The functions of sociology
The function of sociology are :

(i) It examines the relationships between individual and society , social action and
social relations and the impact of society on man.

(ii) It studies society in a scientific way. It provides scientific knowledge about
human society.

(iii) It provides scientific knowledge for better understanding and planning of
society.

(iv) It helps in the solving social problems. Scientific study of society enables to

control the conditions of social life and improve them.
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Q. EXPLAIN SOCIOLOGY AS SCIENCE. (STNIG([IeaIN < fIear« fREICY 545 FH1 1)
ANSWER:

e Sociology is a science to the extent that it develops a body of organized verified knowledge
which is based on scientific investigation. Sociology forsakes myth, folklore and bases its
conclusions on scientific evidence.
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e The social behavior of men can be studied through scientific investigation as any other natural

phenomenon. It employs scientific methods as schedule, questionnaire, interview and case



history which apply quantitative measurements to social phenomenon and which are therefore
comparable to the method of experimentation.
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It tries to determine the relations between different parts or factors of social life. It tries to

deduce general laws from a systematic study of its material.
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The conclusions drawn from the study of sociological principles are applied to the solution of
social problems. Sociology is thus a science concerning man. Sociology frame laws and attempts
to predict.
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It tries to discover laws that are generally applicable regardless of variations in culture. Sociology

also delineates cause-effect relationships as it tries to find an answer to how as well as why of
social processes and relationships.
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Also some of the scholars argue that human beings cannot be measured in a scientific way as

everyone’s understanding of society is unique to them and made up of the interactions that
they have with others.
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In comparison to the natural sciences, where elements with similar properties will reactin a
predictable manner, human beings will not. If a piece of iron is heated, regardless of the size or
the colour or the density, the same reactions will occur, whereas humans from the same social
class, ethnic group, gender or age, will react differently based upon their understanding of
events.
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Thus it can be concluded that though sociology cannot be as exact or natural as physical science

but it is an abstract science which aim is the acquisition of knowledge.
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