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Sex defines a person’s biological and anatomical being with
which he or she is born. It points out to physical characteristics
of an organism. Facial and reproductive organs are
determinants of one’s sex i-e breasts development after
puberty is a female trait and beard a male characteristic. Sex
can be identified from the time of birth by their reproductive
organs. Sex organs are primary factors of recognition.
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Contrarily to biological makeup, the way these distinguished
members have to behave in a particular environment defines
their genders. Hence gender is an artifact of social, cultural and
biological factors which are attained during socialization of an
individual throughout his or her life.
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SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF GENDER (f&135t 4Br
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Gender is socially constructed and a result of socio-
cultural  influences throughout an  individual's
development. Gender identity can be affected by, and is
different from one society to another depending on the
way the members of society evaluate the role of females
and males. Our gender identity can be influenced from the
ethnicity of the group, their historical and -cultural
background, family values and religion.
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The idea of social construction of gender sees society, not
biological sex differences, as the basis for gender identity.
There are many different processes by which the
expectations associated with being a boy or a girl is passed
on through society. The social construction of gender
could be further been seen by the way parents behave to
their children, by their expectations about how their
children should behave and act, and by the toys they buy
for them. For example girls are supposed to play with dolls
and be emotional and boys are supposed to play with toys
like guns, cars and be aggressive and rational. Therefore
clothes, toys, and even the language used with young
children follow the trend of stereotyping gender. Children
learn by modeling and the messages they receive and act
accordingly.
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