopoliticsofSouthAsia 

c. RegionalcooperationinSouthAsia 

 
Unit-II:PoliticsandGovernanceinContemporarySouthAsia 

 

a. Nepal:MonarchyandDemocracy 

b. Pakistan:PoliticalStabilityandtheRoleoftheArmy 

c. Bangladesh:StateofDemocracyandReligiousFundamentalism 

d. SriLanka:ConstitutionalCrisesandEconomy 

 
Unit-III:ForeignPoliciesofCountriesofSouthAsia 

 

a. Nepal 

b. Pakistan 

c. Bangladesh 

d. SriLanka 

 
Unit-IV:SouthAsia:RegionalIssuesandChallenges 

 

a. HumanDevelopmentinSouthAsia 

b. InsurgencyandTerrorism 

c. RefugeesandMigration 



 

ReadingList: 

 

Unit-I 

 

Acharya,J.andBose,T.K.(2001)‘TheNewSearchforaDurableSolutionforRefugees:South 

Asia’,inSamaddar,S.andReifeld,H.(eds.)PeaceasProcess:ReconciliationandConflict 

ResolutioninSouthAsia.NewDelhi:Vedams,pp-137-15773 

Baxter,C.(ed.)(1986)TheGovernmentandPoliticsofSouthAsia.London:OxfordUniversity Press. 

Brass,P.(ed.)(1986)RoutledgeHandbookofSouthAsianPolitics.London:Routledge,pp.1-24 72I. 

Hagerty,D.T.(ed.)(2005)SouthAsiainWorldPolitics,Oxford:RowmanandLittlefield. 

Hewitt,V.(1992)‘Introduction’,inTheInternationalPoliticsofSouthAsia.Manchester: 

ManchesterUniversityPress,pp.1-10. 

Muni,S.D.(2003)‘SouthAsiaasaRegion’,SouthAsianJournal,1(1),August-September,pp. 1-6 

Muni,S.D.andJetley,R.(2010)‘SAARCprospects:theChangingDimensions’,inMuni,S.D. 

(ed.)EmergingdimensionsofSAARC.NewDelhi:FoundationBooks,pp.1-31. 

Rizvi,G.(1993)SouthAsiainaChangingInternationalOrder.NewDelhi:Sage 

Thakur,R.andWiggin,O.(ed.)(2005)SouthAsiaandtheworld.NewDelhi:Bookwell. 

 

 
Unit-II 

 

Burki,S.J.(2010)‘Pakistan’sPoliticsanditsEconomy’,inBrass,P.(ed.)RoutledgeHandbook 

ofSouthAsianPolitics.London:Routledge,pp.83-97. 



 

Jha,N.K.(2008)‘DomesticTurbulenceinNepal:Origin,DimensionsandIndia’sPolicy 

Options’,inKukreja,V.andSingh,M.P.(eds.)Democracy,DevelopmentandDiscontentin 

SouthAsia.NewDelhi:Sage,pp.264-281 

Kukreja,V.(2003)ContemporaryPakistan.NewDelhi:Sage,pp.75-111and112-153. 

Kukreja,V.andSingh,M.P.(eds)(2008)Democracy,DevelopmentandDiscontentin 

SouthAsia.NewDelhi:Sage. 

Mendis,D.(ed.)ElectoralProcessesandGovernanceinSouthAsia.NewDelhi:Sage,pp.15-52. 

Subramanyam,K.(2001)‘MilitaryandGovernanceinSouthAsia’,inV.A(ed.)Problemsof 

GovernanceinSouthAsia.NewDelhi:CentreforPolicyResearch&KonarkPublishingHouse, 

pp.201-208. 

Unit-III 

 

Ali,G.(Ed.).(2022).Pakistan'sForeignPolicy:ContemporaryDevelopmentsandDynamics(1st 

ed.).Routledge.https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003250920 

Basrur,RajeshM.,(2011)'ForeignPolicyReversal:ThePoliticsofSriLanka'sEconomic 

RelationswithIndia',inE.Sridharan(ed.),International Relations Theoryand South Asia: 

Security,PoliticalEconomy,DomesticPolitics,Identities,andImagesVol.1(Delhi,2011;online 

edn,Oxford Academic, 23 Jan. 

2014),https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198069652.003.0007. 

Dietrich, Simone; Mahmud, Minhaj; Winters, Matthew S. (2017).Foreign Aid, Foreign Policy, 

and Domestic Government Legitimacy: Experimental Evidence from Bangladesh. The Journal of 

Politics,doi:10.1086/694235 

Mainali, R. (2022). Analysing Nepal’s Foreign Policy: A Hedging Perspective. Journal of Asian 

SecurityandInternationalAffairs,9(2),301–317.https://doi.org/10.1177/23477970221098491 

Pandey,A.(2021)RoutledgeHandbookonSouthAsianForeignPolicy,Routledge. 



 

Unit-IV 

 

Haq,Khadija(ed.)(2017),'HumanSecurityforSouthAsia',inKhadijaHaq(ed.),Economic Growth with 

Social Justice: Collected Writings of 

MahbubulHaq(Oxford),https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780199474684.003.0029 

Hoyt,T.D.(2005)‘TheWaronTerrorism:ImplicationsforSouthAsia’,inHagerty,D.T.(ed.) 

SouthAsiainWorldPolitics.Lanham:RomanandLittlefieldPublishers,pp.281-295. 

Lama,M.(2003)‘Poverty,MigrationandConflict:ChallengestoHumanSecurityinSouth 

Asia’,inChari,P.R.andGupta,S.(eds.)HumanSecurityinSouthAsia:Gender,Energy, 

MigrationandGlobalisation.NewDelhi:SocialSciencePress,pp.124-144 

P.R.Chari,SonikaGupta(2003)HumanSecurityinSouthAsia:Energy,Gender,Migration, 

andGlobalisation,BerghahnBooks. 

Phadnis,U.(1986)‘EthnicConflictsinSouthAsian States’, inMuni,S.D.et.al.(eds.)Domestic Conflicts in 

South Asia : Political, Economic and Ethnic Dimensions. Vol. 2. New Delhi: South 

AsianPublishers,pp.100-119. 

Wilson, J. (2003) ‘SriLanka: EthnicStrife and thePolitics ofSpace’,inCoakley,J.(ed.) The 

TerritorialManagementofEthnicConflict.Oregon:FrankCass,pp.173-193. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:6thSemester 

CourseName:POL06-01:HumanRights:TraditionsandDebates(Compulsory) Existing 

Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:600 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Prof.AkhilRanjanDutta,GauhatiUniversity,akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in 

Ms.BonditaBorbora,DudhnoiCollege,Dudhnoi,bonditaborbora@gmail.com 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• To understand human rights, its origin and debates. It is important for students to know 

howdebatesonhumanrightshavetakendistinctformshistoricallyandin thecontemporary world. 

• Toimpartknowledgeonthesignificantdevelopmentofhumanrightsstartingfrom 

EuropeantraditiontoCairoDeclaration. 

• To deal with several issues which violate Human Rights through a comparative study. The 

course seeks to anchor all issues in the Indian context, and pulls out anothercountryto 

formabroadercomparativeframe. 

• ToexplorechallengesonHumanRightsandfuturepossibility. 

 

CourseOutcomes: 

• TounderstandvariousdimensionsofHumanRightsandmultiplechallenges. 

mailto:akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in
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• Tomakesenseofinstitutionalframeworkaswellastheoreticalperspectivesofhuman rights. 

• To develop critical thinking and the abilityto make logical inferences about socio- 

economicandpoliticalissues. 

 
Unit-I:HumanRights:TheoriesandInstitutionalization 

 

a. GrowthandEvolutionofHumanRights 

b. ThreeGenerationsofHumanRights 

c. AreHumanRightsUniversal?IssueofCulturalRelativism. 

d. Institutionalization:UDHR,ICCPR,ICESCR,HumanRightsCouncil 

 

 

 
Unit-II:TraditionsofHumanRights 

 

a. EuropeanTradition:EuropeanConventiononHumanRights,1953 

b. AmericanTradition:AmericanConventionofHumanRights,1969 

c. AfricanTradition:AfricanCharteronHumanandPeoples'Rights,1986 

d. IslamicTradition:CairoDeclarationonHumanRightsinIslam,1990 

 

 
Unit-III:StructuralViolenceandHumanRights 

 

a. CasteQuestion:India 

b. GenderandDomesticViolence:India 

c. MigrationandRefugees:SouthAsia 

d. Race:SouthAfrica 

 
Unit-IV:ContemporaryDebates,IssuesandPossibilities 

 

a. Challenges:Marketeconomy&EcologicalCrisis 

b. StateAuthoritarianism 

c. Issues:HumanDevelopmentandHumanSecurity 



 

d. Possibilities:MDGs,SDGs 

 

 

 
ReadingList: 

 

 

Unit-I 

 

AlisonDundesRenteln,TheConceptofHumanRights,Anthropos,Bd.83,H.4./6.(1988),pp. 343-364 
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I:J.HoffmanandP.Graham,(2006)‘HumanRights’,IntroductiontoPoliticalTheory,Delhi, Pearson,pp.436-

458. 
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yofPensylvaniaPress,pp.ix-xiv 
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Delhi:OrientBlackswan. 

SAHRDC (2006)‘Introduction to HumanRights’; ‘Classification of HumanRights: An Overview 

oftheFirst,Second,andThirdGenerationalRights’,inIntroducingHumanRights,NewDelhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress. 

U. Baxi, (1989)‘FromHuman Rights to theRight to be Human: SomeHeresies’, in S. Kothari 

andH.Sethi(ed.),RethinkingHumanRights,Delhi:Lokayan,pp.181-166 

Vol.6,No.4(Nov.,1984),pp.400-419 

Yasin,Adil-Ul,andArchanaUpadhyay,HumanRightsAkanshaPublishingHouse,NewDelhi, 2004 



 

Unit-II 

 

AguidetotheAfricanhumanrightssystem:Celebrating30yearssincetheentryintoforceof the 

AfricanCharteronHumanandPeoples’Rights1986–2017(2017)EditedbyCentreforHuman 

Rights,FacultyofLaw,UniversityofPretoria;SouthAfrica:PretoriaUniversityPress 

C.Grabenwarteretal.,(2014)EuropeanConventiononHumanRights:Commentary,Germany 

Beck/HartPublishing 
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ContemporaryHumanRights,US:Vernonpublish 

LudovicHennebel,HélèneTigroudja(2021)TheAmericanConventiononHumanRights:A 

Commentary,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress 

MurrayandEvans(eds.)TheAfricanCharter on Human and Peoples' Rights: The System in 

Practice,1986-2000;(2002) 

ThomasM.AntkowiakandAlejandraGonza(2017)TheAmericanConventiononHumanRights: 

EssentialRights,NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress 

WilliamA.Schabas(2015)TheEuropeanConventiononHumanRights:ACommentary,United 

Kingdom:OxfordUniversityPress 

Unit-III 

 

A. Pinto, (2001)‘UN Conferenceagainst Racism: Is Caste Race?’,in Economicand Political 

Weekly,Vol.36(30) 

Ahmad, M. (2002) ‘Homeland Insecurities: Racial Violence the Day after September 11’, Social 

Text,72,Vol.20(3),pp.101-116. 

D.O’Byrne,(2007)‘Apartheid’,inHumanRights:AnIntroduction,Delhi:Pearson,pp.241-262. 

R.Wasserstorm,(2006),‘Racism,Sexism,andPreferentialTreatment:Anapproachtothe Topics’, in 

R. Goodin and P. Pettit, Contemporary Political Philosophy: an Anthology, Oxford: Blackwell,pp-

549-574 

Singh, U. (2007) ‘The Unfolding of Extraordinariness: POTA and the Construction of Suspect 

Communities’, in The State, Democracy and Anti-terror Laws inIndia, Delhi: Sage Publications, 

pp.165-219 



 

Unit-IV 

 

Acharya, Amitav “Human Security” in John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens (eds) The 

GlobalisationofWorldPolitics(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,2008),pp.490-505 
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,ThirdWorldQuarterly,Vol.22,No.2(Apr.,2001),pp.159-175 
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PaulStreeten,“HumanDevelopment:MeansandEnds”,TheBangladeshDevelopmentStudies, 

Vol.21,No.4(December1993),pp.65-76 

RolandParis,‘HumanSecurity:ParadigmShiftorHotAir?’,InternationalSecurity,Vol.26,No. 

2(Fall,2001),pp.87-102 

Stiglitz,Joseph(2002),GlobalizationandItsDiscontents,New York:W.W.Norton&Company 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:6thSemester 

CourseName:POL06-02:Feminism:TheoryandPractice(Compulsory) 

 

ExistingBaseSyllabus: 

CourseLevel:600 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Dr.BarasaDeka,GauhatiUniversity,barasa@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.JoannaMahjebeen,GauhatiUniversity,jmahjebeen@gauhati.ac.in 

Dr.AnkitaBaruah,DarrangCollege,Tezpur,ankitabaruah65@gmail.com 

 

 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• Thiscourseisdesignedtointroducestudentstothestructuralandinstitutionalbasisof 

patriarchyaswellasthebasicconceptsingenderstudies. 

• Itwouldalsogivethemanintroductiontofeministthoughtanditsevolvingtheories 

includingthecontemporarydevelopments. 

• It attempts to highlight the contribution of women’smovements in different parts of the 

world and also highlights the Indian Women’smovement from its inception to the post 

colonialperiodwithaspecialfocusongenderissuesinNortheastIndia. 

mailto:barasa@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:jmahjebeen@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:ankitabaruah65@gmail.com


 

CourseOutcomes: 

• Itwillhelptobetterappreciatekeyconceptsthatofferanunderstandingofgender 

inequality. 

• Studentswillbeinapositiontocomprehendthemeaningoffeminismandthetheoretical 

developmentsassociatedwithit. 

• ItwillhelptoappraisetheoriginanddevelopmentoffeminismintheWestandSocialist states. 

• Thiscoursewillhelpthestudentstocomprehendthetrajectoryofwomen’smovementin 

Indiaandtheissuesaddressed. 

• ItwillleadtoanalysingandunderstandingtheimportanceofgenderinNortheastIndiain 

certainkeyaspects. 

 

 
Unit-I:UnderstandingPatriarchy 

a. Patriarchyandgender 

b. Sex/genderdistinction:Nature-nurturedebate 

c. Private-publicdichotomy 

 
Unit-II:Feminism:ConceptandTheories 

a. ConceptofFeminism 

b. TheoriesofFeminism:Liberal,Socialist,Marxist,Radical 

e. Newdevelopmentsinfeministthought:Eco-feminism,Blackfeminism,Queer 

 
Unit-III:HistoryofFeminism 

a. OriginsofFeminismintheWest:France,BritainandUnitedStatesofAmerica 

b. FeminismintheSocialistCountries:China,CubaanderstwhileUSSR 

 
Unit-IV:TheIndianExperience 

a. SocialReformsMovementandwomeninthenationalistmovement 



 

b. Women’smovementinthepost-colonialperiod:issueoffamilyandpropertyrights,work 

andviolence 

c. GenderissuesinNortheastIndia:conflict,peacemakingandpolitics 

 

 
ReadingList: 

Unit-I 

Bhasin,Kamla(1993),WhatisPatriarchy?,KaliforWomen 

Bhasin,Kamla(2000),UnderstandingGender,KaliforWomen 

Davidoff, L. (1998). ‘Regarding Some “Old Husbands’” Tales: Public and Private in Feminist 

History’. In J. Landes (Ed.), Feminism, the Public and the Private. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

Eagly, A. H., &Wood, W. (2013). TheNature-Nurture Debates: 25 Years of Challengesin 

Understanding the Psychology of Gender. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 8(3), 340–357. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/44289881 

Geetha,V.(2002)Gender.Calcutta:Stree,pp1-20 

Geetha,V.(2007)Patriarchy.Calcutta:Stree. 

http://www.du.ac.in/fileadmin/DU/Academics/course_material/hrge_06.pdf, 

M.Kosambi,(2007)CrossingThresholds,NewDelhi,PermanentBlack,pp.3-10;40-46 

N.Menon(2008)‘Gender’,inR.BhargavaandA.Acharya(eds),PoliticalTheory:An 

Introduction,NewDelhi:Pearson,pp.224-233 

S.Ray‘UnderstandingPatriarchy’,Availableat 

T.Shinde,(1993)‘StreePurushaTulna’,inK.LalithaandSusieTharu(eds),WomenWritingin 

India,NewDelhi,OxfordUniversityPress,pp.221-234 

Thornton, M. (1991). The Public/Private Dichotomy: Gendered and Discriminatory.Journal of 

LawandSociety,18(4),448–463.https://doi.org/10.2307/1410319 

U.Chakravarti,(2001)‘PitrasattaParekNote’,inS.Arya,N.Menon&J.Lokneeta(eds.) 

NaarivaadiRajneeti:SangharshevamMuddey,University of Delhi: HindiMedium 

ImplementationBoard,pp.1-7 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/44289881
http://www.du.ac.in/fileadmin/DU/Academics/course_material/hrge_06.pdf


 

Unit-II 

B.Hooks,(2010)‘Feminism:AMovementtoEndSexism’,inC.McCannandS.Kim(eds), 

TheFeministReader:LocalandGlobalPerspectives,NewYork:Routledge,pp.51-57 

Jagger,Alison.(1983)FeministPoliticsandHumanNature.U.K.:HarvesterPress,pp.25-350. 

R.Delmar,(2005)‘WhatisFeminism?’,inW.Kolmar&F.Bartkowski(eds)Feminist Theory: A Reader, pp.27-

37 

Tong, Rosemary (2009), Feminist Thought: A More Comprehensive Introduction, Westview 

Press,pp11-127. 

 
Unit-III 

BrysonValerie.(1992)FeministPoliticalTheory:AnIntroduction.London:Macmillan 

Eisentein,Zillah.(1979)CapitalistPatriarchyandtheCaseforSocialist Feminism.NewYork: 

MonthlyReviewPress,pp.271-353. 

Jayawardene,Kumari.(1986)Feminismand NationalismintheThird World.London:ZedBooks, 

pp.1-24,71-108,andConclusion. 

Rowbotham,Shiela.(1993)WomeninMovements.NewYorkandLondon:Routledge,SectionI, 

pp.27-74and178-218. 

 
Unit-IV 

Bhattacharya,J.(2010).GENDER,PEACEMAKINGANDTHECASEOFNORTHEAST 

INDIA.TheIndianJournalofPoliticalScience,71(1),233–239. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/42748384 

Chinoy,AnuradhaM.,MilitarismandWomeninSouth Asia,NewDelhi:KaliforWomen,2002. 
 

Deeka,Meeta,Women’sAgencyandSocialChange:AssamandBeyond,NewDelhi:Sage,2013. 

Desai, Neera & Thakkar, Usha.(2001) WomeninIndianSociety. New Delhi: National Book Trust. 

Dhamala.R,Ranju,andSukalpaBhattacharjee(eds.)HumanRightsandInsurgency:TheNorth- East 

India,Delhi:ShipraPublications,2002. 

Dutta,Anuradha,AssamintheFreedomMovement,Calcutta:DarbariProkashan,1991. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/42748384


 

Forbes,Geraldine(1998)WomeninModernIndia.Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,pp. 1-

150. 

Gandhi,Nandita&Shah,Nandita.(1991)TheIssuesatStake –TheoryandPractice in 

ContemporaryWomen’sMovementinIndia.Delhi:Zubaan,pp.7-72. 

I.AgnihotriandV.Mazumdar,(1997)‘ChangingtheTermsofPoliticalDiscourse:Women’sMovementinInd

ia,1970s-1990s’,EconomicandPoliticalWeekly,30(29),pp.1869-1878. 

Mahanta,A.(ed.)(2002)HumanRightsandWomenofNorthEastIndia,CentreforWomen’sStudies,Dibruga

rhUniversity,Dibrugarh 

Manchanda,Rita,(ed.)Women,WarandPeaceinSouthAsia:BeyondVictimhoodtoAgency,New 

Delhi:SagePublications,2001. 

R.Kapur,(2012)‘HecklerstoPower?TheWaningofLiberalRightsandChallengesto 

FeminisminIndia’,inA.LoombaSouthAsianFeminisms,DurhamandLondon:Duke 

Sharma,Dipti,AssameseWomen inthe FreedomStruggle,Calcutta:PunthiPustak,1993. 

UniversityPress,pp.333-355 



 

 

 
FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:6thSemester 

CourseName:POL06-03a:PoliticsinNortheastIndia(Optional) 

 

ExistingBaseSyllabus: 

CourseLevel:600 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Prof.AlakaSarmah,GauhatiUniversity,alakasarmah63@gauhati.ac.inProf.

DhrubaPratimSharma,GauhatiUniversity, 

dhruba75@gauhati.ac.inDr.DipjyotiBhuyan,T.H.B.College,Jamuguri,djbhuyan

100@gmail.com 

 
CourseObjectives: 

• Thiscourseisdesignedtointroducestudentstothegeneralperceptionsaboutpoliticsin 

NortheastIndia. 

• ItwouldalsogivethemanintroductiontocolonialexperienceinNortheastIndia. 

• ItattemptstohighlightthedifferentethnicmovementsindifferentpartsoftheNortheast 

IndiaandcontemporarypoliticsinNortheastIndia. 

mailto:alakasarmah63@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:dhruba75@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:djbhuyan100@gmail.com
mailto:djbhuyan100@gmail.com


 

CourseOutcomes: 

• Itwillhelptobetterappreciatekeyconceptsthatofferanunderstandingaboutpolitical 

developmentinNortheastIndia. 

• Studentswillbeinapositiontocomprehendthemeaningofpoliticaldevelopmentin 

NortheastIndia. 

• Thiscoursewillhelpthestudentstocomprehendthetrajectoryofethnicmovementin 

NortheastIndiaandtheissuesaddressed. 

• ItwillleadtoanalysingandunderstandingtheimportanceofIssuesofNortheastIndiain 

certainkeyaspects. 

 
Unit-I:ColonialPolicy-AnnexationandAdministration 

a. Geo-StrategicLocationandSocio-CulturalDiversity. 

b. ExpansionandConsolidationofColonialRule 

c. ExcludedandPartiallyExcludedareas:InnerLine. 

d. Anti-Colonialrevolts(PhulaguriDhewaandPatharughat)andFreedomStruggle 

Unit-II:Post-ColonialDevelopments 

a. ImmigrationandProblemofRefugees. 

b. QuestionofIdentity:NagaNationalism 

c. SixthSchedule. 

d. Re-organisationofNortheastIndia 

Unit-III:PoliticalDevelopmentsinAssam 

a. LanguagePolitics. 

b. AssamMovement. 

c. BodoMovement. 

d. Riseofinsurgency:ULFAandNDFB. 

Unit-IV:ChangingNatureofStatePoliticsin Assam 

a. EmergenceofRegionalParties:AGP. 

b. FormationofAutonomousCouncils:RabhaandMising. 



 

c. Citizenship:NRCandCAA. 

ReadingList: 

Barpujari,H.K.(1980),Assam in the Days ofCompany 1826-1858,SpectrumPublications,Sole 

Distributors:UnitedPublishers,Gauhati,Assam. 

Baruah,Sanjib(2007),DurableDisorder:UnderstandingthePoliticsof NortheastIndia,Delhi: 

OxfordUniversityPress. 

Bhaumik,Subir(2009),Troubled Periphery: Crisis of India's North-East,SagePublications, 

NewDelhi. 

Das,SamirKumar(1994),ULFA:UnitedLiberationFrontofAssam:APoliticalAnalysis, 

AjantaPublications. 

Dutt,K.N.(1958),LandmarksintheFreedomStruggleofAssam,Guwahati. 

Dutta,Nandana(2012),QuestionsofIdentityinAssam:Location,Migration,Hybridity,New 

Delhi,SagePublications. 

Gait,Edward(2008),AHistoryofAssam,LawyersBookStall,Guwahati. 

Goswami,Sandhya,(1990),LanguagePoliticsinAssam,AjantaPublishingHouse. 

Guha,Amalendu,(1977),PlanterRajtoSwaraj-FreedomStruggleandElectoralPoliticsin 

Assam1826-1947,People’sPublishingHousePrivateLimited,NewDelhi. 

Haokip,T.(2015),India'sLookEastPolicyandtheNorthEast,NewDelhi,SagePublications. 

Hazarika,JatinandSharma,DhrubaPratim(2021),AdministrativeHistoryofUndividedAssam (1826-

1947),AssamRegionalBranch,IndianInstituteofPublicAdministration,andAnwesha 

Publications,Guwahati. 

Hussain,Monirul(1993),TheAssamMovement:Class,IdeologyandIdentity,ManakPublishing 

HousewithHarAnandPublications,Delhi. 

Mahanta,NaniG.(2013),Confronting the State: ULFA's Questfor Sovereignty,SAGEStudies 

onIndia'sNorthEast,NewDelhi:SAGEPublicationsIndiaPvt.Ltd. 

Misra,Udayon(1991),NationBuildingandDevelopmentinNorth-EastIndia,Purbanchal 

Prakash,Guwahati. 

Ray,B.DattaandS.P.Agarwal(1996),ReorganisationofNorth-EastIndiasince1947,Concept 

PublishingCompany. 

Saikia,Jaideep(2007),FrontiersinFlames:North-EastIndiainTurmoil,Viking,NewDelhi 



 

Sanajaoba,Naorem(2005),ManipurPastandPresent,MittalPublications,NewDelhi. 

Sarmah,Alaka(1999),ImpactofImmigrationonAssamPolitics,AjantaPublishingHouse,New Delhi. 

Sarmah,Alaka,(2013)(ed),Democracy andDiversity inNorthEastIndia,DVSPublications, 

Guwahati. 

Sarmah,AlakaandKonwer,Shubhrajeet(2015)(ed.),FrontierStates:EssaysonDemocracy, 

SocietyandSecurityinNEIndia,DVSPublications,Guwahati. 

Sengupta,Madhumita(2016),Becoming Assamese: Colonialism and New Subjectivities in 

NortheastIndia,London:Routledge. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:6thSemester 

CourseName:POL06-03b:ConflictandPeaceBuilding(Optional) 

Existing Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:600 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Prof.AkhilRanjanDutta,GauhatiUniversity,akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in 

Prof.JayantaKrishnaSarmah,GauhatiUniversity,jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.inMr.Ra

hulBania,TezpurCollege,Tezpur, rahulbania81@gmail.com 

 

CourseObjectives: 

•  To create an understanding of a variety of conflict situations among students in a way 

thattheycanrelatetothemthroughtheirlivedexperiences. 

• Tointroducepracticalconflictresolutiontechniquesandstrategies 

•  Toencouragestheuseofnewinformationtechnologiesandinnovativewaysof 

understandingtheseissuesbyteachingstudentsskillsofmanagingandresolvingconflicts 

andbuildingpeace. 

• Topursuewaystoreduceviolentconflict and promotejusticebymeansof negotiation and 

nonviolentaction 

mailto:akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:rahulbania81@gmail.com


 

CourseOutcomes: 

• TolearnthebasicconceptsaboutconflictandPeaceBuilding. 

• ToUnderstanddifferentapproachesandtheoriestopeaceandconflictstudies. 

• Tolearnthevariousskillsandtechniquesasconflictresponsesinthesociety. 

• Tounderstandthenatureofsocioculturalconflictsbasedonethnic,religiousandgender. 

• Studentswillunderstand,compareandevaluatetheoriesandresearchonthecausesof 

intergroupandinternationalconflictandviolence. 

• Developacriticalunderstandingofhowsocietiesdevelopnonviolentmeansofbasicsocial 

change,recoverfromviolence,andpreventitfromreoccurringinthefuture. 

 

 
Unit-I:ConflictanditsConcepts 

a. UnderstandingConflict 

b. ConflictResolutionandPeaceBuilding 

 

c. ConflictManagementandConflictTransformation 

 
Unit-II:DimensionsofConflict 

a. Economic/ResourceSharingConflicts 

 

b. Formsofconflicts:Ethnic,ReligiousandGender 

c. TerritorialConflict 

 
Unit-III:ConflictResponses:SkillsandTechniques-I 

a. Negotiations:TrustBuilding 

 

b. Mediation:SkillBuilding;ActiveListening 

c. RoleofUNOandCivilSocietyinPeaceBuilding 

 
Unit-IV:ConflictResponses:SkillsandTechniques-II 

a. TrackI,TrackII&MultiTrackDiplomacy 

b. GandhianMethods 



 

C.Media,NGOsandPeaceBuilding 

 

 
ReadingList: 

Unit-I 

AshutoshVarshney,EthnicConflictandCivicLife:HindusandMuslimsinIndia(NewHaven: 

YaleUniversityPress,2002). 

Ballentine,KarenandJakeSherman.2003.Thepoliticaleconomyofarmedconflict:beyondgreed 

andgrievance.Boulder,Co.:LynneRiennerPublishers 

Cordell, Karl and Stefan Wolff. 2009. Ethnic conflict: causes, consequences, and responses. 

Cambridge;Malden,MA:Polity 

Galtung,Johan.(1969).Violence,Peace,andPeaceResearch.JournalofPeaceResearch,6:3,pp. 167-

191. 

O. Ramsbotham, T. Woodhouse and H. Miall, (2011) ‘UnderstandingContemporary 

Conflict’,in Contemporary Conflict Resolution, (Third Edition), Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 

94‐122. 

W.Zartman,(1995)‘DynamicsandConstraintsInNegotiationsInInternalConflicts’,inWilliam 

Zartman(ed.),ElusivePeace:NegotiatinganEndtoCivilWars,Washington:TheBrookings 

Institute,pp.3‐29. 

C.Mitchell,(2002)‘BeyondResolution:WhatDoesConflictTransformationActually 

Transform?’,inPeaceandConflictStudies,9:1,May,pp.1‐23.16 

S. Ryan, (1990) ‘Conflict Management and Conflict Resolution’, in Terrorism and Political 

Violence,2:1,pp.54‐71. 

J.Lederach,(2003)TheLittleBookofaConflictTransformation,London:GoodBooks. 

I.Doucet,(1996)ThinkingAboutConflict,ResourcePackforConflictTransformation: 

InternationalAlert. 

M.Lund,(2001)‘AToolboxforRespondingtoConflictsandBuildingPeace’,in L.Reychler 

andT.Paffenholz,eds.,Peace‐Building:AFieldGuide,Boulder:LynneRienner,pp.16‐20. 

 

L.Schirch,(2004)TheLittleBookofStrategicPeacebuilding,London:GoodBooks. 

Unit-II 

P.LeBillon,(2009)‘EconomicandResourceCausesofConflicts’,inJ.Bercovitch,V. 

KremenyukandI.Zartman(eds.)TheSageHandBookofConflictResolution,London:Sage 

Publications,pp.210‐224. 



 

R.Rubenstein,(2003)‘Sources’,inS.Cheldelin,D.Druckmanand L.Fast (eds.)Conflict:From 

AnalysistoIntervention,London:Continuum,pp.55‐67. 

S.Ayse Kadayifci‐Orellana, (2009)‘Ethno‐ReligiousConflicts:Exploring theRoleof Religionin Conflict 

Resolution’, in J. Bercovitch,V.KremenyukandI.Zartman (eds.)The Sage HandBook 

ofConflictResolution,London:SagePublications,pp.264‐284. 

 

 
Unit-III 

C. Webel and J. Galtung (eds.), (2007) The Handbook of Peace and Conflict Studies, London: 

Routledge. 

EthnicConflicts,PalgraveMacmillan:NewYork,pp.1‐30. 

H.Saunders,(1999)APublicPeaceProcess:SustainedDialoguetoTransformRacialand 

JBercovitch,V.Kremenyuk,andI.Zartman(eds.),(2009)TheSageHandBookofConflict 

N. Behera, ‘Forging New Solidarities: Non‐official Dialogues’, in M. Mekenkamp, P. Tongeren 

andH.VanDeVeen(eds.),SearchingForPeaceInCentralAndSouthAsia,London:Lynne 

RiennerPublishers,pp.210‐236. 

R. Wagner and D. Winter, (eds.), Peace, Conflict, and Violence: Peace Psychology forthe 

Resolution,London:SagePublications. 

 
Unit-IV 

Banks, Michael and Mitchell Christopher (Eds), 1990, A Handbook on the Analytical Problem 

SolvingApproach,InstituteforConflictAnalysisandResolution,GeorgeMasonUniversity. 

BruceBuenodeMesquita(1980),“TheoriesofInternationalConflict:AnAnalysisandan Appraisal,” 

in Ted R Gurr ed., Handbook of Political Conflict: Theory and Research, New York, TheFreePress 

Gulrez,M.(2004)ConflictTransformationinWestAsia,NewDelhi,UppalPublishingHouse. 

H.BurgessandG.Burgess,(2010)ConductingTrackII,WashingtonD.C:UnitedStates 

InstituteofPeace. 

 

S.MasonandM.Siegfried,(2010)DebriefingMediatorsToLearnTheirExperiences, 

WashingtonD.C:UnitedStatesInstituteofPeace. 

I.ZartmanandA.DeSoto,(2010)TimingMediationInitiatives,WashingtonD.C:United 



 

StatesInstituteofPeace.17 

A. SmithandD.Smock,(2010)ManagingAMediationProcess,WashingtonD.C:United 

StatesInstituteofPeace. 

J.DaviesandE.Kaufman(eds.),(2003)SecondTrack/Citizens'Diplomacy:Conceptsand 

TechniquesforConflictTransformation,Rowman&Littlefield:Maryland. 

JBercovitch,V.Kremenyuk,andI.Zartman(eds.),(2009)TheSageHandBookofConflict 

Resolution,London:SagePublications.M.Steger,(2001)‘Peacebuildingand 

Non‐Violence:Gandhi’sPerspectiveonPower’,inD.Christie,R.WagnerandD.Winter, 

(eds.),Peace,Conflict,andViolence:PeacePsychologyforthe21stCenturyEnglewood Cliffs, New 

Jersey: Prentice‐Hall. 



 

FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:6thSemester 

CourseName:POL06-04a:RuralLocalGovernance:Theory&Practice(Optional) 

Existing Base Syllabus: 

CourseLevel:600 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-

ContactClasses:0 

ParticularsofCourseDesigner: 

Prof.JayantaKrishnaSarmah,GauhatiUniversity,jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.inDr.Di

gantaKalita,B.P.ChalihaCollege,Nagarbera,dkalita72@gmail.comDr.JintuGo

hain,R.G.BaruahCollege,Guwahati,gohain89@gmail.com 

 

CourseObjectives: 

• ThecourseseekstoprovideanintroductiontotheRuralLocalGovernanceandits 

significancein contemporarytimes. 

• This course encompasses local governancein its historical context. This course acquaints 

studentswiththeRuralLocalInstitutionsandtheiractualworking. 

• The course seeks to explain the various aspects of decentralization and democratic 

decentralization.Itfurther encouragesa study ofrural localinstitutionsintheirmutual 

interactionandtheirinteractionwiththepeople. 

• The course attempts to provide the students a comprehensive understanding on rural local 

finance. 

CourseOutcomes: 

mailto:jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.in
mailto:dkalita72@gmail.com
mailto:gohain89@gmail.com


 

• Thispaperwillhelpstudentsunderstandtheimportanceofgrassrootpoliticalinstitutions 

inempoweringpeople. 

• The students also gain knowledgeabout the important and significance of rurallocal 

governance. 

• Studentwilllearntheconstitutionalstructureoftherurallocalbodies. 

• Studentwillunderstandtheinterrelationshipamongtheconceptsofdecentralization, 

democracyandparticipation. 

 
Unit-I:RuralLocalGovernance:ConceptandEvolution 

 

a. UnderstandingRuralLocalGovernance 

b. Rural Local Governance: Views of M.K. Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, R.M. Lohia, Vinoba 

Bhave,J.P.Narayan 

c. EvolutionandImportantCommittees:BalwantRaiMehtaCommittee(1957),Ashok Mehta 

Committee (1978), L. M. Singvi Committee (1986)- 64th Constitutional Amendment 

Bill(1989)-65thConstitutionalAmendmentBill(1989) 

 
Unit-II:ConstitutionalPerspectivesofRuralLocalGovernance 

 

a. 73
rd
AmendmentAct:MajorFeatures;11

th
ScheduleoftheConstitutionofIndia 

b. RuralLocalGovernanceinTribalAreas:6thScheduleoftheConstitutionofIndia 

c. PESA(1996):KeyProvisions 

 
Unit-III:PerspectivesofDecentralizationinRuralLocalGovernance 

 

a. DemocraticDecentralization:Keyissues 

b. DelegationandDevolution 

c. LocalizationofSustainableDevelopmentGoals:Challenges 

 
Unit-IV:RuralLocalFinance:ConceptandPractice 

 

a. DevolutionofFundstoPanchayatiRajInstitutions 

b. SocialAuditandAuditOnline 



 

c. e-GramSwaraj 
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FourYearUndergraduateProgramme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester:6thSemester 

CourseName:POL06-04b:UrbanLocalGovernance:TheoryandPractice(Optional) 
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CourseLevel:600 

TheoryCredit:60 

PracticalCredit:0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 

60No.ofNon-
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CourseObjectives: 

• Theobjectiveofthiscourseistomakestudentsawareofthesignificanceofgovernance 

inthecontextofurbandevelopmentandmanagement. 

• Thiscourseisintendedtoequipstudentswithabasicunderstandingoftheconstitutional 

structurerelatedtothegovernanceofcitiesandoftheurbanareas. 

• Itwillenhancedifferenttheoreticalunderstandinganddebateslikepublicparticipationin 

urbangovernance,humanenvironmentinteractionandofrighttothecities. 

CourseOutcomes: 

• Haveabasicunderstandingofthepoliciesandinstitutionsgoverningcitiesandurbanareas. 
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• Haveabasicknowledgeoftheconstitutionalstructureofurbangovernance. 

• Understandtheconceptsanddifferentdimensionsofurbangovernancehighlightingthe 

majordebatesinthecontemporarytimes. 

• Evaluate the importance of urban governance in the context of a globalising world, 

environment,administrationanddevelopment. 

• Equipping students with the skillto analyse good governance practices and initiatives of 

urbangovernancesystem. 

 

 
Unit-I:IntroductiontoUrbanLocalGovernance 

a. UrbanizationTrendsinglobalizing21stCentury 

b. SustainableUrbanDevelopment:TheoryandPractice 

c. Genesisof74thAmendmentoftheConstitutionofIndia 

 
Unit-II:ConstitutionalandLegalStructureofUrbanLocalGovernance 
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Unit-III:DevelopmentandEnvironmentalGovernance 

a. Ecologyconservationandenvironmentalgovernanceinurbanareas 
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Unit-IV:GoodGovernanceInitiativeandPractices 

a. UrbanPublicServiceDelivery 

b. CountryandTownPlanning 

c. PublicHousingandSlumDevelopment 
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