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Prof. Pratap Jyoti Handique
Vice Chancellor

Phone = 9435012920

E-mail 1D ve@gauhatiac .

MESSAGE

I have the pleasure to offer my appreciation to the Goalpara
College, Goalpara for its effort to publish the annual issue of the College
magazine “Goalparian” (2021-2022 volume). The College magazine
incorporates articles of the college students and the faculty members. |
believe this publication will be a strong medium for both the students and
the faculty members of the college for an intellectual exercise. It also

provides scope for manifestation of hidden talents in the college.

I hope that the said publication wili be richly endowed with
contributions from both the students and the teaching community and will
make interesting reading. I wish all success in the effort and hope the

Magazine will be well accepted by the readers.

&t‘f& k.

Date : 23.03.2021 (Pratap Jyoti Handique)

Address: Guwahali-781014 Assam:india Phone : 7099023760 Web : www.gauhatiai
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A critique of gender stereotypes in South Korean culture
with special reference to Han Kang’s The Vegetarian

The article attempts to analyse the male
dominated patriarchal society in South Korea through
the prism ofthe trope of food with special reference to
Han Kang'saward winning novel 7he Vegetarian (2007).
The plot of the novel centres on the character of Yeong-
Hye and her eating disorder. Although the South Korean
society predominantly survives on non-vegetarian food,
the character of Yeong-hye suddenly decides to stop
consuming non-vegetarian food and survive on a strict
vegetarian diet. Her decision to quit non-vegetarian food
comes with a strange dream. Her husband Mr.Cheong
along with her entire family, 1.e. her father, mother, brother,
husband and her elder sister In-hye are all annoyed with
her decision. This is because quitting non-vegetarian food
in the South Korean culture amounts to disrespecting
their culture unless the person has some health issues.
The South Korean society sees meat eating as a natural
human behaviour and someone acting otherwise is
viewed as abnormal. Yeong-hye’s family also tries to force
feed her which results in dire consequences as Yeong-
Hye while trying to resist cuts her veins and ends up in
the hospital. As the novel progresses the readers find
Yeong-hye’s family distancing from her. Her parents cut
off all ties with her and her husband gives her divorce
and parts their ways. It is only her elder sister In-hye
who is a constant support throughout the narrative and
takes care of her. She performs her duties of an elder
sister towards her younger one. She does everything in
her capacity to keep her sister alive but she withers away.

In the above statements an attempt has been
made to give a general overview of'the plot ofthe novel.
But things are not as simple as they seem in the first reading.

Author: Wasima Ibnat Rashid
Co-author: Morium Yasmin

Fifth Semester, English Department
Presented this paper in the inter-college
seminar organised by B.Borooah College.

The issue in the novel is not only about eating disorder
but there are several underlying ideologies working which
needs critical analysis. Yeong-hye’s decision to quit non-
vegetarian food and her eventual suffering is not only the
result of a dream as she claims it to be. It is the effect of
past trauma in a male dominated Korean society which
results in her acts of resistance. After threading through
the narrative the readers find that Yeong-hye’s father is a
patriarch and he was very violent towards his children
and their mother during their childhood. Those past events
leave an indelible mark on Yeong-hye’s psyche. To
illustrate:

Yeong-hye had been the only victim of their
beatings. Such violence wouldn’t have bothered
their brother Yeong-ho so much, aboy who went
around doling out his own rough justice to the
village children. As the eldest sister In-hye had
been the one who took over from their exhausted
mother and made a broth for her father to wash
the liquor down, and so he’d always taken a
certain care in his dealings with her. Only Yeong-
hye, docile and naive had been unable to deflect
their father’s temper or put up any form of
resistance. (Kang 157)

Yeong-hye is the victim of a sexist Korean culture where
she 1s oppressed by her father and brother during her
childhood and by her husband after marriage. Her
husband does not love her, there is no affection but he
only sees her as a necessity to live his life comfortably
after marriage. The character of Yeong-hye challenges
and resists the reigning norms of the patriarchal Korean
society and that is where her suffering starts. It needs
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mention that the situations in her life make her suffering
not only physical but also psychological and cultural. The
mitial lines of the narrative are enoughto illuminate Yeong-
hye’s husband’s attitude towards her. Mr Cheong is the
narrator of the first part of the novel ‘The Vegetarian’
where he remarks:

Before my wife turned vegetarian, I’d always
thought of her as completely unremarkable in
every way. To be frank, the first time I met her I
wasn’t even attracted to her. Middling height;
bobbed hair neither long nor short; jaundiced,
sickly-looking skin; somewhat prominent
cheekbones; her timid, sallow aspect told me all
I needed to know. As she came up to the table
where [ was waiting, I couldn’t help but notice
her shoes-the plainest black shoes imaginable.
And that walk of hers-neither fast nor slow, nor
striding nor mincing. (Kang 3)

The above lines from the text stand testimony to the fact

that Mr. Cheong is a materialistic person who was only
interested in the appearances of Yeong-hye. He never
tries to understand her personality and when things do

not go according to him he abandons her. He marries

her due to the demands of'the society to get married and
sees Yeong-hye as an object of desire. This argument

can be proved when he says, “However, if there wasn’t
any special attraction, nor did any particular drawbacks
present themselves, and therefore there was no reason
for the two of us not to get married” (Kang 3).Also her
decision to not wear bra is one among the many
rejections that she undertakes to challenge and resistthe
ideological constructs of beauty in the South Korean
society. It can be seen as a means of patriarchal control
over the female body which turns the woman into an
object of desire. Therefore, Mr Cheong says, “I couldn’t
get my head round it. It wasn’t even as though she had
shapely breasts which might suit the ‘no-bra look’. I

would have preferred her to go around wearing one that
was thickly padded, so that I could save face in front of
my acquaintances” (5). Her decision to not wear bra
and exposing her breasts in public lands her in the mental
asylum. This is another mechanism of the patriarchal
society where a woman is seen as mad, abnormal and
deviant as she rejects the norms of the society. She is
finally ostracised and isolated as seen in Yeong-hye’s
case.

Dreams play a crucial role in the novel 7he
Vegetarian as it is where all the conflict in Yeong-hye’s
life started. The dream experienced by Yeong-hye can
also be seen as an outlet ofher childhood trauma when
she sees her pet dog hacked and brutally killed by her
father. Then he also lays out a feast where he calls the
villagers and cooks the dog which they all eat including
Yeong-hye. This incident can be seen as both inhumanity
towards a creature and her father’s violent behaviour. It
comes to haunt her present in the form of'a dream when
she decides to quit meat eating. The dream sequences
in the novel are all italicised and they are all related to
the process of meat eating. The dream sequences
experienced by Yeong-hye draw a clear picture ofthe
cause of her suffering. The last line ofher second dream
bears a clue to Yeon-hye’s psychological condition and
provides some meaning to her dream, “Dawn of the next
day. The pool of'blood in the barn. . I first saw the face
reflected there” (Kang 19). The barn denotes an abattoir
and here she sees herself through the trope of the meat
eating culture ofthe Korean society.

Yeong-hye is a victim of South Korea’s meat
eating culture. As stated above her refusal to eat meat is
a consequence of the trauma that she went through during
her childhood when she witnessed animal abuse at the
hands of her father. When their pet dog Whitey bites
Yeong-hye, her father takes disciplinary actions against
the animal by brutally killing it. This is also done by the
father where he falls prey to superstitions of the Korean
culture. It is believed that if the meat ofthe dog that bit a
person is consumed, the person canbe cured. Therefore,
he chains their pet dog to his motorcycle and circles the
village seven times until it is exhausted and almost falls
dead. This is done to keep the meat tender. Then he
finally hacks the dog. This horrible incident leaves an
indelible mark on Yeong-hye’s psyche which comes to
haunt her present in the form of dreams.

Yeong-hye is also the victim of her husband’s
sexual abuse. She is the victim of marital rape. Her refusal
to eat meat is accompanied by her refusal to have sex
with her husband as he is a meat eater. These refusals
from the novel set a strong analogy between meat eating
and sexual urges. Her resistance falls on deafears of her
husband as he being a product of the male oriented
patriarchal society forces himself on her and rapes her.
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So yes, on nights when I returned home late and
somewhat inebriated after a meal with
colleagues, I would grab my wife and push her
to the floor. Pinning down her struggling arms
and tugging off her trousers, I became
unexpectedly aroused. She put up a surprisingly
strong resistance and spitting out vulgar curses
all the while, one time in three I would manage
to insert myself successfully. (Kang 30)

Conclusion: Inthe above discussion an attempt has been
made to throw some light on the patriarchal ideologies
of'the South Korean society and its relationship to the
meat eating culture with special reference to Hang Kang’s
novel The Vegetarian. It can be concluded that although
the central character of the novel Yeong-hye suffers

throughout the process of resisting the meat eating culture
ofthe male dominated Korean society, her experiences
can also be viewed as a weapon ofher resistance. Han
Kang, through her oeuvre, tries to expose the patriarchal
society where women are treated as second citizen. The
ideological constructs of beauty are also foregrounded
in the narrative whereboth men and women are forced
to go under the knife to meet the beauty standards of
South Korea.
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Sociological Interpretation of LGBTQ Movement

Identity is one of the key variables in a society
that makes differences among people or groups. Some
always play a dominant role over another identity which
is accepted by all. It is implied that some identities take
position at the centre of the society and some other are
at the margin. This characteristic exists in human society
from the very beginning. The LGBTQ community in India
has been facing problem due to their sexual and gender
identity which goes beyond normative to homophobic
state as well as to the society. Several dimensions are
associated with the deprivation of LGBTQ people in
India that need to be explored. Thus, the discrimination
of LGBTQ community in India is not new, the community
has been facing huge problems since years.

In matters of sexuality, the term people use can
vary widely from culture to culture. The term “lesbian”
“gay”, bisexual and “transgender” (LGBT) are used
because they are the English terms most community used
in the international human rights discourse. However, this
is inno way intended to ignore the diversity of other terms
and identities, nor to deny the cultural connotation
attached to these terms.

Sexual orientation :

This term is used to describe patterns of
emotional, romantic and sexual orientation and sense of
personal and social identity based on these attractions.
Social orientation exists with exclusive attraction to the
opposite or the same sex.

Gender identity :

It refers to a person’s experience of self
expression inrelation to social construction of masculinity
or feminity. A person may have a male or female gender

Mazeda Yeasmin
Fifth Semester
Sociology Department

identity, with the physiological characteristic of the
opposite sex.

“There is nothing wrong with you. There’s a lot wrong
with the world you live in”— Chris Colfer,an American
actor, singer and author

History of LGBTQ movement :

History owes an apology to the members of'the
LGBTQ community and their families”

The British Raj (British Empire in India) justified their
existence as a “civilising” force, imposing their Victorian
morality on Indians. At that time there were a vast array
of cultures and activities through out India, all with differing
views on homosexuality.

“ Even in socially conservation areas, same sex intimacy
was simply a part of life. In India, there was a rich
diversity in the ways is which sexuality was understood.”

Ancient India is full of stories of LGBT people.
Awadh (present day Lucknow) had a ruler who would
live as diferent genders and take on different sexual
partner. Late19th century Bengali novels detailed lesbian
relationships. Sufi Muslim books described romances
between two men. Even the Kama Sutra had adviced
for consensual homosexual intercourse.

The Koovagam Festival traces its origins back
to the third century B.C with the ancient myth of Krishna
who look the form of women to marry Aravan before
the battle of Mahabharata. Their marriage is still
celebrated today, with the Koovagan Festival becoming
one of the largest annual gatherings oftranspeople in India
or Hijra as they are called.

During the 157 years of section 377 the LGBTQ
community of India suffered terrible atrocities. There are
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countless accounts of blackmails, police brutality and
gang rape, the raiding of HIV/AIDS centres on the
grounds they were promoting illegal acts, abductions and
murders of gay men and lesbian women beaten to death.

The lack ofa united narrative about homosexuality
across India meant that there was no singular dissenting
voice against the forced implementation of section 377
in 1860.

In 2003 the Indian government refused
to decriminalise homosexuality, claiming it would “open
the floodgates of delinquent behaviour.” While in 2013
the Supreme Court turned down a challange to section
377, arguing LGBT people were only “minuscule
minority” seeking “so-called rights :

Just a few months before section 377 was
overturned, alesbian couple leaped to deaths, leaving

only a note that reportedly read, “We have left this world
to live with each other. The world did not allow us to stay
together.”

“Today’s judgement makes it possible that people
may no longer see fear in the future, but hope.”
Evolution of LGBT Rights:

Section 377 of IPC which criminalised all kinds
of non-procreative sexual intercourse was enacted in the
pre-independence era by the the British colonial
Government. The law was not only directed against
homosexuals but also covered all other forms of non-
traditional sexual intercourse even in the course of
heterosexual union. So this law was nothing but a residue
of'the orthodox dictatorian morality which had no place
in a democratic country like India. H
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Straight, Curly, Afro Kinky,
Frizzy: Beauty, Politics and Beyond

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the famous Nigerian
writer of acclaimed novels like Purple Hibiscus (2003)
and Americanah (2013), said in one of her interviews
that if Michelle Obama hadn’t straightened her hair,
Barack Obama would not have won the U.S. presidential
elections. Even their daughters Malia and Sasha had to
straighten their Afro locks so that the family would not
look too black and the majority white community could
relate to them. In the 21* century, our society is still
predominantly patriarchal in nature. Women have always
been the victims of social constructs, from being the
carriers of cultural baggage in the society to being
subjected to male dominance.

This article particularly focuses on how a
woman’s hair has also been politicized. Women are
always expected to walk, talk, dress in a particular way.
A woman’s movements are always under surveillance
and constantly scrutinised by the patriarchal society. Her
identity and self expression are viewed through a male
gaze. Inthis context, the famous French feminist Simone
de Beauvoir’s ideas become relevant. In her seminal text
The Second Sex (1949) she says, “One is not born, but
rather becomes a woman”. Likewise, our society has
also constructed some beauty standards for a woman’s
hair. For instance, a stereotypical feminine look is to have
long, straight and smooth hair and women have
internalized these stereotypes. They have constantly tried
to fit themselves to get accepted by the patriarchal
society. If a woman has curls, it has to be loose and
accessible. And to fit into these stereotypes a woman is
ready to burn a part of her body by straightening or
smoothening her hair. This only adds to a woman’s
vulnerability. Also a woman with hair which is not straight
and manageable (i.e. curly, frizzy) is met with assumptions
of being angry, non-conformist and protesting in nature.

Manasi Devi
Assistant Professor, English Department

This article also attempts to contest some ideas
advocated in the Indian religious text Lakshmi Charit
which is basically a set of guidelines on how to be the
‘perfect woman’ (a daughter, wife and mother). The text
proposes that a woman with curly, frizzy and
unmanageable hair is a ‘kullokhi’. The text, aiming to
glorify a woman to the point of being a goddess,
demonizes/dehumanizes her on the basis ofher hair texture
and tries to criticize her body with which she is born. But
the point to lay particular focus on is the writer of such
texts which tries to control a woman’s body and define
her identity. It is to be noted that religious texts were
mostly documented by the male members of our society.
Therefore men have, since time immemorial, tried to define
a woman’s identity through her body and his perceptions
of beauty. Women with curly, kinky, frizzy hair are
perceived as digressive, deviant, unconventional and
eccentric in nature. But these perceptions have no logical
explanation.

Even in the great Indian epic Mahabharata we
see the character of Dusashana dragging Draupadi by
her untied hair to the royal court as if by holding her
locks he was controlling the feisty woman that the
character of Draupadi was. The Greek goddess Athena
punished Medusa for having an affair with the Greek god
Poseidon by making her hair into writhing snakes. This
directs us to the fact that hair is an identity marker as
Athena wanted Medusa to look like a hideous hag and
distort her beauty by ruining her hair. Meghan Markle,
wife of Prince Harry of Britain, was asked to straighten
her hair before giving birth so that the child would not
have her natural frizzy, curly hair. The fantasy world of
Disney has also politicized a woman’s hair through their
cartoon characters. Belle, Cinderella, Aurora, Jasmine,
Snow White have manageable smooth hair and are
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representative of meek, docile, caring, traditional and
feminine women. The character of Rapunjel implicitly says
that a woman’s power lies in her long tresses and once
they are cut, she will lose her magic (i.e. her essence is in
her long hair). Awoman’s hair has also been commodified
as advertisements on hair care products mostly display
women with long, straight and manageable hair. Although
some women prefer curly hair it is only to look trendy
and the curls are not natural but salon made or wigs. It
might look cool and funky but it is not portrayed as
aspirational. Short hair is less feminine and coloured,
highlighted, beaded, cornrows, dreadlocks are rarely
endorsed as womanly or mainstream.

On the other hand, Disney has come up with
characters like Moana and Merida (they have curly,
unmanageable hair) who may be seen as cool or deviant
but not appropriate and feminine. Historical figures like
Cleopatra and Joan of Arc had bob hairstyles as a
reminder of their strong personalities but less feminine.
Jnanpith awardee Assamese writer Mamoni Raisom
Goswami is a glowing example ofhow hair profoundly
contributes to a woman’s identity. Women are always
expected to tame their hair and her untied hair with the
flyaways contributed to a great extent to her digressive
identity along with her controversial literary creations.
Also untied hair is perceived as less professional. The
aesthetics of being professional and beautiful are very

narrow. The patriarchal society has a single way of
defining beauty which is homogeneous in nature.

Hair is also politicised in celluloid. We see a fetish
for straight, smooth and accessible hair. Nina Simone
was one of'the first black women during the 1960’s to
promote the idea of embracing natural black hair. She
was an American singer (jazz, blues) and songwriter.
There were other famous actresses before Nina who did
mtroduce wavy hairstyles on screen. But, to maintain those
hairstyles one had to undergo chemical treatments,
heating, spraying etc. to get the perfect wave or curl.
Again, the transition that the character of Kajol in the
1998 movie Kuch Kuch Hota Hain takes, from having
short hair to long tresses, mirrors the stereotypes
constructed by our society while defining a woman’s
identity. The young tomboy Kajol has short hair but as
she grows up the story demands the character to look
more feminine. Therefore, when the character of Kajol
is getting married, she has long hair which portrays her
as more womanly. Her long hair also draws the attention
of'the hero in the latter part ofthe movie. This is just one
of the many examples in the film industry where a
woman’s identity is always straitjacketed and
misrepresented. But the case of the LGBTQIA community
is very unique and interesting as they use their hair to
represent power, visibility and beauty especially during
their pride marches and events. Therefore, it can be said
that a woman’s hair is weaved in politics. l
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Protestant Ethics and Spirit of Capitalism:
A Sociological Study

The Protestant ethics is a vivid example of how
religious transformation could set in motion institutional
changes, leading to profound consequences for economic
and political development. Although economists and other
scientists agree that there is a strong relation between
the protestant ethics and economic development, there
isaactive discussion as to what are the path ways con-
necting protestantism to long-run economic success.
“work ethics” and entrepreneurial spirit of protestants,
were originally suggested by Max Weber, while others,
such as religious freedom and education, are deeply
grounded in economic theory, other pathways have been
suggested, such as social ethics, civil society, and insti-
tutional changes.

The protestant Ethic is an ethos of christianity in
the business world. It is built on the back of extreme
subjugation, yet it only takes what it needs in a highly
competitive world to maintain excellence in the face of
peers. Its a means of'the spirit of capitalism, which is the
denotating of a higher ideal. Yet it was first capitatism
then the protestant ethic. The protestant Ethic is the cor-
rection of full capitalism.

The economic consequence of the protestant
Ethics and spirit of capitalisms are of wide ranging im-
portance for debates concerning the emergences ofeco-
nomic growth in Europe.

The first people to recognize the role the protes-
tant ethics played in the economic development of Eu-

Javed Zaman
Sixth Semester, Sociology Department

rope was Max Weber. While living in Purssia, he ob-
served that most protestant cities were better than catho-
lic cities. Max Weber not only noted the correlations
betweens protestantism and possitive economic growth.
But he also suggested a mechanism by which this corre-
lations could have occured. In his work, the protestant
Ethic and the spirit of capitalisms, he argued that the ref-
ormation influenced European society by changing the
value and ethics ofpeople.

There is an agreement among economists and other
social scientist that the protestant etics had a positive im-
pact on economic growth in Europe, another famous
claim that Max Weber made in his seminal work is that
protestantion was central to rise of what he called the
“spirit of capitalism”. He argued that for protestants oc-
cupations is a calling from God, and thus for some it may
be a God’s calling to be an entrepreneur.

More recently, social scientist started to discuss the
role that the protestant reformations played in the evalution
of'the state, giving rise to more dempcratic parliament
that served as a catalist for implementing economically
beneficial laws. Moreover, this had an additional exter-
nal effect as protestant missionaries went around the world
contributing to development of democracy in Africa, Asia,
Latine America . While spreading the Gospel, Protes-
tant missionaries were able to transform entire coun-
tries. mm
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An Essay on Lakshminath Bezbarua’s Children’s Fiction
and
his Decolonising Agenda

Lakshminath Bezbarua was born in Assam, one
of the North Eastern states of India in 1864 into an
aristocratic family. Modern scholars believe that his
contribution is unparalleled in the field of Assamese
literature.

Since 1926 the British had already made its claim
over the state of Assam. Besides, Bengali had become
the medium of instruction in schools and the language of
the court since 1937. Inspite of its distinct linguistic
differences the Assamese language continued to be
looked upon as a dialect of Bengali. The hegemonic
forces had already created an uproar amongst the then
Assamese literary intelligentsia viz Gunadhiram Barua,
them Chandra Barua, Anandram Dhekial Phukan and
many more, who had shouldered the responsibility of
safeguarding the cultural values and attributedan
indigenous identity to the Assamese culture and language
with their significant contributions. Since his childhood
Bezbarua got most influenced by his predecessors and
was determined to carry on the struggle from where his
predecessors had left.

It was on August 25, 1888, the fateful day that
the Assamese literature witnessed a new dawn. Bezbarua
along with as many as fifty Assamese students Benudhar
Rajkhowa, Ananda Chandra Agrawala, Ratneswar
Barua, Sivaram Bordoloi, Chandra Kamal Agrawala,
Hemchandra Goswami, Padmanath Gohai Barua who
were in Kolkata came forward to form the historic
Asomiya Bhasha Unnati Sadhini Sabha and resolved
to work for the betterment of their language. They also
brought out the first issue of the Assamese magazine
Jonaki in 1889. In 1891 he became the editor of the
same and since then his literary activities had been quite
relentless. In 1909 he published Bahi (The Flute).

Dr Santosh K Mishra
Associate Professor
English Department

In 1911 he published the first collection of
Assamese folktales under the title Budhi Aair Sadhu
(The Grannie’s Tales). Subsequently he published Kaka
Deuta aru Nati Lora (The Grandpa and the Grandson).
Of'late his Patoni (Preface) to Budhi Aair Sadhu has
harnessed serious critical engagement of the Assamese
scholars. Bezbarua in his preface has tried to defend his
Sadhu (tales) against the charges of plagiarism. Besides,
he has also mentioned the procedure he adopted much
like Grimm Brothers for collection of the Sadhu. He also
tried to establish the fact that the similarities in the folktales
of different locales are but obvious because of their
Ancient Aryan origin.

However, a few significant remarks that he
passed requires serious attention-

A few years ago, people considered Sadhu or
folktales as innocent, childish and non-serious till the
German Scholars demolished such constructions. In this
context he refers to Herder’s collection of Popular
Songs published during 1778-79 and the Grimm
Brothers’ research work undertaken between
1811and1835.

Bezbarua concedes to the claim made by the
German scholars who emphaticallyinsisted that history
ofa nation’s folktales and the history ofa nation’s language
are far more significant than the history ofa nation engaged
in a great war.

In another instance, he has dealt with the very
definition and concept of Sadhu and tries to establish its
very indigenous significance to the Assamese people.

Overly his preface shows that he was extremely
well informed of'the scholastic achievements ofthe West
of his times. Besides, the collection of stories namely
Budhi Aair Sadhu which anticipates children as its
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implied readers involves the writer’s most serious
endeavours and bifocality ofhis purpose that is to attribute
an indigenous identity to the Assamese language and
Assamese culture and to inculcate the cultural values
among the young ones that inhabit the future.

It is through his preface that one realizes that
Bezbarua had recognized the value of children’s literature
a hundred years ago. Today even after about a hundred
years the scholars are still busy making a united effort to
form a canon. This fact leads us to believe that Bezbarua
was well ahead of his time.

His stories are mostly culled from the folk and
fairy tales both written and oral and he never hesitated to
confess the same. But retelling them was his originality.
Nevertheless, they were aligned to the same ancient Indian
tradition. Each story carries a moral either consciously
or unconsciously. On the one hand the stories show how
people with pride, greed, betrayal and other negative
qualities are punished by God or law of nature. On the
other hand, the positive values like honesty, kindness,
charity etc. are rewarded in the end.

The simple and innocent looking stories do not
lose their aesthetic quality under the burden of morality
for those have so well interwoven the desirable values
into themselves and are so humanely illustrated through
the Characters, their actions and thoughts. Nor do they
pose any linguistic difficulty to the readers either intended
or unintended.

The most significant aspect of his fiction for
children lies in his privileging the traditional knowledge
system over the western knowledge system that has been
dominant since the colonial period through this formal
education system in our country. Many Indian scholars
agree that the western modernity which ushered into India
through one ofits most powerful fallouts and the hidden
agenda namely colonization under the veneer of civilizing
mission of the West. In the said process the non-
technological oral cultures, histories and literatures of the
colonized countries were regarded either as an ahistorical
primitivism at its worst or ideologically a ‘fabularasa’ at
its best. However, India’s traditional culture and history
were erased just as the fate of other colonized countries
only to be constructed and reconstructed by the rational
modern West founded on the hegemonic science and
technology. As demanded by the logic of progress from

primitivism to modernism, the traditional knowledge had
to be replaced by the scientific knowledge of the West.
The logic together with the civilizing mission in its process
standardized and erased many things e.g., culture,
traditional knowledge system and most significantly the
identity of'a nation. It’s a great pity that realization came
only after the loss.

However, it is through Swami Vivekananda, Sri
Aurobindo, Gandhi and many other Indian nationalist
Intellectuals, the realization came and stood in defence
ofIndia’s indigenous cultural identity.

On the one hand Bezbarua in his decolonizing
agenda was sometimes quite radical as he is in his
Bhekulir Sadhu (Tale of a frog). A frog being a very
small and insignificant creature cannot alone fight against
the despotic king; but he can at least direct its efforts
towards uniting all the animals who can.

On the other hand, he was also a radical critique
ofthe general Assamese nationalistic character, sentiment
and attitude. The sadhu namely Latkan, Baragi Mekuri
(The Mystic Cat) exposes the veneer of artificiality of
the so-called religious priests or spiritual leaders and
establishes them as the burden of the society. Besides,
he never hesitated to criticize those who cherish the
ambition to become rich overnight, to be blessed with
easy money and who are the betrayers of the society in
particular and nation at large. Bezbarua in his sadhu Tiwo
Wisemen also heavily came down upon anti-feminist
characters in the Assamese society:.

A good number of Bezbarua’s tales in Budhi
Aair Sadhu expose the male chauvinism in the Assamese
society. The excesses inflicted on the women have been
so casually narrated that those implicitly suggest the
indifferent attitude of'the larger Assamese society towards
the condition of women.

Bezbarua’s decolonizing agenda thus
assumes a sort of bifocality in that it not only critiques the
plunder, exploitation and subjugation of the Western
colonisers but also exposes the hegemonic and colonizing
forces, neo-colonisers and compradors within the
society. Hence to conclude Bezbarua’s anti-colonial
project critiques both the external colonising forces and
the hegemonic forces within the country striving to subvert
the indigenous tradition, history and cultural values ofa
nation. l
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A peek into Northeast Writings in English

The Northeast comprises seven states namely
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, and Tripura. Explaining “‘Northeast”
Sanjib Baruah states that “it entered the Indian lexicon
in 1971 and has its origins in the changes made to the
political and administrative map of the area in the 1960s
and early 1970s: the creation of new units that eventually
turned to states, and the formation of the North Eastern
Council (NEC) in 1971”. He remarks that like all
directional places, Northeast India also reflects the
external and not the local point of view by merging itself
with the other parts ofthe nation.

Various factors have contributed in the formation
of Northeast India, however, the
geographical and political construction kept the region
landlocked for decades. While theemergence of India’s
northeast as a region is comparatively recent, many of
the present status on political and social grounds have
their origins in the way the subcontinent was partitioned.
The region and its geographical positioning with
international borders and its limited borders with the
mainland India resulted in keeping it landlocked. Since
its formation, the place has served key witness to
numerous struggles and conflicts, conflicts between the
ethnic groups demanding for autonomous regions, fights
over natural resources, border conflicts, and the demand
for inner line permit etc. Tilottoma writes,
It was only after the partition of the sub-
continent that the region became totally
landlocked with almost all the doors closed
except for a narrow corridor that kept it
linked with India. This geographical isolation
has led to erasures and marginalization on
multiple levels, the effect of which is clearly
discernible in the writings from the region.

Mozbul Haque Choudhury

Assistant Professor
English Department

Margaret Chalthantluangi Zama, who is a
Professor of English literature, a writer, translator and a
social activist from Mizoram, seems to be quite right in
her observation when she opines: The term “North East”
is a geographical, linguistic and ethnic stereotyping that
clubs together these often misconstrued, misjudged and
misunderstood eight states — ... in the north-eastern
geographical periphery ofthe Indian union ... The north-
eastern region, which accounts for 7.8 per cent of the
total land space of'the country, is different from the rest
ofIndia in almost every way — be it in terms of culture,
tradition, language and ethnicity or ofhistory, physicality,
cuisine, dress and indeed, the very cosmology and ethos
of life of the people here. This diversity is further reflected
within the region itself — each state, and indeed, even
each small region within the states, has its own distinct
tradition, lore, music, myths, language and even cuisine,
though separated by only a few kilometres in physical
terms.

The region has a rich tradition of literary history
—both written and oral. Writings in English emerging from
India’s Northeast have now gained recognition to
establish itselfas a sub-genre in relation to the larger body
of Indian writings in English. The recent years have
witnessed a growing critical interest in the works of several
Northeast Indian writers in English. Northeast Indian
Writings in English is now considered to be a distinct and
anew body of literature emerging in the horizon of Indian
Literature. The interest shown by the mainstream Indian
publishing houses have perhaps contributed to the
emergence and growing visibility of'this body of literature.

The emerging new writers in English from the
Northeast lend an element of authenticity as these are
voices that are being articulated from within the region.
K.C. Baral reinforces this when he observes, “For
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decades others have written about the people of
Northeast, but now there are local voices who write about
themselves and their cultures thereby marking their works
with a deep sense of authenticity” (Baral, 7he Seven
Sisters Post). Baral is of the view that the emerging
writers from the region “have articulated their unique
cultural experiences in many voices” while also making
literary representation of marginality as a social condition.
(Baral, The Seven Sister Post)

As some of the writers from the Northeast have
chosen to write in English, they have been able to
represent their ideas and thoughts regarding their culture
and identity to the global reader without translating the
original works. The issues represented in these writings
in English may have been represented in the vernacular
writings ofthe region, but it would have remained confined
only within the circle of readers who are familiar with
those languages. The writings in English, however, have
overcome this limitation and much that is written today in
the fiction and poetry in English from the Northeast is
being placed before an English reading public. Thus, in
terms of representation or visibility of literature from the
Northeast, the emerging body of literatures in English
from the region plays a significant role. Indu Swami
mentions about underlining the distinctiveness of the
writings in English from the Northeast. In the Preface to
the first volume of her edited book titled Exploring
North-East Indian Writings in English, Swami
observes:

North-East India is an under-represented
region in many ways. The troubled political
climate, the beautiful landscape and the
confluence of various ethnic groups perhaps
have given rise to a body of writings that is
completely different from the rest of India.
Some of the most interesting Indian writing
in English today is coming from this region.

The coinage “North-east Indian Writings in
English” appears to be problematic one. Many
academicians and even writers from the region have
voiced their reservations against the use of such a term
or label. The term only manages to evoke stereotypical
tropes associated with the region. Moreover, the term
Northeast implies or presuppose a centre thereby creating
apolarisation or a dichotomy of the centre and periphery.

Since the name given to the region is a directional one,
the question that arises is “Whose Northeast the region
1s?” Hence the term, by its implications, relegates the
region to the margins with no possibility whatsoever to
be a part of the mainstream or the so-called centre.

Moreover, the label Northeast has a colonial
connection as it is a term which the British colonisers
coined for their administrative convenience even though
the region is widely diverse and heterogeneous in terms
of culture, language, geography and demography. The
region is not at all a homogeneous one in the above
aspects as the umbrella term “Northeast” would seek to
imply. Nor is the literature produced in the different states
ofthe Northeast is homogeneous. Literature in some of
these states has its origins in the heritage of rich oral
tradition that has been vibrant and that has always
occupied a primary position in a culture that does not
have a written script. On the other hand, states like Assam
and Manipur do have their own script along with an oral
tradition and hence literatures of these states have been
influenced by both these factors. The literature emerging
out ofa written script is understandably different from
literature that has evolved out oforal tradition. Techniques
like chants, melodies, memories, and elements of drama
are widely employed in oral narratives. Therefore, the
variance in the medium of transmissions is one of the
elementary differences in the literatures ofthe region. The
general unwillingness and opposition by many writers to
be labelled as “Northeast™ is therefore justified. Mitra
Phukan succinctly articulates the reasons why the term
“North Eastern Writings” may not be an appropriate one:

.. . the seven states differ so greatly from each
other linguistically, culturally, ethnically,
sartorially and cuisine-wise, that it seems
strange that there should be this term
“Writings in English from India’s North East”
atall. . .. .. the term “English writings from
India’s North East” appears ... to be yet
another sweeping generalization with which
we have to live, willy nilly (Phukan, The
Seven Sisters Post).

Phukan admits that Northeastern Writings is
increasingly being used in literary parlance and with some
justification as well. Despite opposition, Northeastern
writings in English now have popular consent. The
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arguments in favour of using the label in order to refer to
the literature from the region have also been well
articulated and substantiated with valid reasons.

The discourse on Northeastern Literature has
been constructed primarily on the notion of difference —
difference between literature from Northeast India and
mainland India. Certain common characteristics and
features that are discernible in most of the literary
productions emerging from the region lend distinct
uniqueness and set it apart from the mainstream Indian
literature. The experience and culture that are delineated
in the literatures from the region also establishes its
difference from the mainstream literature.

Although the Northeast is far from being a
homogeneous entity, there is an increasing understanding
and implicit feeling that the cultural orientation of the
populace living within the region, despite wide array of
practices and lifestyles, remains distinctive from
mainstream India. The people of the Northeastern states
do have a shared history and many common political
and cultural connections. It is also believed that the set
ofvalues and cultural beliefs people practices in this area
is distinct from that of mainstream India. It is because of
this distinctiveness that the Northeast has remained as
the “other” (Beauvoir 7) in the mainstream Indian
imagination. Patricia Mukhim highlights this aspect of
distinctiveness as she points out that the Northeastern
region “shares only two percent of'its boundary with India
while the remaining 98 percent is bordered by the
countries of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, and
China”. Mukhim also argues, “In terms of their physical
features, ethnicity, culture, food habits and language, there
is a closer affinity with the people of South-east Asia
than with the population of mainstream India”. She also
points out that all the tribes of Northeast India have their
own terms to refer to non-tribal people from the plains
or the so-called “Indians”. “The Meiteis of Manipur call
them Mayangs. The Mizos refer to allnon-Mizos as Vais.
The Khasis of Meghalaya call them Dkhar, and so on”.
Hence it is understandable that the term North-east
Writing or the Northeastern Writer has come into usage.
Justifying the use of the label “Northeastern” to designate
literature from the region and commenting on the
uniqueness of'the literature emerging from the Northeast,
Jahnavi Barua observes:

The fiction that arises from this different place
is naturally different from the fiction from
elsewhere in the concerns it addresses and the
manner in which it does so. Sometimes its
concerns are universal — issues of family,
relationships, nature, the environment — but
even that is informed by the place the writer
comes from ... This fiction is perhaps not what
they (the reading public) have seen or read in
the past, something they are unused to, and
this new stream of writing has been called
north-eastern to distinguish it from what
already exist. There is a heightened interest
in fiction from the region. (Barua, Seven
Sisters Post).

Another common element that binds the writers
in English together although they represent different states
in the region is the language itself which they have chosen
as their medium of expression — English. TilottomaMisra
has pointed out that due to the spread of the English
language by the missionaries, the writers educated in the
tongue communicate in the same language and hence
exhibit a similarity, although these seven states together
make northeast India but they are so diverse among
themselves. Almost all the contemporary writers in English
from the region have learned the language from the
missionary schools and colleges established by the
Christian missionaries and they find it more convenient
to express themselves in the language which they have
acquired rather than their mother tongue. There are
number of similarities found among the northeast writers
who write in English.

A majority of the writings in English from the
Northeastern region strongly anchored to the socio-
cultural ethos from whence they spring. Rootedness in
the land is one of the common points of these writings in
English from the Northeast. The evocative physical
elucidations of the region in the works ofthe writers from
the region, whether fiction or poetry, bear testimony to
this. The delightful hills and valleys, the vast rivers, the
misty winters, the verdant forests — all find a place in
these writings. While most ofthe English writings in India
are mostly urban, the writings from the Northeast are
however unique in the sense that they are strongly
flavoured with the hues ofthe regional landscape. The
urban concerns take the centre stage in the writings from
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mainland India as they are mostly centred on the cities.
The writings in English from the Northeast, however, are
still connected to the region in many ways. Although the
land, water, forest of the land is explicitly described in
fiction, they are always present as metaphors and similes.

The presence of myths and legends along with
an attempt to re-visit and reinterpret the past is also
another feature in some of'the writings from the region.
The customs and traditions, myths and legends as well
as allusions to oral narratives find ample representation
in the works of the authors who are from the land and
for the land. As stated earlier, most works written in
English inthe other parts ofthe country do not have these
connections with a customary past any more. Urban
concerns and urban lives assume the centre stage in most
ofthese writings. On the other hand, the works in English
from the Northeast have a very strong local flavour. The
poetry emerging from the region and also works in fiction
like TemsulaAo’sThese Hills Called Home: Stories

from War Zone and Laburnum for My Head and

Mamang Dai’s Legends of Pensam, highlight the unique
cultural ethos ofthe region and the reader’s interest is
generated by the fascination for the yet untapped and
mviting territory where myths, stories, legends and other
markers of collective memory find representation.

Another dimension from the Northeast writings
is the discourse of marginalization and the resultant conflict
that has been raging in the region. Hence, a distinctive
feature discernible in some of the writings in English from
the region is the strong political base on which many of
these works are based. Given the turbulent times that
the Northeastern region has gone through owing to the
msurgency, counter-insurgency operations, and the ethnic
clashes, it is inevitable that the fallout of such disturbances
will have an impact on its literature. Prominent writers
and poets from the region have deliberated upon the cult
of violence and unrest that the Northeastern states have
witnessed. Reflections of this political and social unrest
can be noticed in the fictions as well as in the poetry of
the region. Hence, politics is an inseparable part of the
writings fromthe region and this characteristic feature of
the writings from the land lends it a strong sense ofplace.
In one way or other, everyone writing from this area is
somehow involved in politics of the region and therefore
the political nature of their writing is clearly discernible.
UtpolBorpujari points out that the fraught relationship

with the Indian State also contributes to the political nature
of the writings from the Northeast and he quotes Aruni
Kashyap, a young writer from the region, to bring home
this point:

Because of this [fraught relation with central
government], the writers [from North East]
have something very different to say. Apart
from a distinct regional sensitivity, the
political nature of these writings makes them
different. The fact that literary circles have
been discussing literature from the North East
as a different body of work attests the theory
that it is developing in opposition to general
Indian English Writing”. (Borpujary, The
Times Of India: The Crest Edition)

Hence, the distinction between literatures from the
Northeast and that of mainstream India also lies in its
strong political tone. The trope of violence in the
narratives is a characteristic feature of the writings in
English emerging from the Northeast. The emotions of
horror, loss, sadness, anger, injustice, and resistance are
noticeable in different degrees in these writings. The
horrors of insurgencies and the loss ofthe customs and
mores of a rapidly changing society are some of the
common threads that bind the writings from the region
together. The past and present are blended in many of
the works from all the states of the region.

Identity, culture, violence are however, not the
only tropes that define the writings in English from the
region. Besides the ethnocentric imagination and the
politics ofidentity and marginalization, themes such as
nationhood, migration, exile, gender as well as other social
realities of the region also eminently feature in the writings
from the Northeast. An interesting aspect ofthis body of
writings from the Northeast is that it comprises of many
promising and talented women writers from the region
whose works have received both national and
international acclaim. TemsulaAo, Mamang Dai,
Easterinelralu, Mitra Phukan, Anjum Hasan, Jahnavi
Barua, and Janice Pariat are some women authors who
have been able to draw much attention among the
readers.

The social and cultural identities are the grounds
of ethnicity, and literature promotes the ethnic awareness.
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The ancient consciousness represents the origin of'ethnic
identity, values deep rooted in earliest and ancestral
legacy. The psycho-social impact of ethnicity surpasses
the political and geographical frontier. The major literary
works of any region contribute equally with the spirit of
various ethnic groups to the ethnic identity. The ethnic
groups have settled themselves at different period oftime
in different parts of the region and the distinct identities
of these groups can be observed from their dress,
language, custom, food habit along with their life-style.
Hence, it is not possible to arrange their settlement in a
proper chronological order. The ethnic affairs of these
groups have been recorded in the literature of native
languages from a quite long period of time but they got
the academic importance very lately or recently because
of'the hike in translation works. Identity crisis and a sense
of alienation are some of the dominant features of
contemporary politics in the Northeast. Racial
sovereignty, cultural and linguistic disputes and the
problem of insurgency have been ruining the region.
Although ethnicity is their chief concern as they hail from
various ethnic groups, mountains, hills, valleys, people,
myths, legends, tribal rites, mystic as well aesthetic
sensibilities; communal violence, insurgency are also some
ofthe dominant and recurrent themes in their writings.
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Anime is an art form which is hand-drawn and
also computer animation originating from Japan. Anime
is an art form that comprises many genres found in other
mediums. In Japan, the term anime is used to refer to all
animated works, regardless of'style or origin. However,
outside of Japan and in Western Countries anime is
colloquial for Japanese animation and refers specifically
to animation produced in Japan. Animation produced
outside of Japan with similar style to Japanese animation
is referred to as anime-influenced animation. So, how
did anime get so popular? The very first reason is “its
difference”. Anime is not cartoon. Unlike many Western
or American cartoons like “Family guys” which are
usually intended to induce laughter, revolve around
humorous concepts, and targeted only towards toddlers
and kids, Anime builds up an incredible world that has
psychological depth and the visuals to match. It is unique
by the breadth of material: the ways in which stories are
told and even the cultural nuances exhibited by the
characters. Anime has a unique ability to grow with its
viewers. Another reason why Anime is so popular is
because it gives positive messages and teaches values
to its audience. For example in ‘Saint Seiya’ and ‘Dragon
Ball Z’, two world-renowned icons, teaches us that
“Only those who possess a pure heart and put their will
into it will overcome the obstacles and achieve what
they set out to do.” Anime is considered a technical
evolution ofthe traditional Japanese manga that emerged
during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It is no
coincidence that it originated during Japan’s opening up
to trade and culture. The country was isolated for two
centuries until the arrival of American warships in 1853.
Following trade agreements with the western country,
Japan abandoned the feudal system for a period of
modernization that extends to the present day. Both
manga and anime reflect the transition from being insular

Anime : Adaparse Art form

Nayeem Ul Islam
Fifth Semester, English Department

country to a globalized Japan of present day. Anime is a
reflection of Japanese culture.

As a concluding statement, I would like to put
forward my views on this artistic representation from
Japan called Anime. Anime to me is an escape from
reality. It gives me the chance to experience stories and
fantasies beyond my imaginations. The stories change
you as a person. Whether it’s a deep romantic drama,
action, or something scary and tragic, there are a million
different lives to be lived. Unlike something like everyday
modern television, anime allows me to feel more like
myselfin a world where the rules are incredibly different
from what I know.

There are many life lessons that anime has taught me.
They are as follows:

1. “Whether you win or lose, looking back and learning
from your experience is a part of life.” - My Hero
Academia

2. “Emotions Do Not Make You Weak” - Fullmetal
Alchemist

3. “It’s Never Too Late to Do the Right Thing” — Naruto
4. “Being Humble is a Virtue” - Demon Slayer

5. “Don’t be Ashamed to Apologize” - One Piece

6. “Always Live True to Yourself” - Dragon Ball Z

7. “Never Stop Learning About Yourself, And The World
Around You” - Assassination Classroom

8. “Even Seemingly Confident People Can Have Hidden
Insecurities” - Yuri!!! on Ice

Thus, I would encourage more and more people
to watch anime. It will be nothing like you have ever
experienced before, the stories will change you as a
person. Anime will help you grow in ways that you can’t
evenimagine. You will learn to value and appreciate things
in life and view the world in a whole new way.
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Education for Disabled Students in India

Disability is multi-dimensional and there is no
single universally accepted definition of disability.
According to WHO, disability refers to the interaction
between individuals with a health condition (e.g., cerebral
palsy, down syndrome, etc.) and personal
&environmental factors (e.g. negative attitudes,
maccessible transportation and public buildings, and
limited social supports). Over 1 billion people are
estimated to experience disability worldwide. The number
of people experiencing disability is only increasing with
the passing oftime. The types of disabilities are: Visual
impairment, Hearing impairment, Loco motor impairment,
Mental retardation &mental illness, and Learning
disabilities. In India majority of the youth population suffers
from single or multiple disabilities. For those youths,
pursuing education is a major challenge, especially at
Higher Educational Institutes. Some of the challenges they
continuously face are — physical inaccessibility, such as
lack of ramps or elevators in multi-level buildings,
maccessible washrooms, inaccessible transportation to
and from the institution; they have difficulties in the
processing of claims for scholarships and concessions;
they continue to face negative attitudes and stereotypes
in the education system etc. Education for disabled
students in India is lacking due to many factors. A recent
report by World Bank (2007) noted that children with
disability are five times more likely to be out of school
than children belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled
tribes. Moreover, when children with disability do attend
school, they rarely progress beyond the primary level,
leading ultimately to lower employment chances and long-
term income poverty. The early origins of special
education in India started with Christian missionaries and
non-governmental agencies which stressed a charity
model of serving populations such as the visually, hearing,
and cognitively impaired. There are many examples in

Shobhita Chutia
Sixth semester,
Education Department

Indian history that show that people with disabilities had
educational opportunities and that disability did not come
in the way of learning. During the colonial period, India
increasingly looked at educational models existing outside
the country. Parents of children with disabilities started
schools for their children, mainly from urban areas and
with exposure to approaches prevalent in western
countries. Since the government had no policy on the
education of children with disabilities, it extended grants
to these private schools. This approach of setting up
separate schools, mostly residential, spread across the
country, much of them concentrated in urban areas. For
over a century, these special schools offered the only
education available to children with disabilities because
of the widespread belief that children with special needs
could not be educated alongside others. This allowed a
small number of children to have access to education but
it did not help these children to enter the mainstream
community after completing their education. However,
after India’s independence from the British in 1947, there
was systematic development in special education. Over
the past four decades, India has moved gradually towards
an inclusive education model, which means that students
with and without disability learn together and, teaching
and learning is suitably adapted to meet the learning needs
of different types of students with disabilities. In 1960, a
division called the Ministry of Social Welfare was created
with the responsibility for the “marginalised” sections of
society. It primarily focused on rehabilitation and started
giving grants for instruction of minors and people with
disability without giving emphasis on inclusion of people
with disability. Kothari Commission (1964-66) stressed
the need for the development of'a comparatively small
but effective programme for the education of people with
disability for equalisation of educational opportunities.
Between 1960 and 1975, 81 schools for special
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education were established. By 1979, the number of
special education centres was 150. With the
establishment of the National Institute for the Mentally
Handicapped (NIMH) in 1986 and others soon after,
the availability of trained personnel and suitable models
of'service made the growth of special schools for children
with disabilities very significant. Integrated Education: A
scheme known as Integrated Education for Disabled
Children (IEDC) has been brought by the Government
ofIndia with a purpose of integrating the physically and
mentally challenged people in the society as equal
members. IEDC is a centrally sponsored scheme initiated
in 1974 which is being implemented in various States
and Union Territories. The IEDC program was revised
in 1992 under which full financial assistance was offered
to students to integrate them into the mainstream
population. This financially supported transport facility,
books, and stationery, uniform, instructional material,
assistive equipment, readers facilities for the visually
handicapped, attendance facility for the orthopedically
handicapped, special teacher facility, hostel facility for
disabled children situated on school campus and removal
of architectural barriers in schools, etc. Community
involvement and partnerships between government
agencies and NGOs are instrumental in promoting the
education of disabled children in India. Some initiatives/
organizations working for education of disabled children
include:-

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA): Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
is an initiative, initiated by the Government of India with
the cooperation of World Bank, which means “Education
for All”. Though SSA cannot be called a disability-specific
programme,but it is a disability-inclusive programme
comprising of specific facets in favour of people with
disabilities. SSA focuses on issues of access, examines
the role of the non-governmental sector in educating
children with disabilities. It attempts to bring together a
range of disparate themes to suggest the fundamental
dilemmas faced in planning and providing for children
with disabilities and discusses some ways of moving
forward.

SikshitYuvaSewa Samiti (SYSS): The
SikshitYuvaSewa Samitiis an NGO in a partnership with
the government. It participates in the implementation of
the Integrated Education for Disabled Children (IEDC)
and District Primary Education Programme (DPEP)
projects. It also strengthens the program through
community-based intervention initiatives. The projects
provide physical infrastructure for schools through trained
personnel and ensure accessibility for an enrolment of
children with disabilities in community schools. SYSS
provides awareness and orientation training to general
teachers, develops materials and supports general
teachers in the modification of curricula to facilitate learning
by children with disabilities. l
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Freedom of Press in Indian Democracy

The most important ingredient of democracy is
the existence of free and fearless press. In a democracy,
the press must enjoy complete freedom and should not
be subjected to any restriction. The voice ofthe press is
the voice of people. Censoring the press means the
suppression of people’s voice. So the very survival of
democracy inevitably depends on the freedom of press.
But at the same time, the press must not fail to follow its
code of conduct and misuse the freedom.

The fundamental principle which was involved in
freedom of press is “People’s right to know”. It therefore
received a generous support from all those who believe
in the free flow of information and participation of the
people in the administration. Freedom of Press is implicit
under Article -19 (1) (a) of the Indian constitution, which
provides for the freedom of speech and expression under
Part I1I (fundamental rights). It does not explicitly use the
term “freedom of the press” anywhere but it becomes
quite clear from the constituent assembly debate. When
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar replies to a question of “Article
19” not including ‘freedom of Press’ saying that the press
is just another method of quoting an individual citizen and
when anyone chose to write in a newspaper they are
merely exercising their right of expression and thus, there
is absolutely no need to separately mention the freedom
of the press. Some members of constituent assembly
quoted that the press is not an enemy of the government,
it is supposed to help the government efforts in creating a
healthy climate in society.

The press plays a very positive and constructive
role in a democracy. It keeps the people informed ofthe
national and international news and happenings. It brings
to the notice of the people the policies, programmes and
activities of the government similarly, it keep the
government in the know of the people’s problem,
difficulties, hopes and aspirations. Thus the press plays

Md. Salim Jahangir Alom
Fifth semester,
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several roles. It serves as a bridge between the
government on the one hand and the people on the other.

“Freedom of the press is not just important
to democracy, it is democracy” - Walter Cronkite

The press has been given the responsibility of
checking and balancing the administration and the
government. Whenever there is a social evil lurking or
corruption happens, the press is the first to raise a voice.
Moreover, we trust the press to collect, verify and
disseminate the facts and figures which influence people’s
decisions. If the press won’t have the liberty to do all
these, the people will remain in the dark. If the press will
be denied to do their job, the one in power will run the
country as per their will. This will result in uninformed
citizens who will become more powerless. Moreover,
how censorship of the press, is nothing less than
dictatorship. When the government imposes censorship
on the press it obviously means they are trying to hide
something from the public. Thus, in this way the citizen
will be manipulated to think that there is nothing wrong
with the government. Subsequently, when there remain
no agency to report the truth, the government will gain
absolute power. So the Freedom of'the press is important
for the smooth functioning of democracy. It is important
for people to be socially aware of the happening in the
world. One must have the power to criticize the
government, it will keep the administration on their toes
to do better for the country. The press in India has been
enjoying an unfettered freedom. But at times, it seems
that the press does not play its part in a responsible
manner. The freedom enjoyed by the press is grossly
misused. At times a section of press is clearly committed
to a line of thought and refused to look at things
objectively. It looks at things through the tinged glasses
of'prejudice and indulges in mudslinging and baseless
criticism. Not only that, some paper openly promote
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communal hatred and create unnecessary tension through
baseless news and biased views. And biased media is a
real threat to Indian democracy.

“I would rather have a free press, with all
the dangers that may result from a wrong use of
that freedom, than a suppressed or strangulated
press.” —Jawaharlal Nehru.

Press is supposed to be the voice ofthe public to
the government, but in modern times, a contrast to this
can be observed, where some of the major mainstream
media houses are marketing the political parties while
criticizing the oppositions and not discussing the relevant
issues like public welfare, corruption, analysis of
government schemes etc. It is also true that forums like
WhatsApp, You Tube, Facebook which are totally
independent have become prone to false news leading to
mob lynching, fear mongering, hate speech-promoting,
which highlights the need of some reasonable restriction
of'the press. A biased media also prevents citizens from

receiving information that might be essential to public
wellbeing by filtering information through a lens that
support government interest first. Ina democratic society,
a critical press is essential for holding the government
accountable for its action and work.

“The more time you spend in India, the more you realize
that the country is one of the worlds’ greatest wonders-
a miracle with the message. And the message is
democracy matters.”

These famous lines were given by Thomas Friedman.
He stated these lines just to highlight how important
democracy is to a country like India. And a country like
India badly need a press who will act as a bridge between
the government and the people.

Press/Media is an important pillar of democracy. Any
effort to restrict the freedom and independence of
journalists would amount to shake the foundation of
democracy. m
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Foreign Policy and Electoral Politics: Implications for
North East India

Foreign policy preferences tend to be dictated
by the geopolitics of a particular region. North east as a
region has assumed considerable geopolitical significance
and has prominently figured in the foreign policy agenda.
The North-east region share borders with four Asian
countries of China, Myanmar, Bhutan and Bangladesh.
This isolated, land locked region shares less than two
percent of'its borders with the rest of the country, and
the rest with Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and the
Tibetan region of China. Since Northeast India as a
region is surrounded by a number of foreign countries
many ofits policy challenges are inherently transnational
in nature. The Northeast Region is also affected by trans-
boundary issues which impinge on the security and life
ofthe people. This mutual linkage between foreign policy
and domestic policy is, in fact, one of the major
considerations involved in the rational formulation of
foreign policy. It is in this backdrop that North-east India
as a region of strategic location with its external linkages
assumes significance in the agenda of foreign policy
formulation. Furthermore, the paper will deal with linked
issues of Northeast India with neighbouring countries
which have foreign policy implications within the
theoretical framework of James N. Rosenau’s “Linkage
Politics” of domestic politics and foreign policy. An
attempt has been made here to examine critically the
interactions between domestic politics and foreign policy
in India as demonstrated in the working of party system
with special focus on Northeast India. The study is not
intended to be inclusive and primary focus is on Assam
as it is the geographical core of Northeast India.
Introduction:

The beginning of 1990’s witnessed certain
significant developments in the international arena. In the
post-Cold War international setting geopolitics seems
to have emerged as the dominant theme on foreign policy
agenda.US as the sole Superpower is gradually in decline

Dr. Jayanta Kumar Brahma
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due to the ‘imperial overstretch’. Asia-Pacific region has
emerged as the main theatre of economic activity. In the
realm of foreign policy this phase is marked by Economic
diplomacy. This necessitated the domestic and foreign
policy to be intricately entwined due to globalisation of
economy and transnational concerns and also because
internal and external security problems came to be seen
as common global problems. The Post-Cold War
international situation marked the advent of economic
diplomacy which necessitatedchanges in approach in
India’s Foreign Policy. In view of this, Foreign policy
and domestic politics have become increasingly
interrelated which will be studied in the context of
Northeast India.

India has traditionally been linked to Southeast
Asia geographically as well as ethnographically. In India’s
foreign policy vision North- east India is often described
as the gateway to South- east Asia. Look East Policy
“envisages the North-East region not as the periphery of
India, but as the centre of a thriving and integrated
economic space linking two dynamic regions with a
network of highways, railways, pipelines, transmission
lines crisscrossing the region”. The NE also happens to
be the key strategic point through which India can really
look further east towards the South -east Asia and East
Asia. The Northeast Region is also affected by trans-
boundary issues such as China building dams over
Brahmaputra, illegal immigration from Bangladesh which
impinge on the security and life of the people.

The linkages between domestic politics and
foreign policy are crucial in the making of foreign policy
of'every country since the foreign policy decisions are
the outcome ofthe process of interplay of domestic and
international situational variables. Moreover, in the age
of globalization when these ‘intermestic issues’ are
mtricately entwined, it is unwise to look for foreign policy
issues only in foreign policy debates.
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The threat perceptions of state emanating from
external linkages, the influx of'illegal immigration from
Bangladesh, Chinese building of Dams over river
Brahmaputra, the claiming of Arunachal Pradesh by
China, clamour for re-opening of Stilwell road are serious
domestic developments which has a definite bearing on
the foreign policy. This mutual linkage between foreign
policy and domestic policy is, in fact, one of the major
considerations involved in the rational formulation of
foreign policy. It is in this backdrop that North-east India
as aregion of strategic location with its external linkages
assumes significance in the agenda of foreign policy
formulation.

Foreign policy and Domestic politics: Linkage
Politics
Theoretical Framework:

The study on foreign policy and electoral politics
has been undertaken within the theoretical framework of
linkages between Indian foreign policy and domestic
politics. The theoretical framework proposed in the study
is based on James N. Rosenau’s “Linkage Politics” . The
term “Linkage politics” was coined by James N. Rosenau
in 1969 in an effort to present a new approach to research
on the political behavior of state. In Rosenau’s words,
linkage may be defined as “any recurrent sequence of
behavior that originates in one system and is reacted to
in another” It holds that the connections between foreign
and domestic politics are part of a wider whole, which
Rosenau called linkage politics, and that it is possible to
make use of linkage as a source for understanding the
relationship between foreign and domestic politics.
Foreign policy and Electoral Politics:

Foreign policy and security issues have figured,
mmplicitly or explicitly in election campaigns in the 1990s.
India’s nuclear policy appears to be driven as much by
domestic political considerations as by external threat
perceptions and the scientific and technocratic impetus.
Even the Kargil issue was consciously made an election
issue inthe 99’ general election. But in the long run, barring
clear cases of threats to India’s vital interests, political
parties tend to be driven by domestic issues. In ordinary
times, the foreign policy issue is a non- issue. It has virtually
no bearing on elections. Foreign policy issues do surface
in the elections if the issue involved is genuinely national
n its significance and in which India’s security or regional
interests are directly and immediately involved. People
are more concerned about immediate domestic issues
and boils down to primarily bread and butter issues.

After a comparative study of constituencies in Assam
the survey clearly demonstrates the fact that the foreign
policy is essentially an elite affair and masses have no
role to play in it. Closer home in Assam, in the 2011,
2016 and 2021 Assembly elections foreign policy issues
did figure inthe election manifestos and campaigns of
various parties. BJP who has strong views on foreign
policy criticised Congress for failing to take up issues of
Arunachal Pradesh and diversion of Brahmaputra water
in China which were crucial for the well being of North-
East. It promised that the party will exert all the diplomatic
pressure on China once it comes to power. BJP is also
supportive of formation of separate North- East Security
Council to deal with security issues. The Congress
Manifesto in 2011 on the other hand promised to
expedite the peace process and try to bring ULFA C-in-
C Paresh Baruah to the negotiation table. The CSDS
survey data reveals that peace was a factor in Assam
elections. Two-thirds of the respondents saw the
Congress-led Central government’s talks with all insurgent
groups, barring the anti-talk faction of the ULFA and
NDFB as an important step towards bringing permanent
peace in Assam. Fifty percentage respondents were of
the view that the Congress government had been
successful in solving the insurgency problem. The peace
dividends also made an impact in the election
outcome.During the 2014 General election in Assam a
Post Poll survey data of CSDS gives an indication as to
why the BJP may have done well. The survey pointsto a
clear Hindu consolidation and given the fact that the
turnout was so high in the State this time, this may have
made all the difference to the final outcome. According
to the survey, 63 per cent of the Assamese speaking
Hindus and 62 per cent of the Bengali speaking Hindus
voted for the BJP. The BJP was able to win over the
Assamese Hindus, who had once constituted the AGP’s
backbone, through its consistent stand against
Bangladeshi Muslim immigrants.' John H. Aldrich and
others outline three important conditions for public
opinion on foreign policy to influence electoral outcomes.
One, “the public must possess coherent beliefs or attitudes
about foreign policy.” Two, “voters must be able to access
these attitudes in the context of an election.” And three,
political parties “must offer sufficiently distinct foreign
policy alternatives so that voters who have accessed their
available attitudes have a basis on which to make a
choice.” It seems that these three conditions dovetail the
foreign policy issue of illegal immigration in the domestic
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politics of Assamand thus made an impact on the electoral
outcome. Thus in the Assemblyelections of 2011 one can
see how peace as a factor became linked with both
domestic politics and foreign policy and in 2014
Parliamentary Elections how Narendra Modi took up
the issue of illegal immigration thereby mobilizing the
people and polarising the voters.

Findings: The Way Forward:

Foreign policy and domestic policy are
inseparably interlinked. India’s domestic politics
influences its foreign policy in myriad ways-influencing
its foreign policy priorities, affecting its bilateral relationship
with neighbours and rendering foreign policy decision-
making difficult at times on sensitive issues.

As India’s relations with China and the countries
of South East Asia begin to improve, the importance of
Northeast region has not been lost on Delhi or her
neighbours. A disadvantageous geographic location has
given way to great eco-strategic advantage for India.
India could built upon on Northeast India’s history and
culture as a soft power resource.Sanjib Baruah says that
‘India should take more advantage of Northeast India’s
history and culture as a soft power resource.

B.G Verghese argues a conscious border policy
is required to develop the peripheral areas and invest
these lands with centrality and significance,converting
barriers into bridges.Borders have emerged as the drivers
of economic ties with the neighbours. Economics has been
a prime mover of India’s Act East Policy. There are a
number of bi-lateral and multi-lateral agreements that
provide the foundation for India’s growing relations with
Southeast Asia. Of the multi-lateral relations are the
Ganga-Mekong Sub-region and the Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand Economic Co-
operation(BIMST-EC). There is also the Bangladesh-
China-India-Myanmar Regional Economic Forum
(BCIM Forum)-an exercise in second track diplomacy
that has its roots in the Kunming Initiative of 1999.

The integration of Northeast India and its eastern
neighbours has the potential for cross-border region
building. Border regions will become drivers of economy
and in this way the sub-regional arrangement will make
the Northeast region a viable and relevant in foreign
policy formulation.

The strategically located Northeast region
surrounded by four neighbouring countries has its policy
challenges which are transnational in nature.In the
electoral politics of Northeast region many issues which
are linked with neighbouring countries gained importance

which have significant foreign policy implications. The
implications can be understood in terms of policy
intervention by political parties, whether the issues that
were articulated by the political parties were translated
mto policy formulation. To cite one case, Chinese building
of Dams over river Brahmaputra has its foreign policy
implications on bilateral relations in the domestic politics
of Northeast India.As a fallout of domestic politics in
Northeast Region, domestically India asserting the user
rights over River Brahmaputra and thus building Dams in
the Northeast , particularly in Arunachal Pradesh to
counter Chinese upstream hegemon.

Political developments in the neighbouring
countries has its implications in the Northeast India-
Myanmar and Bangladesh are two cases in point. The
political turbulence in Bangladesh has its ‘spillover
effects’in the form of support to anti-India elements and
thus aggravating the situation. Myanmar is critical for
India’s Look East Policy. At the domestic level
infrastructure should be improved and upgraded for the
successful implementation of Act East Policy. On the other
hand, India has a role to play in the restoration of
democracy in Myanmar.

Many ofthe issues that confront Northeast India
found its presence in the electoral politics of Assam.Some
ofthese issues were-illegal immigration from Bangladesh
and its security implications, Chinese building dams over
river Brahmaputra, Adverse downstream impact of
Bhutan Dams in Lower Assam, Clamour for re-openimg
of Stilwell Road. India’s Land Boundary Agreement with
Bangladesh, Trans-border Terrorism, Act East Policy and
many more. However, one interesting finding is that most
of the issues figured in the manifestoes but not in the
election campaigns.Foreign policy issues need to be poll
issues and not confined to the manifestoes.

Moreover, to improve relations with our close
neighbours Assam government is setting up five border
trade centres for promotion of international trade with
the neighbouring countries of Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Myanmar.The three border trade centres are opened at
Sutarkandi, Mankachar and Golokganj in the State’s
Karimganj and Dhubri district bordering Bangladesh while
the other two at Darranga and Jagun is coming up in
Baksa and Tinsukia districts respectively to push border
trade with Bhutan and Myanmar.The Border Trade
Centres are being constructed under the initiative of State
Industries and Commerce Department. A truly important
outcome of the Prime Minister’s visit to Bangladesh
during June 6-7, 2015 is the agreement on the part of
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Bangladesh to provide transit through its territory for trade
and travel; this would provide significantly improved
connectivity between Northeast and other parts of India,
hitherto dependent on narrow and vulnerable Siliguri
Corridor, popularly known as ‘Chicken neck’. Guwahati-
Shilong-Dhaka and Kolkata-Dhaka-Agartala Bus
services are the beginning of'a new chapter in the area of
land connectivity within the region. Equally important is
the MOU on the use of Chittagong and Mongla ports of
Bangladesh by India and the BBIN Motor Vehicles
Agreement which will further help trade flourish across
Eastern India.Relations between India and Bangladesh
have now entered into a qualitatively new phase.The
Assam government has also come up with a separate
Department of Act East Policy to ensure implementation
of Act East Policy in a time bound manner.

Conclusion:

On the whole, Indian political parties do take a
significant interest in Indian foreign policy. But their
interest is very often constrained by the requirement of
party politics. In particular the role of parties as the ruling
party or opposition party seem to influence foreign policy
attitudes, perceptions and positions. At the same time
the ideological commitments of parties, especially on the
extreme left and right, do have a significant impact on
foreign policy. It is sensible to conclude that Indian
political parties has an important influence on the Indian
foreign policy.Foreign policy is no longer  foreign’., it is
part and parcel ofa domestic and regional policy of peace,
security and development and human well-being. Though
foreign policy has become an object of party politics, it
is remarkable that a substantial consensus exists among
the parties with regard to foreign policy.Despite the forces
of globalisation, foreign policy is an essential part of any
state and a focal point for both political agency and
democratic accountability. Foreign policy per se doesn’t
matter at all in the electoral politics of India. Butin the
recent times as foreign policy issues have come to be
embroiled with domestic, humanitarian, health and human
security and intricately tied with cross-border linkages
which fall within domestic realm but simultaneously has
foreign policy implications. In this regard foreign policy
will gradually make their presence felt in the electoral
politics of Assam and Northeast India and will receive
voter preferences. This may be not in the form of purely
foreign policy per se but tied to domestic concerns which
will remain indistinguishable. Hence, foreign policy cannot
be viewed as something ‘remote’ and concerned with

diplomatic activities onlyas it is linked with everyday
concerns of people’s life and security.India needs to
articulate its foreign policy preferences in alignment with
the interests of Northeast region and other peripheral
states as the execution of foreign policy is inevitably
influenced by regional considerations within the nation.
India cannot afford to ignore the linkages between
Northeast India and the continental dimension of the Act
East Policy in pursuit of its ambitions as an emerging
superpower. Given India’s strategic interests and
economic diplomacy towards Southeast Asian countries
it is necessary to place Northeast India within the wider
foreign policy agenda in a more focused manner and
thereby enhance its foreign policy profile in the comity of
nations.
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Terrorism in North East India

The North East region of India occupies geo-
strategic importance due to it’s international boundaries
with Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Myanmar and Nepal.
The fear of encroachment of their land, the fear of being
unable to protect the women, children and old, the fear
of marginalization of their glorious cultures, values and
ideas, the thought of separatism. The economic
backwardness of'the tribal people, unequal distribution
of resources, unexplored natural resources and
backward infrastructure are main causes for the rise of
terrorism in this region. Geo-political constraints, apathy
towards tribal’s burning problems, negligence towards
their demands, economic exploitation by the non-tribal
are some ofthe major factors for insurgency assertion in
this region. Under such circumstances, the neglected
groups began to embrace violence to resolve their long
pending demands. It is commonly assumed that the root
cause of terrorism in North-East India lies on the stage
oflack of development and unemployment. No proper
efforts have been taken for the development of the
region. The resources are extracted from the region and
no major industries are established. As a result the
educated youth began to struggle against the Govt. to
separate themselves from the Indian Union basically for
their development.

They are frightened of losing their cultural,
religion, customary and ethnic identity. Their ethno identity
based movement turns into insurgent movement that
results in killing and murdering of security force, police,
insurgent group themselves, innocent people and losing
huge amount of property.

The rise of insurgency in Nagaland has a historical
cause. The British administrated the area of Nagaland
as a separate region from India and when British left
India they began to demand for soverign Nagaland under
the leadership of Argani Zapu Phizo. The Naga National
Council has made a lot of efforts for the recognition of

Arunima Das
Fifth Semester, Political Science Department

sovereign Nagaland. Eventually, the NNC formed a
parallel Govt. in 1954 and began to prepare for arms
struggle. Finally, in 1963 Nagaland became a state of
Indian Union. The National Socialist Council of Nagaland
has split out into two factions i.e. NSCN(IM) led by
Isak Swu and Muivah and NSCN led by Khaplang.
NSCN (IM) is working with the total member 0£ 3000
while NSCN-K operating with total member of 2000
caders. The groups collect funds through revolutionary
taxation, drugs trafficking and by selling weapons to other
msurgent groups ofthis region. As mentioned in numerous
newspapers they provide training support to the other
insurgent groups of northeast region. Both the faction
tries to maintain umbrella relation for fighting against Indian
army.

There is high number of insurgent groups in
Manipur. It was reported that in 2005 there were at least
30 insurgent outfit groups with a member of 10,000
caders operating in the state. The primary objective of
these insurgent groups is to from a separate Meitei state
for the Manipuris. The major Manipuri insurgent group
is the United National Liberation front (UNLF) formed
in 1965 under the leadership of Samarendra Singh
demanding an independent socialist state of Manipur.
People Rovolutionary Party of Kongleipak (PREPAK)
is another armed insurgent group demanding a sovereign
Manipur State. People’s Liberation Army is a leftist
organisation formed in 1978 with a goal of liberating
Manipur from Indian Union. Revolutionary Govt. of
Manipur (RGM), Kanglipak Communist Part (KCP) and
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) are some of the militant
outfit who takes trainning from China. There is also inter
ethnic groups of Manipur particularly with the Kuki’s.
While the KukiNational front have been struggling for a
separate state. The Muslim of this state also foms
msurgent groups like NE Minority Front, Islamic National
Front etc. Most of these insurgent groups have opposed
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the peace talk. Ofcourse, the UNLF certainly agreed
for negotiation.

The NSCN, a section of ULFA leaders,
surrenders to the Govt. of India and tries to resolve their
issues through constitutional way while the underground
section is still counting their fight for sovereign Nagaland.
The NDFB (S) in also alerting insurgent group of Assam
fighting for separate statehood for the Bodos. At present
the NDFB (S) is most powerful and active insurgent
group of Assam. With the strength of about 2000
members, cadres involves in kidnapping, murdering,
bombing and killing the police, security forces, Govt.
officials, civilians etc. The Karbi Longri N.C Hills
Liberation Front (KLNLF) is another militant outfit which
was formed in 2004. These militant outfit is working in
Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao districts of Assam. There
is also the Muslim United Liberation Front of Assam
(MULFA) but not an active one who demands for
forming a Muslim state. The Dima Hasao Daoga also
krown as Dia Halim Daogah argues for Dima Hasao
state for the Dimasa Tribes. The Kamatapur Liberation
Organisation (KLO) was active in western parts of
Assam, Dhubri, Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon and Goalpara
districts and North Bengal.

Mizoram is also not free from insurgency. The
Mizo National Front was the major insurgent group of
Mizoram that was formed in 1961 to home sovereign
Mizo state. However, the Govt. of India has successfully
managed the Mizo National front rebels. The Mizo rebels
agreed to surrenders and recognised the Indian
sovereignty in 1986. From that time onwards there is no
such major insurgent uprising in the state. Of course,
there are some small insurgent uprising is going on. The
HPC (D) is another newly emerged armed insurgency
group of Mizoram which was formed in 1995, to form
separate Hmar State.

A present, the insurgent outfit is demanding for
a separate administrative unit according to the Sixth
Schedule of Indian constitution.

The insurgent tension in Tripura started in the
end of 1970s due to ethnic conflict between the Bengali
immigrants and the indigenous tribal people. The Tripura
Tribal’s Youth is the main insurgent group of Tripura that
was formed in 1967. Bijoy Kumar Hrangkhowl, the
underground king later formed the Tribal’s National
Volunteers and has become the main insurgent group of

the State. It was a strong insurgent group of Tripura.
During 1979-80 it has killed more than 1800 people.
After the surrender of Hrangkhawl in 1989, a new group
within the organisation in the name of National Liberation
Front of Tripura came up as the most powerful insurgent
group. Again, another group was formed as All Tripur
Tiger Force in 1990 to protect the interest of native
people. They were involved in attacking the civilians,
kidnapping, extortion of industries etc.

The Naga insurgent groups NSCN-IM and
NSCN-K conduct operations in the state of Arunachal
Pradesh. Both the groups conduct major attacks against
the security forces in the state. The ULFA also tries to
act up conducts operating from this state. However, in
2001 the local group formed a insurgent outfit in the name
of'the Arunachal Dragon Force (ADP) to protect the
ethnic identity and to have a sovereign state for Khampti
tribes. The newly formed insurgent groups such as
Adivast Security Force (ASF) receive training and form
of'support from the NSCN and the ULFA.

Meghalaya is relatively a peaceful state in
comparison to other state of North East India. However,
the problem ofethnic assertion arises due to certain reason
such as division between tribal and non-tribal, identity
crisis and corruption. The major insurgant groups are
the Garo National Liberation Army (GNLA).
Hynniewtrop National Liberation Council (HNLC) and
Anchalic National Volunteer Council (ANVC). The
ANVC was formed with the aim of forming an Anchalik
State in the Garo Hills. The HNLC was formed with the
aim of'taking separate state from the alleged Garo and
the non-tribal of the region. The GNLA was formed in
2009 under the leadership of former deputy
Superintendent of Police of Meghalaya, with an aim to
establish a separate Garo land for the Garo people.

Most ofthe insurgent groups of North East India
maintain good relation with the neighbouring countries.
With the help ofthese neighbouring countries all these
insurgent groups have become well equipped with
sophisticated arms and weapons. Negotiation for peaceful
settlement of disputes with the terrorist groups is the most
desirable way to reduce the intensity of terrorism.
Besides, allocation of more central resources to this region
is urgently needed to alleviate unemployment, poverty
and deprivation so that people’s discontent and insurgency
problem could be tackled. m
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North Eastern States of India

Northeast India (officially North Eastern Region,
NER) is the easternmost region of India representing both
a geographic and political administrative division ofthe
country. It comprises - Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and
Sikkim. The region shares an international border of
5,182 kilometers (3.220 mi) with several neighbouring
countries- 1,395 kilometres (867 mi) with Tibet
Autonomous Region, China in the North, 1640 kilometres
(992 mi) with Bangladesh in the South West, 97
kilometres (60 mi) with Nepal in the West and 455
kilometres (283mi) with Bhutan in the North-West. It
comprises an area of 262.230 km? (101.250 sq mi)
which is almost 8 percent of India.

North Eastern Council (NEC), constituted in
1971 as the acting agency for the development of the
North Eastern states. Long after induction of NEC,
Sikkim formed part of the North Eastern Region as the
eighth state in 2002.

Assam:

Assam is a state in north-eastern India, situated
in South of the Eastern Himalayas along the Brahmaputra
and Barak River Valley, Assam covers an area of 78,438
km? (30.285 sq mi). The state shares its borders with
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh to the North, Nagaland
and Manipur to the East, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram
and Bangladesh to the South and West Bengal to the
West via the Siliguri corridor, a 22 kilometres (14 mi)
wide strip of land that connects the state to the rest of
India. It is also one of the world’s most populous
subdivisions.

Assamis known for several antique elements such
as the Assam tea and Assamssilk. The state was the first
site for oil drilling in Asia. It is also home to the one-
Horned Indian Rhinoceros, along with the Wild Water
Buffalo, Pygmy Hog, Tigers Snail and various species of
Asiatic Birds, and Provides one of'the last wild habitats
for the endangered Asian elephant. The Assamese

Nilima Khatun
Fifth Semester

economy is aided by wildlife tourism in Kaziranga
National Park and Manas National Park, which are
amongst the world Heritage sites.

Meghalaya:

Meghalaya is a state in Northeast India.
Meghalaya was formed by carving out two districts from
the state of Assam. The united Khasi and Jaintia Hills
and the Garo Hills on 21 January 1972. The population
of Meghalaya as 0f 2016 is estimated to be 3,211,474.
Meghalaya covers an area of approximately 22.430
square kilometres, with a length-to-breadth ratio of about
3:1.

The state is bounded to the South by the
Bangladesh division of Mymensingh and Sylhet, the West
by the Bangladeshi division of Rangpur and to the North
and East by India’s state of Assam. The capital of
Meghalaya is Shillong.

The state has the wettest region of India, with
the wettest areas located in the Southern Khasi Hill,
recording an average of 12,000 mm (470 in) of rainfall.
About 70 percent of the state is forested.

Mizoram:

Mizoram is a state in North Eastern India, with
Aizawl as its seat of government and capital city. Within
India’s northeast it is the southernmost landlocked state,
sharing borders with three of the seven sister states,
namely Tripura, Assam and Manipur. The state also shares
a 722 kilometres (449 mi) border with the neighbouring
countries, Bangladesh and Myanmar.

Mizoram was previously part of Assam until
1972, when it was carved out as a Union Territory. In
1986 the Indian parliament adopted the 53rd amendment
of the Indian constitution which allowed for the creation
of'the state of Mizoram on 20th February 1987, as India’s
23rd state.

According to a 2011 census, in that year
Mizoram’s population was 1,091,014. It is the 2nd least
populous state in the country. Mizoram covers an area
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of approximately 21,087 square kilometres. About 91%
of the state is forested.

(The two tiered Vantawng Falls with its cascading
milky waters makes the onlookers stage at it for hours.
This waterfall is located 137 kilometres away from Aizwal
and is considered as the highest waterfall of Mizoram
having a fall of 750 feet).

Arunachal Pradesh:

Arunachal Pradesh is a state in Northeast India.
It borders the states of Assam and Nagaland to the South.
It shares international borders with Bhutan in the West,
Myanmar in the East and a disputed border with China
in the North at the McMahan Line. Itanagar is the capital
of Arunachal Pradesh. Arunachal Pradesh is the largest
of'the seven sister states of Northeast India by area. As
ofthe 2011 census of India, Arunachal Pradesh has a
population of 1,382,611 and an area of 83,743 km?
(32,333 sqmi). It is an ethnically diverse state.
Nagaland:

Nagaland is a state in North Eastern India. It is
bordered by the state of Arunachal Pradesh to the North,
Assam to the West, Manipur to the South and the
Sangaing Region of Myanmar to the East. Nagaland’s
capital city is Kohima and its largest city is Dimapur. It
has an area of 16,579 km? (6,401 sq mi) with a
population 0f 1,980,602 per the 2011 census of India.

Nagaland become the 16th state of India on 1st
December,1963. The state has experienced insurgency
as well as an interethnic conflicts, since the 1950s.

Nagaland is mainly known for its famous Hornbill
Festival which is visited by thousands oftourists every
year.

Dzukou Valley is blessed with diverse species of
flowers and shrubs it is most unblemished places in North
East in India. This green valley include an array of
Rhododendron species.

Tripura:

Tripura is a state in North Eastern India. The
third smallest state in the country, it covers 10,491 km?
(4,051 sq mi) and is bordered by Bangladesh to the
North, South and West by Assam and Mizoram to the
East. In 2011 the state had 3,671 032 residents
constituting 0.3% of'the country’s population.

According to 2011 census, Tripura is one of the
most literate state in India with a literacy rate of 87.75%.

Mainstream Indian cultural elements coexits with
traditional practices ofthe ethnic groups, such as various
dances to celebrate religious occasions, wedding and
festivities, the use of locally crafted musical instruments
and clothes.

The sculptures at the archaeological sites
Unakoti, Pilak and Devtamura provide historical evidence
ofartistic.

Sikkim:

Sikkim is a state in North Eastern India. It
borders the Tibet Autonomous Region of China in the
North and Northeast, Bhutan in the East, Nepal in the
West and West Bengal in the South. Sikkimis the second
smallest among the Indian states.

A part of the Estern Himalaya, Sikkim is notable
for its biodiversity, including alpine and subtropical
climates. Sikkim’s capital and its largest city is Gangtok.
Almost 35% of the state is covered by the
Kangchendzonga National Park a UNESCO World
Heritage site.

In Sikkim the most beautiful Gurudongmar Lake
is present and it catches the eyes of tourists.
Gurudongmar lake is one of the highest lakes in the world
and in India, located at an attitude of 5,430 m( 17,800
ft). It is also known as one of the highest freshwater lakes
on earth.

Manipur:

Manipur is a state in Northeastern India, with
the city of Imphal as its capital. It is bounded by the
Indian states of Nagaland to the North, Mizoram to the
South and Assam to the West. It also borders two regions
of Myanmar, Sagaing Region to the East and China to
the South. The state covers anarea of 22,327 km? (8,621
sq mi). According to 2011 census, Manipur’s population
was 2,855,974

Manipur has primarily an Agrarian economy, with
significant hydroelectric power generation potential.
Manipur is blessed with a variety of flora and fauna. It is
also famous for the Keibul Lamjao, the floating national
park. The magnificient fresh water lake is located near
Moirang. Floating vegetation in the lake makes it unique
from any other weffen in the world. The lake has several
‘phumdis’ which are floating island in the lake. m
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Goalpara

Monali Nath
Gitali Das
Third Semester, Geography Department

The name of Goalpara is said to have originated from the word “Gwaltippika” meaning
Guwali village or the village of the milk men. In local dialect “para” means village.

It was a princely state ruled by the Koch kings. Today the erstwhile Goalpara is divided
into Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon, Dhubri and Goalpara District.

The history of Goalpara goes back to several centuries. The district came under British
rule in 1765. Before this, the area was under the control of the Koch dynasty. In 1826 the British
accessed Assam and Goalpara was annexed to the North-East fontier in 1874, along with the
creation of district head quarters at Dhubri.

On Ist July, 1983 two districts were split from Goalpara: Dhubri and Kokrajhar. On
29th of September, 1989 Bongaigaon district was created from parts of Goalpara and Kokrajhar.

Geography :

Goalpara is located on the banks of'the river Brahmaputra, it has an average elevation of
35 metres (114 feet).

Goalpara is endowed with scenic beauty. Hulukanda Hill, located at the heart of Goalpara
town on the bank ofthe Brahmaputra river. The district has large number offresh water wetlands
such as Hashila beel, Kumri beel and Urpad beel, they become the centre for migratory birds
from October to March. The evergreen forests on low hills create an undulating landscape.
Popular Tourist place: Goalpara is dated with numerous religions places of which some are of
historical importance. Shri Surya Pahar among them marks to be a significant site, it boasts to be
the confluence point of Buddhism, Hinduism and Jainism. Several Shiva Lingas made of granite
lies here along with some statue of Lord Buddha. B
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COVID - 19 and Education

The Covid-19 pandemic has thrown everyone’s
life into disarray and caused irreparable damage to many
business all across the globe. Besides the toll on life and
living the year 2020 it was ravaged by output and
employment losses, unprecedented in history, globally
as well as in India. India’s GDP fell by 7.3% in fiscal
year and World Bank estimated global output to fall by
5.2% during the same period.

While the severity ofthe effect varies from sector
to sector, there are a few sectors that have been affected
the hardest. In India some industries, particularly those
that require a high level of individual contact such as
aviation, travel & tourism and hospitality have been
severely hit along with others such as agriculture & allied
activities. Information Technology, highway infrastructure,
railway freight, domestic trade etc has shown remarkable
resilience in the fact of the pandemic.

However even ifthings have begin to normalize
one sector may not be able to recover from its losses for
an extended period of time resulting in a long term impact
on the country’s labour productivity and the job market.
It is the impact on the country’s education sector which
has received the least attention in the face of the pandemic
thus far.

The true extent of the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on education is yet to be ascertained but all
indications show that it will be severe since many students
are unable to attend schools and colleges and many are
facing the contstraints of online learning.

In March 2020, schools and colleges in almost
all parts of'the world were forced to close down due to
the emergence of Covid-19 pandemic. The academic
calendar has been severely disrupted with actual
classroom learning being replaced by online learning, exam
cancellation etc. Despite the rapid transition to e-learning,
millions of students especially in South Asia and Africa
have been left without adequate access to education. The

Dr Bashanti Ray Dutta
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situation in India turned out to be grimmer. As many
schools and educational institutions moved to online
platforms for continuation of learning the digital device
remained a challenge for the country.

According to data from the 2017 National
Sample Survey Organisation report, merely 6% of rural
households and 25% ofurban households had access to
a computer. Lack of internet facilities was also a cause
of concern with only 17% of rural households and 42%
ofurban households having access to it. Definitely data
enabled cell phones have increased access in the last 4
years but many of the disadvantage people are still
suffering, especially in rural areas. According to surveys
conducted by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training, the Azim Premji Foundation
Annual Status of Education Report and Oxfam, between
27% to 60% of students were unable to participate in
online classes due to a variety of factors including lack of
devices, shared devices and the inability to purchase data
packs.

Accompanied with the mismanagement of public
schoolin India , the above mentioned issues render online
learning an unfeasible and non viable choice for the major
chunk ofthe country’s’ population. With such challenges
ofdistance learning, many students may drop out leaving
little scope for their return unless affirmative and
immediate actions are taken.

Most likely the increased economic insecurity,
lack of'social protection and reduced household income
will push such children from poorer households to
contribute to the family income, leaving their education
aside.

Even those who will continue their education once
educational institutions reopen may struggle to catch up
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to their batch mates who have access to online learning.
The two year gap in onsite learning will make learning
more difficult and less efficient in the coming years for
such people which wll eventually make them less
competent for the formal sector jobs. Despite continuing
their education they may not be able to meet the minimum
threshold requirement for employment in the formal sector
(or it may take them considerably large amount oftime)
and might push them to work in the informal sector for a
while or indefinitely.

Even for those who can readily afford online
learning facilities, the move was not as seamless as it
appears to be. Online education has entailed delayed
learning process, lack of personalized attention, poor
student-teacher ratio and lack of motivation among
students. Apart from this, many people do not possess a
healthy learning experience at home or a peaceful study
area is a luxury for most in India.

In India online education has come at the cost of
marginal productivity loss’ which would eventually be
revealed with time while learning a catastrophic impact
on the country’s human capital development.

However it is to be noted that not all factors that
may contribute to low level human development are
created by the pandemic. Most ofthem were pre-existing
and have been exposed or amplified by it. The quick
summary of the Indian education system after
independence would suggest that the education system,
for the most part is driven by sorting rather than human

development and this sudden shift to online mode has
rendered this system even less effective in terms of skill
development and human capital formation.

So people with access to online learning may
possess and edge over those without any access to it but
this batch of pandemic may not possess the required skill
sets and efficiency according to their qualifications and
may remain less competent when compared with their
senior batches.

The hardest impact of this will be seen on those
students who gaduated/will graduate from school and
colleges between 2019 and 2023 thus calling them the
batch of pandemic.

In the future years. India’s human capital
formation may take a significant hit and the problems of
brain drain may aggravate.

Businesses all across the country may find their
ways to recovery in the coming years, recouping all their
losses but the pandemic’s impact on India’s education
sector may continue to have long term divesting effects
on the country’s prospective human capital resources.
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Predicting Covid-19
Cases Using Weekly Moving Averages

What is Moving Average ?

A moving average means that it takes the past
days of numbers, take the average of those days and
plot it on the graph. For a 7- day moving average, it
takes the last 7 days, adds them up and divides it by 7.
For a 14 day average it will take the past 14 days.

For example we have data on COVID starting
from March 12. For the 7 days moving average, it needs
7 days of COVID cases; that is the reason it only starts
on march 19 (figure 1). On the 19th, it added all the
cases together between March 12 and March 19 and
divided it by 7. It then plots that point. The next point, at
March 20, uses March 13-20 for its average calcula-
tion.

Dy Coid- LF drm increass with 7 day reiring sesage

Ifwe are thinking about it, we might realize that
this indeed ‘moves’ everyday which is why they call it a
moving average.

For something like new cases of COVID, we
can see why this can be handy, it provides us with an
average line over time and it knocks out these big peaks
and valleys to the average over a period of time.

Also, we could plot the same data with a 14 day
moving average. Then the black plot would start 14 days
after the 12th and we can imagine that it will flattern the

Shainee Saha
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little peaks and valleys ofthe 7 day moving average even
more.

We had noticed that it starts on March 26. An-
other big difference is that the first peak is not as high.
The third big difference is that the last part does not reach
as high. This is normal because the cases in the past 14
days were lower on average.

i Lol 19 i marranr with L day rooving serrage

e
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Now we might wonder if there are also 21-day
moving averages, or perhaps 10-day moving averages
and yes, we can make it anything we want. We use mul-
tiples of 7 because we have 7 days in a week, and this
means every day is in the series once, twice, etc. For
COVID cases. This can be very important. We know
on sundays a lot of laboratories remain close, the num-
ber oftested people are less compared to working days.
If we use a 10-day moving average, it would include
sundays twice in some samples and sometimes we only
have one sunday. Notice (from the figure 3) how it soft-
ens the peaks and valleys a little, but every few days, the
valleys are actually deeper. Those are when two sundays
are incorporated or in one case, even two sundays and a
holiday. For that reason, we generally use multiples of 7
for moving average of days.
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Omicron: What, How and Where?

On 25th November 2021, scientists of South
Africa announced the discovery ofanew, heavily mutated
variant of the coronavirus which triggered a panic
worldwide. Many countries instantly imposed travel bans
and blocked their borders. But alas, the variant was
already detected in at least 23 countries, including the
United States. So, why are the knee-jerk reactions on
this NEW Variant?

Omicron, as dubbed by the World Health
Organization, has high number of mutations. It has more
than 30 changes to its spike protein. Now, what is
mutation and spike protein? Mutation is basically a
change in the DNA or RNA sequence of an organism,
which is happening at all the time in all the living organisms
on earth, whether be it in humans, in plants , in animals
as well as in viruses. In fact, without mutation evolution
of living organisms is not possible. The virus responsible
for the disease covid 19, known as the SARS- CoV-2
Virus has RNA which is single stranded. According to
UK genetic specialists, there are around one to two
mutations per month globally in the SARS- Cov-2 virus.
Now, let us understand about spike proteins. When we
see the picture of coronavirus family, we see that there
are some sharp bumps that protrude from the surface.
These bumps are known as spike proteins which are
basically responsible for how the virus infects a human
cell. It is said that these spikes have undergone changes
in a way that has increased the binding of the virus in our
cells.

The spike protein changes in previous variants
such as Delta and Alpha, are thought to have made the
virus more infectious. However in case of Omicron, the
picture is not yet clear (till the article is written) whether
it is more transmissible , or causes severe diseases than
previous variants , or whether it will make the vaccines
less effective . Researchers have mentioned that Omicron
is three times more likely to re-infect people. The most
important question regarding this variant is that how so

Dr. Yoshiko Bailung
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many mutations occurred in a seemingly short duration
oftime.

Though unclear, yet scientists have put forwarded
a few hypothesis which might provide the question above.
One possibility is that the virus began circulating and
mutating in an isolated group of people, where it might
have had the opportunity to change dramatically,
compared to the other variants existing outside that group.
Then, it might have gotten introduced into the larger
population, where it was able to travel into different
groups and countries. The second hypothesis is that the
virus might have mutated significantly in a single individual
before venturing into a new host. This could happen in
an immune suppressed person such as someone with
HIV. Omicron being first identified in South Africa and
this country having the world’s largest HIV epidemic,
has led the scientists to hypothesize the above probable
country and cause of origin. The third hypothesis that
scientists put forward is that the mutation might have first
occurred in animals and then got transmitted to humans.
In another species, the virus faces a different kind of
immune pressure and hence it could accumulate some
mutations very fast.

Whatever be the reason of this new variant,
Michael Head, a senior research fellow in global health
at the University of Southampton, UK said that Omicron
is an alarming call for the need of greater vaccine access.
The main variants that caused concern (Alpha and Delta)
till now originated due to uncontrolled outbreaks in
unvaccinated populations. Michael Head said, “That’s
where COVID thrives best and that’s where the virus
has the greater chance to mutate.” As such, we must
understand how important it is that people get vaccinated
innooks and corners of the world. The longer it is taken
to deliver the vaccines, the more probability would arise
for the could 19 Virus to circulate, mutate and grow into
a potentially more dangerous one. gy
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Covid-19 and the Society

Whatis Covid —19?

The Covid-19 a pandemic is considered as the
most crucial global health calamity ofthe century and the
greatest challenge that the humankind faced since the 2™
world war. In December 2019, a new respiratory disease
emerged in Wuhan, Hubei province, China and was
named by the World Health Organization as Covid-19
[Corona virus disease 2019] Anew class of corona virus,
known as SARS-COV-2 [Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome Corona virus 2 | has been found to be
responsible for occurrence of this disease.

Spread of Covid-19 in Urban Areas:

Pandemics have shaped the way cities are
planned and configured. Throughout history, cities have
evolved to solve problems of Sanitations, hygiene, and
health access while providing space and opportunities
for the urban dwellers. Covid-19 will have significant
implications in the way cities are planned. Globalization
has made international travel cheaper, easier and more
prevalent. Within months, perhaps weeks, of the first
outbreak, the disease seeded and spread around the
world. The pandemic reverses the calculus to some
extent. Cities are now in dense congregations of people
where the disease can spread quickly and effectively.
Cities, once the hope ofthe future and ofthe world in
particular area are now platforms for the pandemic. Deep
rooted inequalities in cities in both the global North and
South have heavily influenced the degree and nature of
Covid-19 impacts. It has become clear that vulnerability
to Covid-19 depends on several conditions.

In India, the first positive case of Covid-19 was
reported in the state of Kerala on January 30® 2020.
Subsequently, the number of case drastically rose. To
impose Social distancing, the “Janata Curfew” was
ordered on March 22™, 2020. A further lockdown was
initiated for 21 days, starting on March 25%, 2020, but
owing to an increasing number of positive cases, the
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lockdown was extended for the third time until May 17%,
2020.

The impact of Corona virus pandemic on India
has been largely disruptive in terms of economic activity
as well as a loss of human lives.

Spread of Covid-19 in rural areas:

Despite considerable social scientific attention to
the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on urbanized
areas, very little research has examined its impact on rural
population. Yet, rural communities- which make up tens
of millions of people from diverse backgrounds in the
world are among the nation’s most vulnerable populations
and may be less resilient to the effects of such a large-
scale exogenous shock. The effects of the Covid-19
pandemic on rural population, have been severe, with
significant negative impacts on unemployment, overall life
satisfaction, mental health and economic outlook. These
impacts have been generally consistent across age,
ethnicity, education and sex.

Impact on farmers :

More than half of the farmers who harvested their
crops suffered during the nationwide lockdown,
compared to the last season of sowing the same crop,
revealed a survey of 1,500 farmers in 200 districts across
12 tates. The lockdown to curb the spread of novel
coronavirus disease, also forced 55% of'the farmers to
store their crops as they were unable to sell them.
Farmers across Andhra-Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar-Pradesh and West-Bengal
suffered the loss. Losses for 40% of the farmers who
experienced loss, occurred froma lack of labour, storage
or transport options, weather was also cited as a reason
for the loss in yield by 80 percent of the farmers. Around
30% ofthem were unable to harvest their crops because
ofiissues related to lockdown. Out ofthe 63% farmers

(SR / 203 5-33 T / S0 €



who could harvest their crops, 22% had to store their
crop due to lockdown. Around 12% farmers were still
trying to sell their crops, while 44% managed to sell their
crop.

Health Infrastructure :

In India, private healthcare is expensive and
unavailable for the majority of people. For critical Covid-
19 patients, we require healthcare facilities such as
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and ventilators. In India, the
healthcare indicators such as hospital beds (0.7),
physicians (0.7256) and nurses (1.3757) per 1000
population are below than the majority of affected
countries fromthe novel virus. The current India healthcare
infrastructure raises serious concern about the ability of
India health system to tackle the serious situation.

Break down of Assam due to Covid — 19:

In the present time, the entire world is under the
great threat of Covid-19 virus. The sudden outbreak of
this pandemic has created uncertainty, regarding the health
structure of a society, social security and economic
structure of a society. The economy of Assam is totally
devastated by the outbreak of the Covid-19. The
economic structure of Assam for instance in transport,
tourism industry, entertainment sector, real estate sector
etc., has seen a harrowing time in the year 2020.

Entertainment Industry :

In the entertamment sector of Assam, the mobile
theatre groups have a prominent significance. Since 1970,
the iconic mobile theatre groups of Brahmaputra valley
have been working as a major source of entertainment.
Along with economic contribution, these theatre groups
are always recognized as an important element of Assam’s
cultural heritage. However, these groups are passing
through a tough time financially and commercially first

time ever in its glorious history of 60 years. These mobile
theatre groups are always a main earning source for the
actors, dancers, singers, directors, etc to the ordinary
workers.

Tourism Industry :

The tourism industry of Assam is another casuality
to the dreaded Covid- 19. Assam is rich with natural
richness and beauty. Assam also has its unique cultural
and ethnicity identity. Therefore, Assam has a vast
potentiality for tourism. But, due to the pandemic the
industry of tourism has to acquire a great loss as lockdown
was implemented to reduce human gatherings and imface
social distancing.

Tea Industry :

The real estate industry is one of the oldest and
mainstream industries of Assam. The unprecedented
Covid-19 crisis has also this industry. Tea industry is highly
labour intensive and is one of the largest employers of
Assam, According to the reports of Tea Board ofIndia,
the production oftea in Assam in March2019 was 4.6%
of'the state’s total annual production for that year but in
2020 due to Covid-19 crisis, Assam tea industry has
faced around Rs. 1,218 crore estimated loss.

Transport and Accommodation :

The transportation sector has also acquired a loss
ofrevenue due to Covid-19 crisis. During the lockdown,
all types of commercial vehicles remained off the roads
of' Assam which has highly attributed to the revenue loss
of Assam’s economy. The railways and airways aren’t
fully opened till today. Due to the Jack of availability of
public transportation, the common people to suffered
more. Along with the common masses, the owners of
the commercial vehicles (bus, taxi. Etc) have also seen a
harrowing time during the pandemic. l
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The Immune System and COVID-19 : Friend or Foe ?

Corona virus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a
highly contagious infection caused by SARS-CoV-2,
which has become a global public health challenge. The
pathogenesis of this virus is not yet clearly understood,
but there is evidence of a hyper inflammatory immune
response in critically ill patients which leads to acute
respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) and multi organ
failure. SARS-Cov-2, directly and indirectly affects the
immune system.On the other hand, the secretion of
inflammatory cytokines leads to multi-organ failure.

1. Introduction :SARS-Cov-2 caused the
corona virus disease 2019, and has affected people’s
lives globally, since first observed in Wuhan, China in the
last days of 2019. The main route of virus entry and
transmission is respiratory droplets that are expelled and
absorbed by the mucous membranes, especially the nasal
and larynx mucosa. COVID-19 spreads readily via
person to person. The clinical spectrum of COVID-19
varies from asymptomatic to severe respiratory failure
(SRP).

2. SARS-Cov-2 and the immune system

2.1 SARS-Cov-2 Pathology :SARS-Cov-2
belongs to the corona virus family which has caused two
previous epidemics at the beginning ofthe 21st century,
one named SARS-Cov and the other Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS). Coronavirus are large
envelope of the virus containing several proteins with
different tasks. The spike glycoprotein (SP), has two
domains of S1 and S2, is responsible for invasion,
attachment, and entry into human cells. The receptor
binding domain (RBD) in S1 interacts with angiotensin -
converting enzyme 2 (ACE2) on the human host cell
surface, which is a similar entry mechanism to SARS-
Cov, however, the S2 domain is responsible for virus
cell membrane fusion and viral entry with higher affinity.

Arifa Arif Laila
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2.2 Effects of SARS-Cov-2 on the immune
system : Since both SARS-Cov and SARS-Cov-2 have
the same cell entry mechanism, the pathogenesis both
viruses cause could be same, or at least very similar.
ACE?2 is the common factor that binds to superficial &
glycoprotein on the envelope ofthe viruses. It is seen
that this binding is sensed by toll like receptor - 7 (TLR-
7), which is present in endosomes, and which then leads
to the secretion of inflammatory cytokines. ACE2 is highly
expressed in some organs, therefore these organs
constitute the main target for the virus following entry of
SARS-Cov-2 into the cell, the viral RNA genome is
transferred from the envelope into the cytoplasm and the
translation process begins. After replication ofthe RNA,
new viral particles are formed by incorporating part of
the host cellmembrane in the new viral envelope. Although
SARS-Cov-2 buds from the infected cell, it does not
lyse it directly. Infected lung epithelial cellsproduce
interleukin IL-8 which acts as a chemo attractant for
neutrophils and T lymphocytes. The innate immune
response is initially triggered by lung epithelial cells,
alveolar macrophages and neutrophils. In the next stage,
adaptive immune responses are triggered involving T and
B lymphocytes to complete the complete immune
response. Virus particles containing RNA, act as
pathogen associated member patterns (PAMPs) and
provoke a strong innate immune response after
recognition by toll like receptor - 7 (TLR-7), which is
expressed on monocyte macrophages and dendritic cells
(DC). Furthermore, neutrophils are rapidly recruited to
sites of infection, where they kill viruses by an
oxidativeburst, defensin secretion, and Neutrophil
Extracellular Traps (NETs). Along with these events,
antigen percentage subsequently stimulates the body’s
specific adaptive immunity which culminates in
approximately 7-14 days after infection. Activated B-
cell secrete virus specific antibodies, white antigen specific
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T cytotoxic cells kill virus infected cells. All these immune
signalling pathways are designed to create an

inflammatory environment with the good of eradicating
SARS-Cov-2 .

3. The immune System as a foe

3.1 An entry route for the Virus : CD147,
also known as extracellular matrix, metalloproteinase
inducer, is also recognized as a red blood cell receptor
for the parasite that causes malaria in humans, and is a
transmembrane protein of the immunoglobulin family.
Wang et al recently demonstrated that the SARS-Cov-
2 SP also binds to CD 147 . So, the immune system
itself could be an entry way for SARS-Cov-2.

3.2 Macrophages activation syndrome and
the cytokine storm : Patients with Covid-19 have
increased levels of inflammatory cytokines and
chemokines, such as IL-1, IL-6, IL-8, IL-17, IL-17,
CCL-2, TNF-a, G-CSF, IP-10, MCP-1 and MIP.
Higher levels of cytokines rapidly lead to deterioration
of'the patient’s condition and death.

3.3 Hyper inflammation and severe
respiratory failure : Innate immunity activated and it is
trying to limit the cytokine storm and limit the infection
and overcome the virus, however it leads to an excess
inflammatory response rather than harming the virus. This
cause lung injury with tissue damage and life threatening
edema enriched with and fibrin, that unfortunately cause
severe respiratory failure (SRA) and death in severely
affected patients.

4. Immune System as a friend

4.1 Role ofimmunoglobulin and immunomodulation
in recovery : It seems that lymphopenia, hyper

inflammatory state, and cytokines all play a role in the
pathology of COVID-19, hence the hypothesis was
proposed that immunomodulatory drugs may be beneficial
to reverse the condition and treat the disease.
Seroconversion and antibody production occurs by the
first two weeks after infection. Like other infections,
specific IgG is the first defence to appear, and disappear
after short time, but specific IgG remains a long term
defence against the virus. Therefore, neutralizing IgGs play
a major role in the patient recovery and control of
infection. IgGs reach their peak in the serum during the
convalescent phase, and tend to warp after recovery, but
memory B cells could still survive to offer long term
protection.

4.2 Convalescent Plasma Therapy :There is
a global effort to find an effective treatment for COVID-
19. Although the benefits of some available drugs have
been proven, they are not yet a contain specific cause for
the disease, and controversies remain. The COVID-19
specific IgG antibodies act as passive immune therapy
and after administration by the transfused plasma might
neutralize viral particles and activate the complement
system, which could consequently lead to viral elimination.

Conclusion :The COVID-19 pandemic is an ongoing
issue that affects the lives of most people around the world.
Most countries have now semi-closed its international
relations have been affected and humans are experiencing
an unprecedented regime which has changed ordinary
life. Therefore, it is of the utmost importance to understand
the patho-physiology of disease and the immune response
to the pathogen affects the disease. Although the immune
system plays an important role in fighting COVID-19
paradoxically could also be harmful. B
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MBBS Courses Abroad :
Some Important Points to be Noted

India is the second most populated country in
the world. Nearly one fifth of the total world’s population
are Indians. According to the recent date (2021) the total
population is estimated to be 1.39 (billion), approximately
139 crores.

In our country, there is a huge demand for
medical practitioner. India has less than one doctor for
1000 individuals 1i.e. not meeting the “Golden Finishing
Line” of WHO, which is standard of one doctor per
thousand population. To study MBBS course abroad is
a good choice for those who want to become a doctor.
Before joining any country one should verify the status
of'the institution selected for the course. All embassies
issue advisory for the students of India to select the most
preferred destination for the MBBS course abroad and
state that students should study medicine from the
Medical Council of India (MCI) approved medical
colleges only.

We know that if an Indian student is seeking
MBBS admission in India or abroad, he/she will have to
qualify the ‘National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEETY)’, conducted by ‘National Testing Agency (NTA)’
under ‘Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India’. At
present the NEET programme covers mainly two
courses- (1) MBBS and (i1) BDS (Bachelor of Dental
Surgery). More than 16 lakhs candidates appeared the
examination in 2021-2022 academic session. There are
total 63,800 (approximately) seats in India for MBBS
and only 25,085 seats are there in Govt. Medical
Colleges, rest are in private colleges. The competition is
huge to qualify for MBBS seats in our country. The fees
structure in private medical colleges are very high. So, a
large no. of students from our country particularly, from
North East, prefer to study medicine abroad, like in

Dhrubajyoti Das
HoD, Statistics Department

China, Ukraine, Bangladesh, Nepal and other South
Asian countries because of the low expense and also it is
easy to get a seat there. Some of the medical colleges
abroad not only demand less amount but also provide
better infrastructure facilities to the students compared
to some ofour private medical colleges.

Now, after passing out from colleges outside of
India, the main problem is to get ‘Registration’ under
Medical Council of India (MCI) to practice in Indian
soil. For that they need to appear and qualify ‘Foreign
Medical Graduates Examination (FMGE)’ test. As per
the regulation 2002 “an Indian citizen/overseas citizen of
India possessing a primary medical degree awarded by
any medical Institute of outside India who desire getting
provisional or permanent registration with MCI on or
after 15.03.2002 shall have to qualify a screening test
conducted by the prescribed authority for that purpose
as per the provisions of section 13 ofthe Act.”

As per the current schedule, the screening test in
conducted by the ‘National Board of Examinations’ in
June and December every year. Candidates should go
through the FMGE information bulletin carefully for
eligibility criteria, scheme and pattern ofthe examination.
The pass percentage in FMGE is not very encouraging.

On the other hand, students who earn an under
graduate or post-graduate degree from some countries
need not take the FMGE test, they can directly be
registered by the medical council of India (MCI). These
countries are- (i) Australia (i1) Canada (ii1) United
Kingdom(UK) (iv) New Zealand (v) United States of
America (USA). So, interested students are advised to
go through the FMGE bulletin carefully before selecting
an Institution.

Reference: FMGE bulletin
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Career Planning and Occupational Choice

The aim of higher education to produce adequate
qualified resources for the better economy of'the nation.
It improves the productivity and prosperity with enriched
life experiences of the youth through the dissemination
of'specialised knowledge and skills. From an idealistic
point of view, higher education involves the process which
enhances the individual’s skills and competencies that
are useful in improving the student’s career development
opportunities. It has been seen that there is a huge
population ofeducated youth in the country but still there
is a lack of skilled may power and as a result rises up the
problem of unemployment. In the present era of
globalisation, the major good of higher education
mstitutions should ensure in making the economy globally
competitive by providing proper training for
employment, based on knowledge and skills so that
students can make right decisions for proper career
Planning in relation to their Vocational choices of future
life. Robert Hoppock, the pioneer of vocational guidance
has rightly said, “ Choice always involves knowledge,
one cannot choose what one does not know. One may
stumble into an appropriate occupation by sheer luck,
but the wise choice of an occupation requires accurate
information about occupation are available what they
require and what they offer.” The choice of a vocation
or career is one of the very important decisions that a
student makes for himself’herself. The process of choice
is very rational and scientific. It requires a long time to
become wise and appropriate. It is related to the
individual’s experiences and subjective elements of life.

Ginzberg and others divided occupational
decision making into three stages, viz, Fantasy Choice
stage, Tentative Choice stage and Realistic Choice stage.
At the beginning of life children between the age 0f6-11
years like to make the choice of future on the banks of
their ideas and fantasies, when they are adolescent or
between the age of 12-16 years,they bring about

Dr Chintamayee Sarangi
Head, Education Department

changes about their vocational choices although the
changes are not permanent. Around the age of 17 Years
or in the late adolescence period their choice become
realistic and they continue through early and late
adulthood. In this stage they make efforts to explore the
world around with a view to making wiser and more
stable decisions and also choices. One becomes more
conscious ofhis likes and dislikes, societal forces and
obligations.

The process of occupation choice does not end
with getting a job because the expectation will rarely be
fulfilled with that job. A growing awareness of the world
of work and opportunities available may also motivate
him/her for a better job in course of time.Ginzberg et.
al studied the problem of occupational choice and they
found individuals never reach the ultimate division at a
single moment in time but through decisions over a period
of many years (early years to adulthood period).

Most of'the students make crucial decision under
considerable stress and confusion. Arbitrary selection
of a career or vocation without appropriate
abilities or Personality characteristics may not be fruitful
n future.

There are certain factors that certainly affected
on occupational and career choice of the students. It is
determined by their parental expectations, Parental socio-
economic level, own mental abilities, aptitude interests,
occupational information acquired from the surroundings,
the opportunities to which they are exposed etc.

In order to make the right choice ofa career or
vacation one has to be aware of the following
requirements:

He/she must have a complete understanding of
his/her own strength and weakness.

He/she must have sufficient knowledge of an
occupation

CNREATRIA/ 208 5-23 T /S DO



He/she must have an ability to match that he/she
possesses as well as required.

A complete understanding of the self requires
an honest self-analysis for what he/she is fitted for. In
this situation, parents, teachers and guidance workers
may help with care and understanding.

The knowledge of occupation also depends
upon the person’s awareness about the occupational
description and requirements.

Having sufficient knowledge on the above the
person may select the best matched occupation although
there is a possibility that many people have not yet made
the final decision concerning their choices of career.
Actually, the uncertainty regarding Career choice also
occurs due to lack of proper occupational information.
Occupational information covers a wide range of
information regarding various occupations, industry,
educational and training courses, scholarship, competitive
examination, employment trends/patterns, wage
structure, changes in required skills, job specification etc.
which is vital for proper occupational Choice. Information
by an indispensable tool for the person which enables
him to bring. about better adjustment between himself
and his environment. It also enables the persons to acquire
the image of occupations and society’s evaluation of
different occupations and cross-check or interpret the
suitability or validity of their own tentative decisions.

Realistic information about jobs and the trends can also
help in proper educational and vocational career
planning.

The right information regarding occupation can
be available from various print media, social media and
mass media viz Radio, TV, News Paper, magazine,
bulletins, institutional Prospectus, occupational Surveys,
occupational Index hand books, govt reports.
advertisements, world of work map (wwm), Internet or.
computerised information system etc. Some local/
Regional and national level agencies also publish their
lists of occupational information materials as follows.

A. State level Sources:

State Directorate of Employment and TrainingVarious
Departments of state Governments

Local Employment Exchange
University employment and Information Service

State Service Selection Board, Professional and Industrial
Organisation

B. National level Sources:
Ministry of HRD. Govt. of India
Planning Commission. New Delhi

Directorate General of Health Services. m
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Best Career Options
for Commerce Students

Introduction:

Having cleared the boards one has to decide
various career options for commerce students that an
individual can avail through his/her course. Gone are the
days where the job opportunities were restricted to
certain fields. But now students can choose from plethora
of options, they can look out for their passion and interests
and accordingly get into their desired job profile.

There are various engraved norms that need to
be erased from the mindset of people. The basic motive
of'this article is to provide an experience to the aspirants
and to be able to give them a roller coaster ride every
day since the most important job for an individual is to
go for that one career options for commerce students
that will provide ample opportunity to follow one’s
passion mixed with one’s aspiration.

List of Career Options:

Here is a lists of 10 best career options for
commerce students:

Chartered A ccountant:

A Chartered Accountant is one of the best career
options for commerce students. A person from a
commerce background is likely to get into a Chartered
Accountancy professional course. A candidate can easily
get into this job through a series of examinations,
internships, and additional qualification. The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India or ICAI nominates an
aspirant as a chartered accountant. The job ofa CA is to
handle company accounts and finances to maintain the
records and rescue an organization from an uncertain
and unpredictable business environment.

The role ofa Chartered Accountant is one of the
most important roles in an organization; it is an

Begum Sultana
Department of Commerce

indispensable job description for a business, therefore,
is one of the highest paid jobs in India, one can expect a
salary of 6 to 7 lakh rupees per annum and the value
keeps on increasing as the qualification of an accountant
increases. The level of difficulty under this source keeps
on increasing. As a result it requires immense hard work
and practice. This course includes varied subjects such
as taxation, auditing, financial management, and
accounting. This profession is lucrative and demanding
therefore, one needs to work hard in order to avail best
opportunities coming one’s way.

Investment Banker:

An investment banker holds the most lucrative
and the most vital position in a business organization.
Therefore itis the best career options for commerce
students. Since commerce students deal with numbers
and finances, hence they are deemed as the one who
advises or suggests the organisation on issues such as
investment, money or savings. The main job description
for an investment banker is to provide financial
recommendations in order to help business organizations
to optimally use their resources and to be able to reach
their goals. A person with good knowledge of financial
assets and investments can opt for this occupation. There
are varied roles in this occupation such as analysts,
associates, etc.

This field requires individuals to stay updated and on
their feet since they need to constantly monitor the market
as there are a number of factors that can cause an upward
or a downward movement in the market. Investment
bankers help companies to make sound decisions
regarding investment with the motive of increasing the
value oftheir assets.
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An investment banker can earn a handsome salary that
is approximately 26 lakh rupees per annum.

Cost Accountant:

Cost accountant is one who emphasizes the
fundamental and conceptual basis of accounting. It relates
to financial analysis, business organization, money,
principle of economics and various other elements of the
business financial world. If managing cost operations of
a company and optimization of resources is what excites
one the more a cost accountant can prove to be the best
career opportunity in commerce.

The job ofa Cost Accountant is to prepare the
budget, assets of the company, and evaluation of the
performance of the company. To become a cost
accountant, one needs to go for a bachelor’s degree and
then for other higher degrees for higher positions.
Accounting is one of the career options for commerce
students that need hard work and practice. Preparation
of financial reports for a variety of stakeholders such as
tax holders and other regulatory bodies is an important
part of accounting. A beginner can earn a handsome
salary of4 lakh rupees, this sum helps to give a push to
the aspirants to get into the job. This occupation helps
an individual to apply his/her commerce knowledge
practically into real life business situations and, thus help
an organization to maximise their profitability with such
potential candidates.

Actuary:

Actuaries are the one who regulate various
financial management ofresources. They study the impact
of financial risk and financial uncertamties in the changing
business world. Actuary is the most responsible and the
innermost part of the financial department of an
organization thus every action of'it heavily impacts the
overall fate of a business organization. It can be one of
the most flourishing and a best job in commerce field.

They assess various financial assets and security
systems and constantly monitor the day-to-day
complexities. It deals with numbers, analysis,
assumptions, and other parameters to jeopardize
business risks.

The skills that are required for actuaries are
analysis, valuation, asset, and liability management. A
good understanding of market and its mechanisms are

some of the important elements that needs to be studied
in the job to assess assets and control risks. A student
should have a background of economics, business
studies, and finances.

An actuary gets an annual salary of 10-14 lakh.
As soon as the candidate go for higher qualification this
amount keeps on increasing making it beneficial for
actuary and business organizations both.

Financial Planner:

A financial planner is a company’s planning
partner and an educator, he/she may help an organisation
to meet short term as well as long term goals. They
basically cure a business organisation’s financial health.
Therefore, this career option can be categorised as one
of the most important career options for commerce
students.

A financial planner works to get a complete
picture of your assets, liabilities, income, and expenses
through rigorous analysis and interpretation of the data
available. It deals with numbers, assumptions, and an
insight into the business world. Hence, it requires a good
commerce background in order to fulfil these obligations.
A financial planner is not only responsible for just financial
decisions but the latter also strategies tax issues, savings,
budget, and evaluation of current as well as future situation
of'the business firms.

The job of a financial planner is to synthesize
various initial premises. After that, they evaluate each and
every alternative and select the most viable one. This
whole procedure requires a good understanding of
business elements which are responsible for the task being
performed. Financial decisions directly impact the
working ofa business firm. Therefore, any decision taken
should be evaluated with utmost care and intelligence.

Banking:

Banking is one of the most common and a
demanding career in India. A student from a commerce
background will always prefer to get into this sector of
economy.

The demand for banking as a career is growing
day by day. This is because they are truly the backbone
of'a country’s economy. There is a rapid growth in the
employment opportunities in the banking sector. It has
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paved ways for many aspirants who really want to get
into it. As a result, a huge demand has created
opportunities in the form of jobs for a number of
candidates. There are many vacancies in both the public
and private sectors. Both these sectors require good
qualification as well as a good educational background.
A candidate needs to go through various banking
examinations in order to get selected for the job.

A convenient, government job with good salary,
and high social acceptance is all that an individual aspires
for. With the emergence of new local/foreign/national
banks, the job market is continuously booming for the
commerce students. Traditionally students with a
commerce background automatically find themselves
associated with banking as a job. But students from other
streams cannot venture in to it.

Company Secretary:

A company secretary acts as a conscience
seeker for a company, he /she holds a principal position
in an organization

The job ofa CS is to keep a track of tax returns,
keeping of returns, he/she lends advice to the board of
directors, and has to make sure that the company works
within legal and ethical compliances. He/she acts as a
mediator between different stakeholders of the company
such as the shareholders, government, board of directors,
etc. The ICSI i.e. the Institute of Company Secretaries
ofIndia is a statutory body that regulates the profession
of a company secretary. They provide training and
education to millions ofaspirants and is a recognized body
responsible for making an aspirant a CS.

A candidate has to complete three levels of
examination under ICSI. The field requires expertise in
company law. A good command over language is also
necessary. They should be competent with numbers and
at the same should be a meticulous planner. Thus, it can
be categorized as one of the best career options for
commerce students. It can also prove to be one of'the
best jobs in the commerce field. One can expect a hefty
salary of 6- 7 lakhs per annum.

Insurance:

Insurance professionals are in high demand
nowadays, they act as a mediator between the insurance

companies and the customers. They communicate a
company’s schemes and offers to the customers helping
them to choose best out of the available and at the same
time communicating customer’s grievances to the
company , it will help a business organization to constantly
change their policies according to customer’s choice as
their ultimate goal is to serve customers.

This sector has shown a growth from past few
years. The job prospects under his field are also booming
day by day. An aspirant can perform various roles being
a part ofthis occupation ranging from an insurance agent
to a sales manager or as an insurance underwriter. The
skills required for the job are good communication skills,
a good understanding of business terms and at the same
time explicitly convincing power is all that is required in
the job. This job can prove to be one ofthe best career
options for commerce students, as a commerce student
is more clear and straight with various policies and
schemes of the business world, he/she has got a good
understanding of future financial situations.

Stockbroker:

Stockbrokers are the most flourishing market for
both the investors and the companies. Stockbrokers sell
financial securities or stock in the market. The market
keeps on changing constantly. Therefore, a stockbroker
needs to constantly monitor the upward or the downward
movement in the market. It is the best opportunity for an
aspirant. For this job, you need to keep a close look on
the functioning of the market. Moreover, you also need
a good understanding ofhow SENSEX, NIFTY works.

This job is accessible for every individual
irrespective of the study background. However, it is more
feasible for a commerce student as these students have a
deep insight into various financial terms. They are
studying the subject in their schools and colleges. They
can easily grasp the complexities of various investing
mechanisms. One can get into various positions being a
stockbroker. For instance, financial advisor, dealer,
investment advisor, fundamental analyst, equity advisor
and many more. Stockbroker is the most lucrative career
options for commerce students.

Management Accounting:

Management accounting is also known as
managerial accounting. It is one of the best career options
for commerce students. The basic work in this field is to
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provide financial information and needed resources to
the company managers. They help in the decision-making
process of a firm. In this procedure the financial
department shares various financial statements, invoices
and other important pieces of financial information with
them. The main motive behind managerial accounting is
to enable the management staff to make accurate
decisions with the use of accurate statistical data. They
help run the business decision operations of the company
smoothly.

A role ofa management accountant plays a vital
role in finding out various business risks. Only the internal
members of the company use this form of accounting.

This makes it different from financial accounting. It is
the best opportunity for a commerce student. This job
implements theoretical knowledge practically in real
business life situations.

Final Thought:

These have been the top 10 career opportunities
and the most highly paid jobs for a commerce student.
So, if commerce is one’s calling he/she doesn’t need to
step back under traditions and various societal
pressures. Look for opportunities. Go for the role you
want to play in this economic world and fly with
successful colours. One needs to look out for his/her
passion and rely on the stuffthat beckons. m
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Deepor Beel
Notified Eco-Sensitive Zone

Chandan Das
Fourth Semester
Geography Department

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and climate change (MOEFCC) has notified of
the Deepor Beel as an eco sensitive wildlife sanctuary (Assam).

The notification specified an area “to an extent varying from 294 metres to 16.32
km” as the eco sensitive zone, with the total area being 148.9767 sq. km.

Implications of the latest move:

No new commercial hotels and resorts shall be permitted within 1 km ofthe boundary
of'the protected area or up to the extent of the eco-sensitive zone, whichever is nearer,
except for small temporary structures for ecotourism activities.

Among activities prohibited in the eco-sensitive zone are hydro electric projects
commercial use of firewood and discharge ofuntreated effluents in natural water bodies or
land areas.
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Deepor Beel:

It is one of'the largest freshwater lakes in Assam
the state’s only Ramsar site besides being an important
Bird area by Birdlife International. It is located towards
the southwest of Guwahati city, Assam and is the erstwhile
water channel of River Brahmaputra. The lake expands
upto 30 sq. km in summer and reduces to about 10 sq.
km in the winter the wildlife sanctuary measureres 4. 1
sq. km within-this wetland (beel)

Importance:

It constitutes a unique habitat for aquatic flora
and avian fauna. It has both biological and environment
importance besides being the only major storm water
storage basin for Guwahati city. A part from that it also
provides a means of livelihood for a number of local
families.

Recently, six young girls from the fishing
community from Assam have developed a biodegradable
and comfortable yoga mat called ‘Moorhen Yoga Mat”.
About 150 species of birds have been recorded in the
sanctuary out of which two are critically endangered,
one endangered, five vulnerable and four near-
threatened.

Fauna of Deepor Beel:

In addition to a huge number ofresidential birds.

During winter, it witnesses some of the large

congregations of migratory such as Siberian cranes,
white-eyed pochard, the greylag goose, Baer’s pochard
and the gadwall, a dabbling duck.

Flora of Deepor Beel:

A large part of the beel during summers is
covered by aquatic vegetation, like water hyacinth,
aquatic grasses. The Dominant tree species in the nearby
deciduous forests include peak, Banyan tree, Silk Cotton
tree etc. includes water Hyacinth, Water Lettuce,
Duckweed, Hydrilla, Water Bindweed, Red water Lily
etc.

What are Eco-sensitive zones (ESZs) ?:

Eco - sensitive zones or Ecologically Fragile Area
are areas within 10 kms around protected Areas,
National Parks and wildlife sanctuaries.

Es2s are notified by MOEFCC Government of India
under Environment protection Act 1986.

In case of place with sensitive corridors, connectivity
and ecologically important patches, crucial for landscape
linkage, even are beyond 10 km width can also be
included in the eco sensitive zone.

The basic aim is to regulate certain activities
around National Parks and wildlife sanctuaries so as to
minimise the negative impacts of such activities on the
fragile ecosystem encompassing the protected areas. m
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Plastic Pollution: A Global Environmental Issue

Plastic was invented in New York in 1907 by
Leo Baekeland. Plastics are organic polymers made from
synthetic resins derived from petroleum substances. In
the resins, plastic monomers are made by combining
ammonia and Benzene. Due to their low cost, ease of
manufacture, versatility, non-corrosiveness and
imperviousness to water, plastics are used for multiple
purposes at different scales (The Hindu, 2018).
Such excessive use of plastic has resulted in large scale
dumping of'waste materials into the natural environment.
The accumulation of substantial quantities of plastic results
inrelease oftoxic chemical compounds that are harmful
to humans and animals. Plastic disposed of on land
degrades slowly and its chemicals leach into the
surroundings. When the plastic is hot due to excessive
sunlight or temperature, a harmful chemical substance
called dioxin leaks, which is a persistent environmental
pollutant (POP). Dioxin can cause reproductive and
developmental problems, damage to the immune system,
interfere with hormones and also cause cancer.
UPDATED: JUNE 20, 2018 23:34 ISTSince plastic
are non-biodegradable and does not get naturally
disintegrated, it affects the life and environment ofrivers,
oceans etc in an adverse manner, which is a highly
worrisome aspect in terms of environmental balance.

Global scenario of plastic production: Researchers
estimate that more than 8.3 billion tonnes of plastic has
been produced in the world since the early 1950s. In
1950, for a population of 2.5 billion people, around 2
million tonnes of plastic was produced. On the other
hand, in 2016, for a population of 7 billion people, over
320 million tonnes of plastic was produced, and this is
further set to double by 2034 (Singh et al, 2019). Only
9% ofall plastic waste ever produced has been recycled.
About 12% has been incinerated, while the rest 79%

Dr. Dhiraj Kr. Borah
Assistant Professor
Zoology Department

has accumulated in landfills, dumps or the natural
environment. (UNEP, 2018)

The Indian scenario: Since 1957, when India began
making polystyrene, the country’s plastics industry has
steadily grown. The industry began gradually adding to
the pool of polymers they were manufacturing: Low
density polyethylene (LDPE) in 1959, Poly vinyl
chloride (PVC) in 1961, High density polyethylene
(HDPE) in 1968 and Polypropylene in 1978.

Today in India there are about 22,000 plastics processing
units and about 150 plastics processing machinery
manufacturers. From 2005 to 2015, the consumption of
plastic polymers grew at a compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 15%, from 4.7 million tonnes to 18.9 million
tonnes. Current per capita consumption of plastics in
India, according to a report ofthe Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) published
in 2017, is 11 kg per annum. As per a recent report
India’s annual per capita consumption is projected to
double to 20 kg by 2022 (MoEFCC, 2018).

The global per capita consumption of plastic (2012-13)
has also seen an upward trend with most ofthe developed
nations leading the list (USA-109 kg, Europe-65kg,
China-38kg, Brazil-32 kg, India -11 kg). India’s per
capita consumption (among the lowest in the world) is
much below the global average 028 kg per year, but it
continues to rise year-on-year (Grant Thornton India
LLP,2019)

Effects of plastic pollution on the environment:
Plastic pollution can have harmful effects on the land,
rivers and oceans finally affecting plants, wildlife, and
even the human population. There are different types of
plastics, each with its own composition and
characteristics. The following table shows the chemical
composition, usage and effects of different types of
plastics that are used in our day to day life. (UNEP, 2018)
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Type of plastic Usage

Chemicals present

Effects

Water bottles,

dispensing containers,

Polyethylene
terephthalate (PET)
biscuit trays

antimony trioxide and

phthalates

carcinogenic

High—density
polyethylene (HDPE)

Shampoo bottles, milk
bottles, freezer bags,
ice cream containers
endocrine disruptor.

Can leach nonylphenol
(when exposed to
sunlight) which is an

Disrupt human’s
hormonal system
when exposed to
UV light.

Low—density
polyethylene (LDPE)

Bags, trays, containers,
food packaging film
exposed to sunlight)

Polyethylene can leach
nonylphenol (when

in humans

unhealthy
hormonal effects

Polypropylene (PP) Potato chip bags,
microwave dishes, ice

cream tubs, bottle caps

propene (or propylene)

asthma & hormone
disruption in

human.

Polystyrene (PS) Cutlery, plates, cups

can leach styrene
(brain and nervous system

toxicant)

genes, lungs, liver,
and immune

system.

Expanded Protective packaging,

polystyrene (EPS) hot drink cups

monomer styrene

carcinogenic

Poly vinyl chloride
(PVC)

building and
construction, health
care, electronics,

automobile etc.

may leach bisphenol A,
phthalates, lead,
dioxins, mercury, and

cadmium.

carcinogenic
(breast), allergic
symptoms in

children and

endocrine disruptor.

Effects of plastic on animals: Plastic pollution is one
ofthe most dangerous threats to the marine life. Marine
animals like Sea turtles and jelly fish are affected by the
ingestion of plastic debris which cause obstruction in
the oesophagus leading to death. Accumulation of large
amounts ofplastics in the stomach of whales has cause
the death of several species of whales like beached
whales, sperm whale, pilot whale and Cuvier’s beaked
whale (Unger et al, 2016). Even small fishes like Tuna,
sword fish and Lantern fish also consumes tiny bits of
plastic debris from below the ocean surface and become
a part of the food chain which is highly detrimental to
marine ecosystem. At the rate at which plastic is
accumulating in the oceans of the planet, it is predicted
that, by 2050, the mass of plastic in the world’s oceans
will exceed the mass of all the fish that live there (WEF
report, 2016).

Ingestion of plastic thrash also affect birds like seabirds,
albatrosses and gulls which obstruct and damage the

digestive system by the toxic chemicals called
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), thereby reducing its
digestive ability leading to malnutrition, starvation, and
death. These chemicals can accumulate in body tissues
and have serious lethal effects on a bird’s reproductive
ability, immune system, and hormone balance (Wilcox et
al, 2015).

Animals exposed to plasticizers can experience
developmental defects. Specifically, sheep have been
found to have lower birth weights when prenatally exposed
to bisphenol-A (BPA). Exposure to BPA can stall
development in frogs and can result in a decrease in body
length. In different species of fish, exposure can stall egg
hatching and result in a decrease in body weight, tail
length, and body length (Justine et al, 2014).

Effects of plastic on land: Plastic pollution on land
poses a threat to the plants, animals and humans. The
amount ofplastic poised on the land is greater and more
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concentrated than that in the water. Chlorinated plastic
can release harmful chemicals into the surrounding soil
affecting soil fertility. Polymer and nylon degrading
bacteria like Pseudomonas, nylon-eating bacteria and
Flavobacteria contribute to the release of methane gas
from the breakdown of nylon which contributes towards
greenhouse gas and global warming. Further, burning of
plastic waste releases large amounts of dioxin and furan,
exposure to which, for a long period of time, can lead to
severe respiratory problems and cancer.

Effects of plastic on water: Plastic contaminates the
rivers and oceans by storm-water runoff, flowing into
water-courses or directly discharged into coastal waters.
The toxins present in the plastic can enter the food chains
of'aquatic ecosystem resulting into biomagnification.
Ground water sources are in danger because of the
seepage of toxins like diethylhexyl phthalate, lead,
mercury and cadmium from plastic dumps damaging the
groundwater sources. Rivers carry plastic waste from
deep inland to the sea, making them major contributors
to ocean pollution. A staggering 8 million tonnes of plastic
end up in the world’s oceans every year. A lot of it comes
from the world’s rivers, which serve as direct conduits
oftrash from the world’s cities to the marine environment
(Shrivastav, 2019).

Plastic pollution as a cause of climate change:

Plastic can contribute greenhouse gases, equivalent to
850 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO,) to the
atmosphere. In current trend, annual emissions will grow
to 1.34 billion tons by 2030. By 2050 plastic could emit
56 billion tons of Greenhouse gas emissions, as much as
14 percent of the earth’s remaining carbon budget. By

2100 it will emit 260 billion tons, more than halfofthe
carbon budget (CIEL, 2019).

Measures for mitigation of plastic pollution:
Global initiatives: The UN has been instrumental in
bringing the attention of various countries towards the
mismanagement ofplastic and its impact on the world.
The theme for the 2018 edition ofthe World Environment
Daywas ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’, and on that occasion,
170 countries took the pledge to reduce plastic
consumption by 2030. The United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) had launched the Clean Seas
Campaign in 2017 to engage stakeholders from all
sectors to fight the pollution ofplastics in the ocean. In
January 2018, the European Commission (EC) adopted
the first-ever European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular
Economy. The plan seeks to reduce the amount of
lightweight plastic bag consumption to a maximum 090
per person a year by the end 02019, and to a maximum
0f40 by the end 0£2025.

Initiatives of the Government of India: The Plastic
Waste Management Rules, 2016 were notified by the
Union Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change
in March 2016. It aims to tackle the plastics waste
menace. These rules were later revised in 2018 to address
the plastic use issue comprehensively through progressive
methods, at the same time ensuring that all stakeholders
are involved. Department of Promotion and Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) under the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry launched the ‘Swachhta hi
Sewa 2019’ campaign on 11 September 2019 to tackle
plastic waste from industrial estates, parks and other areas
by all states and union territories. The Indian government
has set a goal to wipe out single use plastic from India by
2022 (Grant Thornton India LLP, 2019).
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Mitigating plastic pollution is a global challenge. Plastic
has become an indispensable material in modern society.
Though it is a convenient alternative, it serves as a serious
threat to our environment. Knowing the severe
consequences of plastic pollution, initiatives have been
taken both nationally and globally for its mitigation.
Despite such global mobilization and legal instruments to
implement its provisions, still little is put into practice,
and much is yet expected.

Therefore, there is an urgent need for a collaborative
effort fromall stakeholders to stop plastic pollution. This
should include, designing of common standards for the
reduction, prevention and development of infrastructure
for plastic recycling. Further, it is also necessary to
promote eco-friendly substitute of plastic and every
individual should be encouraged to use biodegradable
packing materials instead of plastic materials. Moreover,
mass public awareness on the dangers of plastic hazards
is a prerequisite (Santhosh and Shrivastav, 2019).
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Solid Waste Management

Abstract:

The escalating amount and complexity of waste
related with the modern economy is posing severe risk
to ecosystems and human health. Dumping of solid wastes
is a vicious and extensive crisis in both urban and rural
areas of many developed and developing countries. The
concern of solid wastes came to the national attention
subsequent to the proclamation of'the solid waste disposal
act 0f 1965. Currently, solid waste is accepted as a major
problem of our society. Health problems may occur as
some of the refuse is attractive to insects and rodents.
Scientific and environment friendly technologies for
disposing the waste is of utmost necessity that will reduce
quantity of waste to be finally dumped besides generating
substantial amount of manure and energy for further
application.

Introduction:

Rapid rise of the population, urbanization,
industrialization, modernization and digitalization in the
21* century, results in the increase in wastes such as
domestic, agricultural, hospital, electronic wastes,
industrial, commercial, mining, radioactive, etc. To
manage these solid wastes is becoming the major problem
in the recent times. Solid waste management may be
described as the concern related with the control of
generation, collection, storage, transport, processing and
disposal of solid wastes in a way that is in accord with
the best principles of public health, economics,
engineering, conservation, aesthetics and other
environmental considerations [ 1]. Waste management is
one ofthe most imperative responsibilities of governments,
especially local jurisdictions. Sound governance engages
associations with the private sector and public agencies
at different levels [2]. The most significant purpose of
the waste management is to save the environment from
unfavourable effects, free from pollution and in addition,
to guard people’s health from harmful consequences.

To manage solid wastes, numerous modern
methods are implemented in the worldwide, which are
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biological reprocessing, recycling through recover,
dumping in sanitary landfill, composting, waste to energy,
bioremediation, incineration, pyrolysis, plasma
gasification, disposal in ocean/sea, etc. These waste
management techniques make the surroundings an
mmproved place for the living beings to survive. In addition,
it crafts the way for the future generation to live in healthy
environment.

Waste Management Techniques:

Based on deposition and waste category, various
techniques are employed for waste management. In order
to establish effective solid waste management, following
steps should be followed:

B To classify the types of waste
B To identify the sources of waster

M To determine the potential hazard from
waste

M To find out the volume of waste generated
W To categorize safe collection methods

B To recognize safe transportation mode

W To discover safe disposal techniques

There are four major methods for disposal of
solid waste which can be depicted as:

Land application: burial or landfilling
*Composting

*Incineration

*Recycling
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Land application: burial or landfilling technique:

Starting from the 1970s, the progress
of environmental consciousness in modern societies
increasingly turned to consumerism, in addition to the
valorisation of land resources, has led several countries
to rethink their waste management methods, primarily
based on massive landfilling, and allocate the major
concern to other approaches which aimed at reducing
the amount of waste to be disposed [3]. Landfills have
impression that these can harm the environment; however
modern landfills techniques are able to overcome
numerous demerits of previous landfills. Starting from
dealing with gas emissions to monitoring groundwater,
modern landfill science permits today’s waste collection
services to reduce their ecological impact as much as
possible [4] and one such technique can be

depicted in the Fig. 1[5].

Fig. 1: Example composition ofa modern landfill [5]
Composting technique:

Composting is a process for treating solid waste
in which organic material is broken down by
microorganisms in the presence of oxygen to a point
where it can be carefully stored, handled and applied to
the environment.

All composting requires three basic ingredients
[6]:
*  Browns - This includes materials such as dead
leaves, branches, and twigs.

*  @Greens - This includes materials such as grass
clippings, vegetable waste, fruit scraps, and
coffee grounds.

*  Water - Having the right amount of water, greens,
and browns is important for compost
development.

The compost pile should have an equal amount
of browns to greens. The brown materials provide carbon
for the compost, the green materials provide nitrogen,
and the water gives moisture to assist in breakdown of
organic matter [6]. Benefits associated with composting
can be drawn as it enriches soil, helping retain moisture
and suppress plant diseases and pests. Additionally, it
reduces the need for chemical fertilizers. It also
encourages the production of beneficial bacteria and fungi
that break down organic matter to create humus, a rich
nutrient-filled material and reduces methane emissions
from landfills which lowers carbon footprint [6].

Incineration:

Incineration is a thermal waste treatment method
with a controlled combustion process which has the
primary objective of volume reduction and energy
recovery from the waste stream where end products
comprise ash, heat, and combustion gases [7]. Energy
recovery is a key element of the non-hazardous waste
management hierarchy, which ranks variety of
management schemes from most to least environmentally
favoured. Confined and controlled burning (combustion)
canreduce the volume of solid waste destined for landfills,
in addition to recover energy from the waste burning
process. This creates a renewable energy source and
diminishes carbon emissions by offsetting the requisite
for energy from fossil sources and decreases methane
generation from landfills [ 8].

Recycling:

Recycling is the technique of collecting and
processing waste materials into novel products which has
the major benefit to the community and the environment.
Among various benefits of recycling, major advantages
are: it reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills and
incinerators, it increases economic security by tapping a
domestic source of materials and also it saves energy.
One of'the major concerns of waste management is the
existing levels of plastic usage and disposal which create
several environmental problems since the durability of
the polymers involved, large quantities ofplastics wastes
are accumulating as garbage in landfills and in natural
habitats worldwide. Recycling is one of the most
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imperative actions accessible to decrease these impacts
and signifies one of the most vibrant areas in the plastics
industry inthe recent times. Recycling offers opportunities
to diminish oil usage, carbon dioxide emissions and the
quantities of waste requiring disposal [9].

Conclusion:

Inadequately assembled or inappropriate
disposal of waste can have adverse impact on the
environment. To overcome environmental threats, solid
waste management is of utmost significance which
approaches solid waste in a comprehensive manner with
appropriate technology. Measures should be created on
local, national and global aspects to have proper
management of solid waste for accomplishing healthy
surroundings.
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The land sectors and forests in particular have
important role to play in both the post 2020 agreement
and the immediate actions necessary to avert catastrophic
climate change REDD (Reduce Emission from
Deforatations & Forest Degratation) as well as other
policy approaches such as joint Mitigation and adaptions
can contribute significantly to reduce emissions and sup-
port sustainable development, build resilient livehoods and
safeguard biodiversity and ecological services.

The conference negotiated the Paris Agreement,
a global agreement on the reduction of climate change,
the text of which represented a consensus of'the represen-
tatives of the 196 attending parties. the agreement was
due to enter into force when joined by at least 55 coun-
tries which together represented at least 55 percent of
global greenhouse gas emmissions, a target reached on 4
Nov, 2016. On 22 April, 2016 (Earth day) 174 coun-
tries signed the agreement in New York, and began adopt-
ing it within their own legal systems (through ratification
acceptance, approval, or accession).

According to the organizing committee at the
outset of the talks, the expected key result was an agree-
ment to set a goal of limiting global warming to well be-
low 2°c compared to pre-industrial levels. The agree-
ment calls for Zero net anthropogenic greehouse gas
emissions to be reached during the second half of'the
21 century.

In the adopted version of the paris agreement,
the parties will also “pursue efforts” to limit the tempera-
ture increase to 1.5°C the 1.5°C goal will require zero
emissions sometimes between 2030 and 2050 accord-
ing to some scientists.

Prior to the conference, 146 National climate
panels publicly presented a draft of national climate
contrbution (called “ Intended Nationally Determined
contributions, INDC). These suggested commitments
were estimated to limit global warming to 2.7°C by 2100.

The agreement establishes a global stocktake” which
revisits national goal to update and enhance them every
five years beginning 2023. However, no detailed time-
table or country-specific goals for emissions were in-
corporated into the paris agreement as opposed to the
previous Kyoto Protocol.

The overarching of the conventions is to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to limit the global tempera-
ture increase. Since COP17 this increase is set at 2°C
(3.6°F) above pre-industrial levels. However, christiana
Figurres acknoledged in the closing briefing at the 2012
Doha conference. The current pledges understand the
second commiment period of the Kyoto Protocol are
clearly not enough to guarantee that the temperature
will stay below 2°C and there is an ever increasing gap
between the action of countries.

During previous climate negotiations,countries
agreed to outline actions they intended to take within a
global agreement, by 1 October 2015. These commit-
ment are known as Intended Nationally Determined con-
tributions or INDCs. Together the INDCs would re-
duce global warming from an estimated 4°5°C (by 2100)
to 2.7°C and reduce emissions per capita by 3%
by2030, while providing hope in the eyes of the confer-
ence organizers for further reductions in the furture that
would allow a 2°C target.

On 12 December 2015, the participating 196
countries agreed by consensus, to the final global pact,
the paris Agreement to reduce emissions as part ofthe
methods for reducing green house gas. In the Course of
the debates, island states of the Pacific the Seychelles,
but also the Philippines, their very existence threatened
by sea level rise, had strongly voted for setting a goal of
1.5°C instead of only 2°C. France’s Foreign Minister,
Laurent Fabius said this “ambitious and balanced” plan
was an historic turming point in the goal of reducing
global warming. m
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Wild Fire
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From Forests to desert, wild fires affect air quality, vegetation, human and animal
habitats and climate around the world. Fire managers and researchers are finding ways to
use NASA data to battle fires and measure their effects.

Ash and smoke :

Burning fires produce both ash, which falls to the ground like snow and some can
also get caught up in winds and smoke. These get into the atmosphere and can travel long
distances impacting air quality regularly.

Fire management and prescribed Burns / Fires :

Fire management entails the planning before an event with the goal of preventing
fires from starting, the monitoring of'a fire helps to keeping it under control, pescribed
burns reduces major vegetation loss and helps the endangered species to recover.

Forest Fire Science :

Forest Fire Science entails understanding how a fire starts - what contributes to
the fire and how the fire might impact future earth processes. Understanding climatological
changes is important to understand how these changes may contribute to fires in the
future.
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Burned but not forgotten : Decades after a fire, high-
elevation forests still shape the climate.

Wildfires are unplaned fires that start in forests
or wild land areas. There are numerous post- fire
impacts, including an increase in air pollution and less
infiltration of precipitation, contributing to flood hazards
even long after the burn.

Australian Bushfire :

The gradual drying of the Australian continent
over the last 15 million years has produced an environment
prone to fire, which has resulted in many specialised
adaptations amongst flora and fauna. Some of the
country’s flora has envolved to rely on bushfires for
reproduction. Aboriginal Australians used fire to clear
grasslands for hunting and clear tracks through dense
vegetation, and European settlers had to adapt to wild
fire to enhance agriculture and forest management since
the 19th century. Fire and forest management has
envolved again through the 20th and 2 1st centuries with
the spread of national parks and nature reserves. Overall
global warming is predicted to contribute in increasing
the frequency ofblazes. The extreme bush fire that blazed
across Southeastern Australian in the 2019 and early
2020 released 715 million forms of carbon dioxide into

the air- more than double the emissions previously
estimated from satellite data, according to an analysis
published today in nature.

Dzuko Valley Forest Fire :

The two long forest fire in Dzuko valley in
Nagaland, Manipur border has been doused. The
Dzukou valley popularly known as the valley of flower
is located at the border of Nagaland and Manipur. There
are no human habitation within the forest, it is covered
with bamboo and other grass species. The valley is a
source of conflict between local tribes and the state
government of Manipur/Nagaland . It is home to the
Agami people. The forest is home to ‘vulnerable’ (as
per the IUCN Red list) birds - Blyth’s Tragopan
(Nagaland’s state bird) the Rufous necked Hornbill and
the Dark rumped swiff, among many others endanged
western Hoolock Gibbons are also found. Wlildfire can
be incited by human actions, such as land clearing,
extreme drought or in rare cases by lightning. Globally,
forest fires release billions of tons of CO, into the
atmosphere, while hundreds ofthousands of people are
believed to die due to illnesses caused by forest fires.m
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Struggle for a Better World

(A random reflection on “A World to Build: New Paths toward Twenty-First Century Socialism”, Marta
Harnecker(1937-2019), Monthly Review Press, 2015)

Capitalism derives its energy from people’s greed
for profit. So, to grow, it has to ignite people’s greed. It
has brought about tremendous advances in technology
and productive capacity, but the wealth it produces
eventually goes to the super-rich. Its growth is
accompanied by increasing exploitation. It is growing with
an unprecedented concentration of wealth, growth
accompanied by huge joblessness, tremendous pressure
on the public welfare measures ofthe governments of
different countries. The neo-liberal economy, the modern
incarnation of capitalism, has pauperized many
developing countries. Socialism is a system based on
the principle of people’s collective ownership over the
means of production and wealth. It advocates equitable
distribution of wealth and the removal of exploitation of
man by man. The socialist systems in the erstwhile USSR
and the East European nations brought about remarkable
progress in technology, health, education, sports, social
security and other public welfare measures. Nevertheless,
the socialist system in these countries could not survive
due to some serious mistakes. So, the question pertinent
to the present-day world is not whether we should accept
socialism as an alternative to capitalism, as humanity will
not survive without socialism, but, whether we can build
a modern model of socialist system free from earlier
weaknesses and errors.

Marta Harnecker (1937-2019) was a prominent
socialist thinker, who made serious observations on the
new socialist experiments, called “21st-century
socialism”, in Latin American countries. She is one of
the important voices who are actively associated with
the new upsurge in these countries for a better world.
She served as an advisor to former Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez administration and authored more than
eighty books and monographs. “A World to Build” is
one of Harnecker’s important books, where she roamed
over the broad canvas of Latin American countries as a
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socialist theoretician, painted the dreams of millions of
people to build a better socialist world, discussed the
hurdles and challenges faced by these countries and
explained the problems and errors of the erstwhile socialist
models.

According to Harnecker, some countries like
Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina are trying to accommodate
people’s welfare measures within the neo-liberal system
and some countries like Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador and
Nicaragua are trying to replace neo-liberalism and are
walking in an alternative path. The writer made it clear at
the beginning of the book, “Tuse the label “left” to refer
to the set of forces that struggle to build alternative to the
exploitative and oppressive capitalist system and its logic
of profit” (page 50).

Harnecker strongly believes that the alternative
to capitalismis the “21st-century socialism” which, in the
words of Hugo Chavez, “should not fall into the errors of
the past”. She believes that 21st-century socialism must
be based on people’s participation in every sphere of
life; it must encourage people’s protagonism, it must bring
economic development and transformations, it must be
based on love, solidarity and equality between women
and men, everybody. Quoting Marx she wrote that the
21st-century socialist society must develop as an
“association in which the free development ofeach is the
condition for the free development of all”.

To describe the problem of excessive
centralization of power and its consequences in some of
the erstwhile socialist countries, Harnecker cited the
Venezuelan intellectual, Alfredo Maneiro, who had
illustrated the problem as,

“Suppose a community wants a pedestrian bridge.
They would raise the demand, would organize movement
and fight for it and suppose, finally they have managed to
get the bridge. But it is not popular protagonism; it is
state paternalism which turns people into beggars.”
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Harnecker wrote, “I believe state paternalism tends to
turn people into beggars. We must move froma culture
in which citizens beg to the state to solve the problems
to a culture, where citizens make decisions and through
struggles get results; where citizens implement, control
and manage things themselves, where citizens govern
themselves” (page 69). Supporting the Cuban researcher
Dario Machad, she wrote that one of the important
reasons for the failure of the Soviet Union was that the
workers there had never felt themselves to be the owner
of the means of production and services. Harnecker
believes that decentralization is the best way to combat
the bureaucratic deformation of the state. She was
however very careful in her deliberation by stating,
“However, the decentralization must be a part of the
national whole. It must be imbued with a spirit of solidarity,
a socialist decentralization”.

In her book, The World to Build, Harnecker
made an immense effort to convince the readers that
corruption is also an evil consequence of excessive
centralization and bureaucratic deformation of the state.
As aresult of this, the political future ofthe leaders and
civil servants does not depend on the people, whom they
should serve, but on their superiors. The leaders or civil
servants would become inclined to satisfy the demands
of'their superiors than to respond to the people’s needs
and aspirations. “To control such deformation,” she
wrote, “it is necessary for a left party to be controlled
from below and to subject to public criticism”.

She quoted the speech given by Cuban leader
Fidel Castro to make her point clear (page 80) where
Castro had asked the people to imagine a baker’s shop
on the street supplying bread to all who had lived there.
Suppose there is an administrative apparatus that controls
the baker’s shop from above. How could such an
administrative apparatus, which is not affected by the
poor services of the baker’s shop, check corruption and
absenteeism, ascertain good quality food and hygiene,
why would it bother about the production problems ?.
The good quality service of the bakery shop could be
maintained only when it is controlled by the masses, that
are directly affected by all these. The masses affected
by all these can’t become corrupt.

Harnecker however is not unaware of the
objective reality of the present-day world, the obstacles
to 21st-century socialism. Neo-liberalism’s growing clout
over our democratic institutions and media and the
mherited cultural baggage of the consumerist society have

given us “less room to move”. However, she believes
that people would learn to overcome these hurdles in
the process of transformation through our struggle
towards 21st-century socialism. She quoted Rosa
Luxemburg, “Modern proletarian class does not conduct
its struggle according to any blueprint reproduced in a
book or a theory; modern worker’s struggle is a part of
history, a part of social evolution, and we learn how we
should fight in the midst of history, in the midst of an
evolution, in the midst of the struggle.” (page 177)

Despite all these obstacles, Harnecker
expressed unbound optimism for 21st-century socialism.
She has observed that the democratic governments in
Latin American countries have opened up spaces for
people’s empowerment. She also pointed out some
changes in the correlation of international forces,
favourable to 21st-century socialism. She wrote, “The
US government no longer has the same freedom it once
had to manoeuvre in our continent”. The countries in
Latin America have started to learn to stand on their
own feet. They have built multinational financial entities
that could act as an alternative to IMF and other credit-
granting institutions controlled by industrialized countries.
They have built an ALBA bank alternative to US-led
FTAA. China has become one of the major trading
partners of the region. The world is slowly drifting
towards multipolarity.

In the conclusion of this well-written book,
Harnecker made a very important comment,

“We need a left that begins to realize that being
radical does not consist of raising the most radical slogans
or in carrying out the most radical actions- which only a
few agree and which scare off the majority- but is instead
about being capable of creating spaces for bringing
together the broadest possible sectors where minds can
meet and join in the struggle. Realizing that there are many
ofus who are in the same struggle is what makes us strong;
it is what radicalizes us” (page 194).

A struggle for a better socialist world is one of
the most difficult challenges, ideologically as well as
economically, the modern-day people have to overcome.
The current crisis in the Latin American countries,
including Venezuela, reveals the gravity of these
challenges. People participating in this struggle must
expose the ills of neoliberalism and at the same time
must also be capable of projecting convincingly a better
and acceptable model of'socialist governance which can
become an alternative to neo-liberalism.
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India and Crime Against Women

Safety of women in India has become a major
issue right now. The crime rate against women in the
country has risen to a great extent. Women think twice
before stepping out of their homes, especially at night.
This is the sad reality of our country where women live in
constant fear.

Women in India have been given equal rights as
men. They contribute to the growth and development of
our country, still they are living in fear. Women are now
in respectable positions but still they are facing
exploitation. This is the reality behind the curtains. Each
day we read about horrific crimes committed against
women in our country like it is the norm.

Even today, many women are considered to be
involved in witchcraft which is the use of magic or
supernatural powers, usually to cause harm and
misfortune to others.

One of the few women who protested against
the witchcraft is Birubala Rabha. Birubala Rabha is an
Indian actitist who campaigns against witch hunting in
Goalpara, Assam. She runs an organisation called
‘Mission Birubala’ which spreads awareness against
witch hunting. She was instrumental in the Assam
Government passing the ‘Assam Witch Hunting
(Prohibition, Prevention and Protection) ACT, 2015°.
The Government of India awarded her the fourth highest
civilian honour of the Padma Shri, in 2021, for her
constributions in the field of social work.

Rape is another most common crime against
women in India. According to the 2019 annual report of
the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), 32,033
rape cases were registered across the country, on an
average of 88 cases recorded daily, slightly lower than
2018 which was 91 cases daily. Of these 30, 165 rapes
were committed by perpetrators known to the victim
(94.2% of cases), a high number similar to 2018. The
share of victims who were minors or below 18 the legal

Amrita Ray
First Semester, Geography Department

age of consent stood at 15.4%, down from 27.8% in
2018. On the other hand, rape committed by juveniles
remained high in India with 3 minors being arrested for
rape, assault and attempted violence on women and girls
each day in 2019 . The state of Rajashthan reported the
highest number ofrape cases across India in 2020, with
5,310 cases followed by Uttar Pradesh with 2,769 cases.
Overall the country reported 28,046 cases of rape that
year.

These are creating a big problem in the society
especially for girls. Education is the only solution to this
problem. m
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Population Explosion:

Root Cause of All Problems

Introduction:

Population explosion is a problem which is faced
by the country at an alarming state. The way at which
the population of the country is increasing is a cause of
concern and so the causes of population explosion are:
High birth rate which cause by the universal marriage
system. Early marriage where the average age of
marriage is extremely low as compared to other countries
of'the world. Illiteracy is a problem which is facing the
country and the low literacy rates leads to a traditional,
superstitious and ignorant population.

Poverty is another issue which faces the country
and needs to be solved. Poor people are illiterate and
see a child as a “gift of God” which indirectly leads to
population explosion. Tropical climate ofthe country leads
to girls and boys attaining puberty at an early age which
is also one ofthe reason of a huge population. The joint
family system also leads to a division of socio-economic
responsibilities among everyone in the family which leads
to women are given a low status in the society and are
seen as a person for cooking and begetting and are not
free to speak up for their rights.

Along with this the decreasing death rate is also
one of the reasons for population explosion.
India’spopulation has already crossed the billion marks.
Thus, the country having only on 2.4 percent of
global area has come to hold 16 percent of global
population.

Its current annual increase at 16 million is the
highest in the world. Soon, we may achieve the dubious
distinction of becoming the most populous country in
the world. The debate about population explosion in India
is now over half a century old. It required a new
perspective when the 2000 National Population Policy
(NPP) was drafted.

Rashmi Hazarika
Assistant Professor, Geography Department

The main causes ofbig size and high growth of population
can be broadly categorized into social and economic
causes which are as below:

Social Causes:

1. Marriage is the almost inevitable among men and
women;

2. Motherhood is nearly universal among married
women;

3. The custom of early marriage followed since
many centuries has facilitated a wider range of
reproductive period;

4. The Net Productive Rate (NPR) is greater than
one, which means that women replace themselves
by giving birth to more than one daughter which
leads to constant rise in birth rate;

5. Wide-spread illiteracy among people, especially
women is also a major contributor. It has been
proved that there is a direct relation between
illiteracy and fertility;

6. Superstitious beliefand myths that a male child
is a must for salvation, social security and
continuation of the family tree; and

7. Misconceptions that the use of birth control
measures leads to disease, defects or general
weakness.

Economic Causes:

1. Children’s are considered to be an asset not a
liability by the poor who look at them as source
of income;

2. Statistics also prove that the cost-benefit ratio
for a child is favourable to the poor;

3. Lack of proper medical facilities and high
mortality rate of infants to want more children;
and
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4. There isalso total lack of economic security for
widows and elderly people which makes people
go for children as economic security.

There are other reasons which cannot be
classified as either social or economic reasons like lack
of proper family planning techniques and facilities, high
birth rate and low death rate. Overpopulation has far-
reaching consequences on every aspect of life of a
country. These consequences will have to be studied in
length before we can find appropriate measures to stem
the root. Overpopulation not only leads to but also
perpetuates poverty.

The high rate of growth of population means
continuing additional burden on the nation’s resource. It
is only due to unfavourable demographic factors that
poor countries remain in perpetual poverty. But as the
overpopulated countries need consumer goods in large
quantities to satisfy peoples wants it becomes difficult
for them to employ their resources for the producing
‘producer’ goods and thus they remain under the vicious
circle of poverty. Another drawback of population
explosion is that it makes all plans made for development
of the country go haywire. Our own country created an
autonomous planning commission and started a series
of Five-Year Plans from the year 1951-51.

But we have not been able to bring rapid
development because our population which was 36.1
crore in 1951 has grown about three times today at
approx. 108 crore. Naturally any development plan made
for one person cannot be adequate for three. The age
composition of our population is also not favourable. If
we take into account the unemployment disguised
unemployment and quasiunemployment into factor this
would present a gloomier picture of our economy.
Problems:

The large size of population also has an adverse
impact onour natural resources. Coal, petroleum, natural
gas, minerals and forest are being excessively used to
set up more industries to manufacture various
consumable articles to satisfy ever-increasing wants. As
these resources are limited and exhaustible, they have
been dwindling so drastically that soon they would
exhaust completely. Forest are being cleared to bring
more land under cultivation to provide food for increasing
population and to make more settlements for their living.

Burning of fossil fuels in factories, vehicles and
households has created another menace of
environmental pollution. Injudicious use of water
resources like rivers like, ponds, wells, streams and even
oceans has caused water pollution.

Many diseases have arisen to afflict human beings
and affect vegetation as it is, the deforestation is likely
to continue unabated which would further aggravate the
problem. Yet another problem is the migration of rural
people to urban areas in search of better earning
opportunities. The statistics show an alarming increase
of'57% from 34% after independence. The crowing of
urban localities demands more infrastructure, civic
services, transport, health, sanitation and educational
facilities providing which is not only a challenging task
but also means an additional burden on the already
inadequate economic resources.

Conclusion:

As the stabilization of population is the most
significant task ahead of us, stringent measures are
required in this direction. Some countries have sought
to enforce legal remedies for this chronic malady. For
example, China has applied the one child norm lay law.
Some Indian states have (Assam) barred candidates
having more than two children from any election. Such
strict measures may work but their side effects may
outweigh their benefit to society and country.

We need to address the problem of over
population in the broader sense and in a socially
controlled way. This can be done by creating awareness
among people and providing them the required means.
India’s population has already crossed the billion marks.
Thus, the country having only on 2.4 percent of globes
area has come to hold 16 percent of global population.
Its current annual increase at 16 million is the highest in
the world. The problem of overpopulation in India is
mainly associated in BIMARU states of Northern India.
BIMARU stands for Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh. Soon we may achieve the dubious
distinction of becoming the most populous country in
the world. The debate about population explosion in
India is now over half a century old. It acquired a new
perspective when the 2000 National Population Policy
(NPP) was drafted. ®
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Artificial Intelligence

Man is blessed with the power to think and react.
Possessing the intelligence and ability to respond is
different fromanimals. Intelligence is the ability of learning,
reasoning and problem solving capacity. When the same
functions are being carried out with the coordination of
machines, this is termed as Artificial Intelligence (Al).

In the year 1956, American Computer Scientist
John Mccarthy organised the Dartmouth conference in
Handover, United States, at which the term ‘Artificial
Intelligence’ was first adopted. Therefore, John Mccarthy
isregarded as the father of Al. But achieving an artificially
intelligent being was not so simple. After several reports
criticizing progress in Al, government funding and interest
in the field dropped for a period from 1974-80. This
period was named as ‘Al winter’.

Nowadays, Artificial Intelligence is an umbrella
which encompasses everything from robotic process,
automation to actual robotics. Recently it has become
widely popular and gained prominence due to its
multifaceted applications ranging from healthcare to
military devices. Perhaps the most popular use of Al
comes in the form of digital smart assistance such as Siri,
Alexa and Google Assistant. These Al powered personal
assistance are capable of our voice commands and
translating them into actions.

Karna Das
Third Semester, Physics Department

From driverless car like Tesla, Waymo, Pony. ai
etc. to voice devices in homes, artificial Intelligence has
progressed rapidly and is no longer just a concept from
sci-fi movies and books. According to a research by
scientists at the University of Oxford artificial intelligence
will be better than humans at translating language by 2024,
writing school essays by 2026, selling goods by 2031,
write a best-selling book by 2049 and conduct surgeries
by 2053. In the next few years, Al will become an integral
part of our lives reaching the level of super intelligent
machines to exceed human intellectual competencies.

The way we are going to implement Al in our
lives is going to decide whether it will be a privilege or
disadvantage. If this technology is used with negative
mindset, it would destroy mankind too. Developing any
technology does not mean that we should stop working.
But if we forget the same, then we will be left with more
disappointment. Every technology has its positive as well
as negative impact and so does artificial intelligence.
Former President of Google, China and Al expert Kai-
Fu Leesaid :

“I believe Al is going to change the world more
than anything in the history of mankind. More than
electricity.” m
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On 5"October 2021, the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences has decided to award the Nobel
Prize in Physics 202 1for ground breaking contributions
to our understanding of complex physical systems with
one half jointly to Syukuro Manabe from Princeton
University, USA and Klaus Hasselmann from Max Planck
Institute for Meteorology, Hamburg, Germany for the
physical modelling of Earth’sclimate, quantifying variability
and reliably predicting global warming and the other half
to Giorgio Parisi from Sapienza University of Rome,
Italyfor the discovery of the interplay of disorderand
fluctuations in physical systems from atomic to planetary
scales.

Syukuro Manabe, Senior Meteorologist at
Princeton University has been recognized for
demonstrating how increased level of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere lead to increased temperatures at the
surface of'the Earth. This finally led to the foundations
for current climate models. About a decade later, Klaus
Hasselmann, created a model that linked weather and
climate, helping to explain why climate models can be
reliable, despite the chaotic nature of the weather. He
also developed ways to look for specific signs of human
influence on the climate.

Giorgio Parisi, Professor at Sapienza University
of Rome, built a deep physical and mathematical model.
It made possible to understand complex systems in fields
such mathematics, biology, neuroscienceand machine
learning. After the announcement, Parisi said that it is
very urgent that we take very strong decisions and move

e,

Nobel Prize in Physics, 2021: The Glory

Selim Ahmed
First semester,
Physics Department

at a very strong pace in tackling climate change. He also
said that it is clear for future generation that we have to
act now.

Thors Hans Hansson, Chair of the Nobel
committee for physics in a statement said, “The discovery
recognized this year demonstrate our knowledge about
the climate rests on a social scientific foundation, based
on a rigorous analysis of observations”. This year’s
Laureates have all contributed to us gaining deeper insight
into the properties and evolution of ‘complex physical
systems’.

When the Focus Shifted Towards Climate Change?

The year 1980 marked a sharp increase in global
temperatures. Many experts point to 1988 as a critical
turning point when watershed events placed global
warming in the spot light. The summer of 1988 was the
hottest onrecord (although many since then have been
hotter). 1988 also saw wide spread and wildfires.One
year later, in 1989, the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) was established under the
United Nations (UN) to provide a scientific view of
climate change and its political and economic impacts.
The Paris Climate Agreement, in 2015 was signed by
197 countries who pledged to set targets for their own
greenhouse gas act and to report their progress. The
backbone of the Paris Climate Agreement was a
declaration to prevent a global temperature rise of 2
degrees (3.6 degrees F). &
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Self Reproduction of Xenobots
- A New Bridge

Anaruz Zaman
Third Semester
Physics Department

Artificial Intelligence has come a longway to ex-
plore the possibilities hidden in the world of robots. If
has enabled robots to walk swim and communicate and
now theyare even to replicate themselves. New research
shows that living robots can biologically reproduce them-
selves in a unique way. The US scientist who created the
first living robots named the life forms know as Xenobots.

The results of the new research were published
on November 29, 2021 in the proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Science. The way xenobots can now
reproduce is not seen in plant and animals. It is formed
from the stem cell of the African clawed frog (Xenopur
laevis) from which it takes it names. Xenobots are less
than a millimetre (0.04 inches) wide. The tiny blobs were
first unveiled in 2020 after experiment, which showed
that they covld move, work together in group and self
heal. Now the scientists who developed them at univer-
sity of Vermont, Tufts university and Harvard university's

Wyss Institute for Biologically Inspired Engineering said
that they have discovered an entirely new form of bio-
logical reproduction different from animal or plant known
to scientific world. The Biology professor Michal Levin
was astounded by it and he was the co-lead author of
the new research.

Frogs have a way of reproducing that they nor-
mally use. But, when you liberate the cell from the rest of
the embryo and you give them a chance to figure out
how to be in a new environment, not only do they figure
out anew away to move but they also figure out appar-
ently new way to reproduce.

This research has opened up a million possibili-
ties in the field of Artificial intelligence. I personally feel
that in the upcoming times, this research will be the bridge
between the Artificial intelligence and Biology:. It's just a
beginning and hopefully there's lot more to come. m
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James Webb Space

It is time for celebrations as the largest telescope
ever built by humans “JAMES WEBB SPACE
TELESCOPE” (JWST) is finally on 25" December
2021

The JWST observatory is the largest and most
complex Telescope ever sent into orbit.

It is basically a joint project of “NASA”, The
European Space Agency an the Canadian Space Agency.
The JWST is the most ambitions, complex and expensive
telescope ever built and it is designed by “THE
NORTHROP GRUMMAN ENGINEERS”. It is the
most powerful time machine that will take us back to
our origins, observe some of the oldest galaxies in our
universe, image new planets forming around other solar
systems, and even probe the planets of our solar system.

In addition, It will shed light on source of the
most exciting mysteries of our Universe. This exploration
powerhouse ofan engineering marvel will look back in
time and will explore the first galaxies that were formed
after the BIG-BANG, to peer into atmospheres of
planets orbiting the stats. It will also work as our eye
piece to the unknown and unimagined. As we know
that primary mirror is the heart of any Telescope and
when it comes to WEBB, the Primary mirror comprises

Telescope

Sheikh Moniruz Zaman
Third Semester, Physis Department

of 18 hexagonal mirror
segments, making its
handing even more
intricate. This will capture
the cosmic wonders in deep
space. Precisely being
placed at the Sun Earth L2
lagrange point, means that
it extremely cold there,
along with no traces of air.

Since every launch
requires meticulous planning
and preparation, but for the
WEBB, the process began

25 years ago in 1996, that too with a budget of 500
million.

Space scientists and engineers initially planned it
to lunched in 2007, but it was continously plagued by
management problems, technical challenges, budget
overruns, which eventually led to many scheduled delays.

In 2005, it even underwent a significant redesign.
Afterward its launch was planned for March 2020, but
the pandemic struck and caused major setbacks. And
then finally 2021, December, the JWST was ready to be
launched.

Once it is launched, it set itself on its most crucial
29 days on edge. JWST could fail. So, the four weeks
after the launch was the most nail-biting period of the
mission. WEBB will have two major task to complete
daring this period-

Deploying it’s giant sun shield and

Unfolding it’s primary mirrors.

It is be the beginning of'a new era of astronomy:.

WEBB is an outcome of the thousand of our
scientists, engineers and others who have worked day
and night to make it a reality. For some working on
WEBB, they say that it is almost similar to raising a
child. m
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The Scientific Legacy of The Apollo Program :
The History

In 1961, at the height of cold war between the
United States and the Soviet Union, Cosmonaut Yuri
Gagarin became the first man in space. Just a week, later
United States launched its first astronaut, Alan Shepard.

NASA, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration launched its third United States human
spaceflight program, known as the Project Apollo. It
succeeded in preparing and landing the first human on
the Moon from 1968 to 1972.

The Apollo program was rocked by the tragic
death of Apollo-1 astronauts Gus Grissom, Ed. H. White
and Roger Chaffee during a launch rehearsal test. But it
had recovered with the brilliant success of Apollo-7 which
was the crewed flight in the NASA’s Apollo program.

In 1968, after seven years of intense research
and development, NASA sent three astronauts into lunar
orbit. Apollo-8 flew within 69 miles of moon’s surface
but crossing that final gap would be the greatest challenge
ofthe Apollo program. The NASA  Scientists
discovered that the moon has a highly uneven pull on a
spacecraft. Scientists then designed Apllo-10 which was
released for the first landing attempt. The Apllo-10 crew
was Commander Thomas Stafford, command module
pilot John Young and lunar module pilot Gene Cernan,
they were the most experienced crew ever sent into space.

Apollo-11 was commanded by Neil Armstrong
who was a brilliant engineer and test pilot, the lunar

Rupam Koch
Fifth Semester, Physics Department

module pilot was Buzz Aldrin and command module pilot
Michael Collins.

On 15th July 1969 almost a million people
gathered at Kennedy Space Centre to watch three
astronauts fly to the moon. Four days later on 20th July
Armstrong and Aldrin climbed into their lunar module.
They undocked and began their descent to the lunar
surface.

Back on earth in Houston Texas, the staff of
mission control watched and monitored every system in
the spacecraft and guided the astronauts through the
complex flight plan, and the success of the mission was
on the shoulders 0f26 year old guidance officer, Steve
Bales.

As around 600 miles people watched from earth,
Armstrong took his first steps on the lunar surface. The
precisely choreographed moonwalls had taken two years
to plan.

For two hours and forty minutes, Aldrin and Armstrong
gathered rock samples, set up scientific experiments and
took photographs.

The Apollo-11 crew returned home on 24th July
as heroes, their names now amongst those ofthe greatest
explorers in history. m
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Nobel Prize in Chemistry, 2021

Aloka Rabha
First Semester, Chemistry Department

The Nobel Prize in chemistry, 2021 was awarded jointly to Benjamin List and David W.C.
MacMilan for the development of a precise new tool for molecular construction, Organo-catalysis.
This has a great impact on pharmaceutical research and has made chemistry green.

There were, in principal just two types of catalysts : metals and enzymes. In 2000, Benjamin
and David, independently developed a third type of catalysis : asymmetric organo-catalysis and it
buids upon small organic molecules.

Organic catalysts can be used to drive multitudes of chemical reactions. Using these reactions,
researcher can now more efficiently construct anything from new pharmaceuticals to molecules that
can capture light in solar cells. These are also both environment friendly and cheap to produce.

In this way, organo-catalysts are bringing the greatest benefit to humankind. m
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Role of Chemistry
in Modern World

Chemistry plays a very important role towards
the development of the modern world. Various
discoveries and inventions were also made which made
life easier. One of the top and best invention is Penicillin.

Penicillins are a group of antibacterial drugs that
attack wide range ofbacteria. Invention and manufacture
ofPenicillins have changed the faces ofmedicine, as these
drugs have saved millions of lives. It is used to treat certain
infections caused by bacteria such as pneumonia and
other respiratory tract infections.

Application of chemistry is everywhere, even
forensic scientists use chemical methods to analyze blood
and other evidence and has become a rapidly growing
area of applied chemistry. In addition, chemistry also
helps in the development of more effective drugs to treat
diseases such as cancer, AIDS, arthritis and also has big
contribution towards the development of nanotechnology,

Anusuya Dey
Chemistry Department

which is a rapidly expanding field in this modern world,
where scientist and engineers are having great success in
making materials at nanoscale. Benefits of
nanotechnology are everywhere but it has mostly
contributed in the treatment of cancer, by delivering
chemotherapy drugs to specific cells such as cancer cells.
Moreover, in present time chemistry is highly contributing
towards the global pandemic COVID-19, where it plays
a keyrole in understanding everything from the structure
of pathogen to solution of vaccines and therapies. Here
biochemistry also plays an important role to reveal the
structure and mode of action of virus. Similarly biomaterial
chemistry also helps in development ofbetter products
for preventive measures and computational chemistry also
helps in identifying chemical compounds that can fight
against this virus. Likewise, chemistry plays an important
role towards the development of modern world. m
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Introduction:

The library plays a crucial role in our society it is
an important component of any educational institution,
which is hub ofthe teaching, and learning activities where
students, researchers and teachers explore the vast
resources of information. In the age of information &
communication technology(ICT), computers are being
used for day-to-day activities of the library which saves
the time of'the end users, and library professional also
and at the same time avoid duplication of work and make
the library service smooth and effective. In the age of
ICT library scenario has been drastically changed in terms
of collection, organization and services. Simultaneously,
user’s demands and attitudes have changed in its kinds.
Also the information seeking behavior of user has
dynamically changed. They want relevant, authentic
information very quickly in a single place. This concept
has posed challenges for library professionals for quick
delivery of library services and information. This
development in library field has brought the idea of
Library Automation.

Concept and Meaning of Library Automation:

The word “automation’ has been derived from
Greek word “automose” in which means something,
which has power of spontaneous motion or self-
movement.

According to New Encyclopedia Britannica “The
term automation is used in automatic manufacturing,
control system, computing machinery or equipment that
reduces the participation of human labour in production
or services”.

“Any work which has been done with help of
automatic machine like computer without any human
interface is called automation. The biggest benefit of

Library Automation and Goalpara College Library

Shikha Basak
Librarian

automation is that it saves labour, however, it is also used
to save energy and materials and to improve quality,
accuracy and precision.

Library Automation:

The Phenomena of mechanization of traditional
library activities, such as acquisition, serial control,
cataloguing, circulation control etc., was called library
automation.

Library automation is the general term for
Information communication technologies that are used
to replace manual system in the library.

Library Automationrefers to the use of computer
to keep track ofall the books that are issued, returned and
added in the library. Library Automation is another name
of library management system. It is a user friendly system. It
is created to ensure the proper management ofbooks ina
library. It makes issue and returning process easy. It provides
the search function which helps the students in searching of
any book in the library.

Need and Objectives of Library Automation:

Information explosion has resulted in the
production of a large amount ofliteratures in every field
of knowledge. Accordingly the print documents are
coming to the library in huge numbers which is not possible
for a library to manage the collection manually. Now a
days no user has time to search the required and relevant
information from the dense heap ofinformation collection.
They have no time to go stay by stay to pick up a book.
The various factors that necessitated changing a manually
operated library system an automated library system are
as follows.
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* Recording keeping activities of library can be done
effectively in automated environment.

* Issue, return and renewal of books can be performed
quickly and searching of documents through Online
Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) which is a powerful
tool of library automation.

« It will be cost effective.

Software:

The success of library automation mostly depends upon
the nature ofthe software used for the purpose. Therefore,
selection of good library software is one of the most
important functions oflibrary automation programme.
Every software has its own advantages and
disadvantages. But it should be selected keeping in mind
the need of'the organization.

Goalpara College Library

Goalpara College was established in the year of 1955.
The central library of Goalpara College, the Goalpara
College Library with its open access system and spacious
reading area provides an atmosphere conductive to the
excitement of mental discovery. The library strength of
36000 books, 09 numbers of national and local daily

newspapers with a number of printed journals, magazines
and CDs.

The College library is started its automation in the year
0f2004. The library is automated with the Integrated
Library Management System (ILMS) SOUL 2.0 of
INFLIBNET Centre which is user friendly and designed
to take care of all the administrative and management
functions of the Library. Now, we are using SOUL
2.0.0.14 version. Two numbers of clients are dedicated
for OPAC. We are also using Barcode technology for
issue and return of books.

Conclusion:

Library Automation has become the buzz word
in library profession and has become a bare necessity
for any library . An automated library can provide better
library services to their users and can maintain the library
more properly which a manual library can’t do. The
record keeping activities and various report generation
becomes very easy in an automated library system. But
the success of any library automation programme
depends upon its proper planning and execution. Hence,
library professionals need to take right initiatives and in
the right direction. =
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Agnes Baden Powell

If people are asked to name the most inspira-
tional woman of'the last 100 years, most people will tell
Agnes Baden Powell. Agnes Smyth Baden Powell was
the younger sister of Robert Baden Powell who founded
Scouting and Guiding, and was most noted for her work
in establishing the girl guide movement as a female coun-
terpart to her older brothers scouting movement. Agnes
was born in Paddington, London in 16 December 1858.
Her father, Reverend Baden Powell was the Savilian pro-
fessor of Geometry at the University of Oxford. Her
mother, Henrietta Grace Smyth was a gifted musician
and artist. When Agnes was only two years of age, the
Reverend Baden Powell died. To honour him after his
death, Agnes’s mother Henrietta added Baden to their
surname and that branch of the family has since been
known as Baden-Powell. In April 1901 Agnes became
engaged to Sir William Bisset Berry, the Speaker of'the
South African Parliament, but they did not marry.

Robert Baden-Powell organised a gathering of
Scouts at the Crystal Palace in London in 1909. Amongst
the many thousands of Boy Scouts gathered, there were

Afsana Rahman
Fifth Semester, Economics Department

several hundred girls present, registered as Scouts, and
also a small group of girls, dressed in Scout uniforms,
who had arrived late and gate-crashed the event without
tickets — but they got the publicity.

Robert Baden-Powell was persuaded to con-
sider setting up a separate organisation for the Girl Scouts,
and having been turned down by first aid societies, he
approached his sister, Agnes, who reluctantly agreed to
take on the organising of the new sister group, Girl
Guides.

By April 1910 there were 6,000 young gitls reg-
istered as Girl Guides. In 1912, Agnes brought about the
formation of the 1st Lone Company and was the de facto
president of The Girl Guide Association. Agnes published
a handbook for the girl guides named “The Handbook
for the Girl Guides or how girls can help to build up the
empire” in 1912.

In September 1916 the new County Commis-
sioners voted Olave into the new post of Chief Guide,
putting her in charge of Guiding. Agnes was offered the
honorary post of President which she reluctantly accepted.
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wiifel 2rRed - B3 A ......

TR - e Gifce #AiReRl @ SR S Rl
FIT02 SIS #1570 @iifeee | So, as individuals how
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ol Mggeld (A2 Stz womb, ovary, uterus and
breast | (IIF «Bl breast @ w12 | €l 7l AR |
32 9l @ A (I wife F, @ SN @S IS
(LTS To SN YCAI, 3B (R YR (Rl | (7R
AB! BT TS (9 7R (e, T %!
A W I {0, @ W G (IR 4|l
3RR) 4R €. (TEoiE 3. e oI ¢l ..... (21R)
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R @ ere AR AR 41w | 51T W2 e wibize
important WA RRF @ 1 I 7= 51 TR
FoiERe 29 o AR @d, CRREA I < sz |
W (2 WA @i @EE maintain 3R AR,
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T - Dedication.
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SlECoRI 2R g5 3 b1t i Sletaiia, cofeaz’te
W TS AT ofit (iRhive FA 29 #ifN, cofeare’e
unconditional love 23| Otherwise, it is conditional
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wifwel ZrRE - (12061 W HISeT 3l journey | 512 short (F
3R | 3% 9 @], W [Felel «awg fifk iRk
G3HIF €79 actually |
T ...... (Se17 ©if7) @bl 1202 (K Lesser being. Lesser
T (9791 79) & o1 96 @foqt .... | it Swizadt face
o ST | Y, AL (MR M@ | (ST (o[-
oA @ bR 2
9 -2 |
et 2R - NR IS (A0, RS TAIRITS! 3B, (RRFIE
... Sif&IfErz 3132 Travel IS, SIS (ol Aifege |
ﬂ?iﬂn—fﬁﬂtiwnﬁltﬂ?@wmwﬁﬁ gl
% yud REG (GIRIE WE ... (AN *7¥ F0F) S
NRENR... (1 20! .. T (61 =fE gt AR R,
R ©IF I2eTel O gemre iR % 47 39 | *i
3% @4 T (511 AW shore 2131, N4 62 [Wteraiz
(51 fAf¥9 prominence 2 | ©1F #iize € =% A |
SIS 37w @ BIRTE TS, A S 82 A 72
Gl GIRRIM ol #i wiifsl @& ... “oh my God!
AW | oG @ePEe @Rl WS, dAea AE @2
AR *ICG (e 72 (7R ..... (FFCAIE R)
sfegie (@@ (@[l e B ! emotion, gfil
! est Jjfeett (QRel It 51R) SIS #1919, W9 9l mind
R Gt e, GRRM we v 3R ek,
@2 (@ Sy fFe g S9SNl (912 @ =i |
e [RileTeld w23, seeite | aifers g &bt
W%, «& @& individual I Sfeg (202 (NHZ AT |
&% @il o141 identify 31 @2 il f6s g o |
i 3 3o e eIl =iifSl | (IRTGICE lesser being
o1 e R, Sif e 2xim w3 a1 230 less e e |
less it 39, being I Sf@w, 727 S 2 ST
o wfey o azerel O oo Sl (@feane
SR IR ARG | R (911 (SE T N2 IS
T20® | =TS 91 998 S | 2/ 9292 Emotion,
IR 2191z Sfl ATSFCB! decision #€ | “98 ©2
ofF 7% [T “9R, TS AW @ “ T 4T3 S
Melye” (2R) “9112 39 ©fF (M2 ..... AAE 17 GFv
SIEfAE 12 A | W SN IR @R SiEhie 02
REAERECEERE ISR A RECERC S H R I RIORCI R
O 77 G3ER PrAISEE @6 | ACFeF #{ (Floaie

(ARSI 203 5-33 37 / S uq



A€ | LA R R AJfRT® | 51t W2 (el wiew
e OIS Ffce, 72 ©F 2R e | 52 Sk @
1T W3R W2 I evil vfRe Gbre wfeny s,
CofSAZ e (1 AW (312 BIRAUBIE afF T2 711, cofei
& 2972 58 99 #lige W2 (9 teacher F 79 /e,
(o8 (NI G2RIFT w19 #if53 3411 | SR IS IO TS |
R #Aige RE @ GEREARS GRS 723 | T €@l
S [RSICA R 2131 712 AfSATEA, INFR 2R_RTZLARA
o, but s 2R S @1 =g [ fig 21 2
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2 SIE (A I | W =2

it cie cafeal «if vy 3112 et seetia
12 TSRO 5, (sfenl W2 Few (i TS
anchor $f (o112 i vfag 7 #iicat | {6 e
S[or% (I3 5F9 NfRre, that’s a devil, W2 AeRETS
{451 5f@ $ffeanl | So I was initially very worried,
then I came to know, oh! this is very easy, I have
to just establish myself. 43751 fow 1% | 75T, g
{3 | 32T AT O WA | GiR6! I @ s
cofe T GTFANER ©F FAe i | IR T2 S
(19 actual iz SreelfR | IFT mind G &g =iyl
s otz 1 2ol SfRce12 2% #iica, 2o SR i wiic,
sifer e action 3 @3 12 21 feent «fewt |
@R
okay ??
et - 9 GRRMA 1 S (e Bt e tarr SR ek
e w27, 5% SR o wifie il @ B
QRIF I (T eizet 3 witeice REneiRIF I sits! ez
e aizel Tl wigfie N2 AR, (ST @bl [
i (OIS, OF wEFIE 23 |
wiffeT 2rRge- absolutely yes. e 2z 3R (2,
fiers B! 379y, 2 bital G261 F9U tHferel GiRfaee,
IR (T COINIETIg Seerere NS, (@ 7oy e
Tzre RRE SRefe 3 S 52 @2 Y2Ee S I
Wi | sifers GERE (9 @d- (@@, O F0E | @
T S BF© (O | (S-S Ferd Flers 2141 |

e Fieis 791 (2} The = (fears | @feat ais
A6 BTJ (I O AN, e ©fF At @ (06F 7R
e e | 3w colNiT e ol wiies), cofearz’te
Ol ege i 41| e RRE sicg, widie i 2eet
S fRiieTote Stz | (1% oithE R @few w2 e
o4 SR 1, Sivet CIeTRFG 72, @ifEe | dgd s
32 (IR Aoyl azd e | @SR recognise
e cofeaitas ... afew comiT A a1 9ot SpR
T2 Wity G Tf2 Wity Y1 AR wice, 5= 7 o< g9
(207 symptom, (B! (@A | ([FRCH! ({019 | Ol
7o 4 9 23 41 99 2 | G (&A1 W body @ fight
= itz | ez =isre fight R =R ? 120! St
Sifsl U139 €530e TS |BIRE [FFE 2 Diagnosis F |
Diagnosis $919 2I12® 9% /(51 (7 SIfvRl G230! 19|
i Allopathic ©13s3 ©i® °t31 diagnosis (A&l
23, ifiereifde @es), oI SIEmS ofs o'
@l | 3799 A e T, @It (of= | oz e Tt o
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(1% 2 | (200! (R F'0e, SIYEMS TR T |
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(OIS TS J2© 52 fra o< “of'et’, energetic prob-
lem | 9fot® diagnosis (ZI1T *llwe(z treat I
o{If3 | W% I S Feld @ @@ ed Rens [ i,
9’1 50 called @@ @l [enis [ wiltg, o wdiRes &
iy, G2f9ene @l 312 recognize F[W, cefowiz
2 O @2 e I B A | [ would like to be more
empathetic, I would like to be more caring. I would
like to be more kind, I would be like to be more
helping. So @3 RiRes g, W2 [t @61 3
o 5%..... “97 ... T3 1" @enz wifR %% 1 So |
need to work on that, if you really like. So first
recognize your weakness and accept it that you
have it. There is nothing wrong or right about it.
Wrong and right is at social construct. Spiritual
©IAI @I wrong and right i3 | Sl @&, wrong
3l right, it is not acceptable in spiritual world.
There is only qualities. All of them are qualities. ©¥
FeITS, OF esiFerz IIfi| ¥ (NHERes a2 3,
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©iF AAize ke S5 S0 (o W 3 @il 11,
(RN I3 (AP BIRANCS, (FRTH! Sifea1aa et
(oS wiifza a (@ breathing practice <1,
meditation ¥l | 7 (1 FRTeT (o @Al prob-
lem w2, <41 1 7t ©) consequence A ©f¥ 74 #1a
211, 61 (ARl | (&2eTe T W (OISR problem 1%,
crime $<1| No problem, Go. But you have to go
to jail. You will suffer. If that is okay with you,
then what is the problem ? There is no problem.
But you do not. Some people don’t care, some
people care. ®INF @ quality Site @
Tl gell, 4, CRRAT @ie oF e | w2 Free
ol 191G | e GRS @@ I8 7% | iR qERes
SR FINCACR W2 41N AR ©leeh! (2 e w52
SIS A et 6 98 | SIS ez FiRCeieR 31 (oAies ap-
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(o€ afre RS Tl wieR, S KA oeTe ©fF
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e | Py g Sifoge 12 9174 | 71319 #iiwe fied 1
@ “SINIR A 47 Sl @A60s....” (9€ I - “Sifil
2rs it (SINRe TTieal T30S AR (372 3 TG L So
love both the person who kills and who is killed,
you have to have the ability to love both.
PRI BTG (P FRE (@ Ng2S N TR
Offl .... COINIT duty = GIRTH! S| coraiT w4 T2z
(120! | afal sjfeib 24 S, N2 Sl AR sjfeive
Gt SRR I (il 7R, 9t THAR 7R teaching
© (AR RT3 @RI |50 R 26k ©fe
1% 31 {pitea A 2izal a3 i #ii2 #jfeive T, selierda
I R R IR, (DECEAIS (el efermR =i
% Yelitg 7123 | (969 SR FiR0! | Military © 5°e
ofl 37e 2wk | 3t 3% = | (9€ &+ warrior,
CTEes! I FR32 AR | e gl w=f[al, “93 s
ATl TR e 723 | (o8 wifkrz, (T AR SIS
self defence © 52 (9% ¥ | There is no hatred.
“aTeg, o, g, @2 fonb! f&fn Aiers @2 @i arpRe
TR (& (A10R | F1eer] e eTifaia, gelf =i e,
«3 {5 arFacel, @bl «fF 2061 723, all of them to-
gether, Right? 2 7 i3 #iia |

gt - BN, Wi g o Stz

et ZUERH - o, (SIS ice =NR] @i |

A - Sir, (N 951 Question T# (T because
yfeRitscs R discussion 2'# B9 theory FIte1 Tl
ST | (V¥ question 8 theoretical €T3 1RIE Stu-
dents f4f% Mricchakatika #i6i2 ®1it2l by Shudrak.
e 2rRes - Yes, [ know.

TR/ - So Sir, when I teach the students
‘Mricchakatika’ and when I again need to teach
them ““Rasa theory’. Sir how should I teach them
Rasa Theory? Should I first show them the play,
then I should teach them or rather I should just go
on teaching them, because 52 @& #[Bs, 1 can-
not make them feel the play, so what should I do ?
wifreT =r=&A - Make them do the play, if possible.
3% scene @bl &A1, ©fF R 3fer 12w, cor
e wisdom i2ff &1 you explain to them.
Ask them to learn the lines, you give them exer-
cises, very simple ones, take the help of Shri Udoy
Shankar, just to help you out. Then, it will be easier
for them to understand and also for you to explain.
w1 fsli =3 | fea 512 Wi, witness e - @iz |
% SICH! TZCR actor I IV | O’ Al W@ | AW
Nava Rasa, Nava Bhava | 230 723 ? ([T ..... TF
e (T OIR) S ... 7 TR ANCRED! 32 220 |
B! SR S B! (ool S 997G FNCO! (Feio] | ot
O R SR dAce ©ikT e Ffaq i) w2
(LS TS A A1, OIS #/12 *FI< 9 SRR
3 o 7€, ©fF frirge 7, T |

=3 - Yes Sir.

oifwe1 2023 - And that is the first modern play, 7th
century, w23 &1 ?

=9 - Sir, date is actually uncertain but around
fifth century.

wiifreT U= - Sth century, 6th century, whatever.
First play which is written with the characters...
not kings and queens, you know. 14194 29 char-
acter 751 (123 29 modern play. 9ifts 31 ©ital
(3 9B T2z content of the play, AMIEF wwgjfel
% «BI T20% (@ play 24 G AZS ifS (FIAH PTe
play 44 3@ {83 #iItFl, audience I FFCd, R
17 | g 9919 Sioite ©ike 98 =°9 =15 | 312 (Aol ©fa
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@51 fS FfEw, cofowitg ! 2Ik Tz | 391 1308 OIF
consequence | 5ifStF W2 ©ItAl, 7F 961 scene
(=71, divide the students. 54 students Itz ¢
A - 60 students Sir.

wifet 2rRze - (SR 12) 60 ! My God !

wifret =221 - How do you handle sixty students, I
cannot handle ten. S2(5! 7259 €2[© #e18 (319 work-
shop @ |

T - H.S ©150 Sir.

wiifwer =rees - My God ! Sixty, hundred students ?
oh dear ! You know ! we should have atleast ten
times the professors number. Increase them. They
should not have more than twenty students under
them. Then they can focus. S2(5! (e @il |
312 NSD'S #[5i<te qi¢ il o g g students.
i (12 Rwews foege wem TR direction © | JTEH
3l 547 acting'® | 9%, TG W2 F A | (21R)
So if you divide the class into four groups into
fifteen each students. 8x>& = Yo JZ G| ? SFS
it ¢ v | (GREE 2R

(2. (AIFOI e SICHT T kel e Aol |
A66IT @Bl scene fel, 200! ABGIF BN @Bl scene
e, 0% cowicss | elesies g #ifbet, #ifp waien @ 930!
@370, then F12e% practice 34171 | SRS (OSEIE
2cel @A 619, STeps ©ie] 29 | (Ao 2Iee-RagE
3 i, cofeal e 37 ©ie 23 |

A - That means you are suggesting that =i side
by side performance studies '@ Sifa it |

wifwet 2t - Not side by side. I am saying while
teaching literature, see for me, literature ... one
way the writers have used metaphors and .... the
social construct and the interpersonal relationship,
similes, use of words and all that. But these are
the tools to talk about human being. Am I not right?
Othello, for example, for me Othello is a real hu-
man being. I have experienced him. For me, its
literature later. It is great literature but
Shakespeare did not create literature. Shakespeare
wrote a play as a human being. Then the pandits
came and they thought it is great which is true. It
is great literature but his intention was not to cre-
ate literature, I think. So is Shudrak. We do not

know him, we have not met him as person, who
might have died in 5th century itself. So, we do
not know no ? Why are we assuming that he has
written literature. It has got immense literary value,
that is true, which we recognize. But we can also
think, there is an option that he did not write lit-
erature, he wrote a play to make you understand
the social conditions and the interperson relation-
ships between these amazing two characters which
had been never written about. Before that, only
kings and queens were in the plays. So we want to
understand how these two people came together
and what happened between them. So, it is a hu-
man interaction written in Sanskrit language, right
? Then it is translated into English. So it cannot be
English literature in the first place. It is Sanskrit
literature. Whoever has translated that I am sure
he is a great scholarly person who has translated
well, in English. No doubt about it. But it is not
Shudrak then. It is his or hers, who has translated
it. Now it is a third hand thing. First hand (5! 72722 |
Third (&, F199 @feqt iy 73 =l student
f4efi@% | Third hand 2’5 | ©f¥ student ReFs
(ST e perspective (Bl SIfHE I ¢ o |
«fS3! e e| o) perspective@ (12061 ex-
plain *Rz| oe SuER $uFT BRI ADR A
Shakespeareq etz Shakespeare 3 &1 #(pa
AR | 12 #{BIteT WNivers '3 (12001 | FiRe 512 R/ e
2[R, (712061 (311 subjective view, | am expressing.
So third hand, fourth hand, fifth hand 3 (?@i2 1tz
#licg, I @fte IRl scholarly gz =iz a7, (o8
@it human being 3 connection K& 3fE 17, then
it may become again original.(372 199
Shakespeared €<= 3 ©fF play 28 (STATS (SFTIL
fa1f2 12 of's, fovg wiifs afsa @261 s {243 72 (06T
i & AR | aifors, Rrag ot «ith faw, cie
suggestion 29 (I &9l W2, ATTF! Ao e
3ferte1 ... see you don’t have to teach them, they
will understand. That’s the best way of teaching.
You will teach your perspective (@ 25! 91 GGl
205! W2 SifdrRl | 306! (T way (Z, COINIENee 925
T | (OMITARRS & 2 (IRCH! S (AR P ... Just

SIRTEARIIN/ 2035-333F /S 90



do this. Then give them two days that “learn the
lines, come here, direct yourself, don’t ask any-
body”, comitecE 3 Ol @2 dialogue
Fceits, stage direction (G f& & @y, so every-
body will perform today. How many minutes class
COINICePe 2

T+ - 1 hour.

wiifwel L= - | hour class, so 223 14 95! &kt9l
FfECe | @Bl unit © I w2 [WHG =i 2, w2
fSfiG1 = f=et, iidt w61 discussion e, 9% <51 515 |
@1 #ifate, [ wfce | cofewl second &-#i01 3f&
AT (3, oMo, M2U6 TR Oifdfece, 320e G
%fa0e1 | ©fF T @21 interpretation € 39) | (iR0BIE
3] I” Students3 & perspective (51 SR #AItE
teacher 9&, (N9 310 (2 | Teacher G& & stu-
dents ¥ independence (IS 3 {13 2

2 fafaf 3feee e o1 EiRRM eie @
& | SieEt (& (R critical faculty & S9ild
2N | 12 ISR 3°6, 12146 second hand
knowledge 2°# | First hand knowledge (ef$aitz2a
@feat & fArag 3@ | 21 (o 3= oiw 3R iR
&9 wiere (AT 21 S| 52 A Italy 339U
T #Alole 12 9101 | ©fF 2IIR® (FIR1 @bl 2ol [taly R
“Oh my God, T4 411 (&9ll, ©2 (I Tfefer 17

TR @M, o 1

“gfexitz 3@ #licen 1

(312 ) T 7= A FAG! 2 TG A© 9} e
(ATERItES W2 R wifs fine 1, 51 Van Gogh
3 el artist 20 @9 I, GR CTWIRE #i17
Gt 2 So $f1 12112 T e, then 2SI, it will
be so much more beneficial for the students, and
you will also see, “Sitzl 312 Uit IfEfzeel, @2
ShATHICACHIN G2 &=’ | In a way, (ST
perspective(bi 3212 3 | «feq T 31 acting 2GRS,
T SABICE (FIeRNS FRNG | 72 1ol € (@ “ b, W 93
e, wifs w2eE MifFw et | 1 do not know
Sl IR AR AfF A @ wE 3 A, W%
TG GrNRE | wLifehe I (1K class © wiifzw), then
you are really interested to learn from me. But |
am also going to learn with you. I am not here to
teach you <194 you are a different individual. You

will do something which will give me another per-
spective. N FfRF @ (SETPIF, (AP I I
™ ? Globe 3fe1 B 71 G251 @Bt 3wy | aifScw,
19 9§f2FTe Witz 7.5 billion population. ATSFe
WieeE SRV @9 ([0 5P B, ISRAE b1,

that means there are 7.5 billion perspectives,
Sferel gew ofs Sfend (ofen = @feHl [@EeN
HiReATICE 52 IoH! (74l ofi€ | R el e
32 AeH! (vl 7ANG, At I eI 1S Sl @few w8
STSICH! (7l #ME, (SR (iR HIRarh! AR SIetE SR
Pl | (IRl TRl 3 onifi G201 BiK w3 stu-
dents 3 ST FEF TR AAIE | SRS AR
system (BIT3 GGl (T SIS (SEATE fiwees] Mag
RIS | S af et Grgal 1202 (@ plate © f 505G
Y22 a3 #iifaiR, cefenitg A% | (I Sia i (@ Gt
wee teacher It R (N (RS 7551 (T 92001
9 41 (IReH! 9 | (foe 797, fE A |

et - Sir, our syllabus and classes are structured
in a way that students even do not get the opportu-
nity.

wiifwel =r=gw - Correct. But now you have an op-
portunity because now you have only sixty. And
most of them won’t come, so you are happy ! (212)
TP - So, ultimately allowing the students to
exercise their brains by themselves, right ?
wifwet 2rRgs - Absolutely. See 4& ©id %, (R
e spiritual &%, (98 (A 757 (@ “COI G3BI
2’9, (12061 29, 93001 39, (120! 3917 (Ffoe 753 |
32 @A @Al ... “problem 2R (2R) “prob-
lem T2tz &% 2 & problem T2R?” (0€ @R &
[y

“BL!...... SR W] ... {35 W, 921 | 3f2 meditation
341, 3R Gl (@ solve FRN2” “927, You tell
me.” “Aha ! you find out, I am not going to tell. I
am giving you the tool. 2 (oII% wif2e ezl 727,
SIfEAIE! A2 341, e Gl 92001 Jgee 32 &
41 ©fbs, fsl [if it 1

g ol wd e Fie oo 2@ eveTs il
COICET | (RS @ | W IR (3 MR G061 51, (D!
341, RICH! =119 society T %@id | Spoon feeding, then
you cannot have a good person in the society. Then
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we will have copies, xerox copies. We do not want
xerox copies, we want independent people, no ?
S+t - Sir, 1 have another questions.

wiifwet =& - Hann, but quickly. [ have to rush, its
already one hour past.

A - So, since you just mentioned Othello,when
you performed Othello, did you face any language
barrier ?

wifweT 2r%2e - Of course ! I had to work hard, re-
ally hard. I had faced huge language barrier. I had
never done Shakespear in English in the first place
and my English was okay but pronounciations were
not good. So I thankfully had a voice and accent
teacher who taught me six hours a day, everyday
for one whole month. Fundamental block of a lan-
guage is consonant and vowels. There are how
many vowels in English language ?

A - a, e, i, 0, u. Five.

wifwal 222 - No, there are twenty two. You see
that’s the thing. We haven’t been taught. You haven’t
been taught also, [ know that. There are 22 to 23
vowels and there are 23 consonents. Which are
22 ? Okay, I will give you an example. There are
8 to 9 long vowels, (8wiRe *[{ @4aiR @) so
there are eight long vowels, short vowels another
eight, semi long vowels, then there are deep vow-
els, then there are shwaa. % itFice &7 i@l
1% % S ? G2 o1 TS 1ol Wi weT Tam |
was like 36 years of age, when I had to learn all
that. But I was mad. [ was like, I had to do it. And
practicing like “twaa” “dwaa”, you know ! voiced
consonants, unvoiced consonants, “th” spelled as
“thwaa” not “thaa” then “dwa” “fwaa”, “waaa”, you
know. So, i2fRens sfX 37 af% <y !
IR FIpiErR | olie 4112 o1f2 fifeate 53 | cofemiiez
ferei 7 | 7=’ PRl Albez A A el |
@R

TR 3@G 15 M3 wnfRcel | R 1f M 291 Bella
ifoa ez 1% | So practice FFRE (FEE A2
So, I think there was a huge problem, but I had to
work hard. And thank god ! that comes from my
dad, I will say, working hard and with sincerity.

Ol #H1Z® GEREAIR (I I SilfEd, Tl AlRer o AR |
Soad 0N RifFCRl | «fsat (11 Star Talks ST,
British accent® 2R @2« $f1 @iit’l | May 25 ©if{td
3% ZCAGCE (9] TR |

TareTire *ft - 2zceres Othello 41 T2feete 2
wifiret 2reRe - o' |

gt - Othello % bital 920 =3 [0 2

it TrREH - TR PR |

TTRTH - @51 last 29, SR Cinema S9ifd 32 3
%facz| The Adil Hussain has done very less num-
ber of Assamese films.

wifwet grees - Accha ! ‘the’ in front of my name !
TMF - Yes obviously ! Sir, why is it so !

wiifwet =rRgs - [ don’t get good scripts. Stories are
brilliant, stories have no problem, problem is with
the scripting. Story is a form. There are amazing
short stories, brilliantly written, €=/ but the
medium of cinema is dependent on the art of script
writing, screenplay. Screenplay is very very very
poor. Now some people for example Rima Das 3l
Bhaskar Hazarika they are good. Rima specially.
YR IS PR o103, just shoot ¢ | And (P2& LT
(STICR IR #11fRa 2 B! il w2 Stz | oi%e 2 ReiE
w©ie script f&104, but he focuses on dark aspects of
human being, so I am not very happy about it. But
I am probably doing his next film.
TR - S T TR ST #ATRlE IR (AT,
(FIT T 2

wifwet 2r=es - | don’t know how to do screenplay, I
justknow a little bit of acting.

T'MWF - Or if you want to act in any of the
assamese novels ?

wiifwet 2reae - | have to find a good script writer
and that script writer has to be an Assamese, to
understand Assamese, the nuances, the humour,
the life, the society, ©f< 9otz screenplay © @ifaa
AT |

TSt - But any particular Novel you have in
thought ?

wiwel 2r=an - | have one story which I want to do. I
have taken the rights also. SIgalm™ (71 (AAERIE

(SRR 2085-33 3 /v a8



Tl 2T |
TR - Sir, we have films like ‘Amis and
Kothanodi’. ‘And then when I go and watch mov-
ies like Parasite, from Korean film industry and
they are getting Oscars. Sir, it is high time to
change the decision makers what movie to send
to Oscars.
wiifrel e - Ya, absolutely. I agree with you. (31f2)
Decision makers are chosen by the preva-
lent Government, mostly. And sometimes they are
good, sometimes they are terrible. Really bad, you
know. Even National awards. Who is the board of
Chairman of the jury that influences who is going
to get National awards. So, these are political
decissions mostly, even Oscars. Oscars is a big
game. You need lot of money to promote. For
example, “Village Rockstars” 6i’#, 52
publicly #°¢e7l (@ Rima Das should be given at least
five to ten crores, to promote the film. The film
is made for near about one crore, but you need ten
crores in order to make sure that 3000 voters
those who vote in Oscars can watch the film. You
have to hire auditorium. @SRl e w2y,
AR e wifEa, (oA (o2gem, (@l aem |
YrOFAIEE. (AR =Ifol, oS Y97 =ifsiw, wine g
#1513, then they will watch the movie. Sf¥7ize t5l
(#5112 secretly vote 7 | R FIaCd America¥ Cali-
fornia ©3%® 49% ©12 | Government ¢ (Sfed &

@ «F @I 531 1| TDS Fifb (o2 2ol wo A4
5Pl | wo &1 e <pfsar? Ol (AN 4R (OIS & WTh
12 5t | 5ifet@ Government @ It 2R 7FI WF
©l%q producer F9¢ (&izgy bl w27, cofenR’E
el chance w12 SPTTRI 27 Oscars 76 GG |
“|f3120%, % O3 #Ifze nomination (ARICH! STEA |
«feat Bhutan 3 29 946 #1202 | They must have put
lot of hard work, promotion S i5t¢ | But ©le] %21
(¥ ©I993¥9 949 documentary nominate
7arz, ‘“Writing with Fire’. That’s a good thing.

9l - B9, (N9 Re¥ ol 7012, just @bl comment.
Viwerse OSSRl * 5 oferSl AR Fse
sfifeleee | (9€ GaR T TiEet @foal G S Gl
RG] (< 24, (ofeql NgRes 7 i 2o oo
e ' A | SlfS Sl @l #AiE G Al @
S ool AEF 5t e |

wifreT 2r2&s - No way ............ But I wish it is true.
But 19 teacher @ StF (@#9CF 39 that you
should never bring it together. If you start earning
money by doing what you love, then there is a pos-
sibility that you might get corrupted. You should
do something you love without taking money. You
should not receive any money from doing what
you love to do. Earn some money doing some-
thing stupid. (2/®)

g3t - Thank you so much Sir.

wifwe1 0%z - Thank you all. g
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