TRANSITION DEBATE ON FEUDALISM TO CAPITALISM (Maurice dobb and Paul
Sweezy)
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Maurice Dobb: English historian and economist. He wrote The Evolution of Capitalism: Studies
in the Development of Capitalism. Marxist in nature, the book discusses the emergence,
stabilisation, growth, and demise of the capitalist mode of production. EXE|IeT WIS
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Dobb's thesis: The primary cause of the collapse of the feudal system was the pressure that
manors put on peasants to the point where they required larger incomes. In other words, the
excessive exploitation of slaves and the resulting class tensions led to the destruction of
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Along with other minor factors (such as demographic and commercial considerations), the
system's inherent contradictions led to the widespread flight of the fields and the ensuing popular
uprisings, which eventually resulted in the gradual collapse of feudalism in the West and the
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At the time, Dobb was the principal opponent of the widely held belief that the collapse of the
feudal system was primarily caused by the rise of European trade. < (12 JNT© LR
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In the context of class conflict, or the relationship between lord and servant, Maurice defined
feudalism. According to him, it is via this social tension that the primary processes of change that

will enable capitalism to advance and allow the Feudal System to crumble will emerge.
Dobb disagreed with the notion that the crisis of feudalism was primarily caused by commercial
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1. In the economically underdeveloped regions of Western Europe, feudal obligations to the
servants were originally waning; (IRPTREAT SO ATNBOI 2P NHIZO! AANCS
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2. Several regions of the continent saw a rebirth of feudalism, which included long-distance
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3. In England, for instance, the rise in wages and land leasing did not coincide with a rise in
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4. He showed through examples that there was a worsening of servitude in diverse settings
of commercial expansion, proving that there was no correlation between market

expansion and the end of servitude (which for him is the same as Feudalism). IGIq
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He claimed that the primary cause of the feudal production mode's crisis and fall was the

inadequacy of feudalism as a productive system, coupled with the feudal lords' increasing
demands for revenue. One of the key causes of feudalism's demise was the growing demand to

take riches from the subservient stratum. (93T (W, NAVAGIFII RIS TATYAS IS
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The requirement for feudal lords to purchase opulent items to uphold their social status resulted
in an increase in the pressure on the servants. The primary element, according to Dobb's theory,
was not the rise in commerce or the modification of aristocracy behaviour, but rather the

response of the lower classes to the rise in servile exploitation. (TIFIHAPAS 3AH© CEEIRIS
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Class conflict was the primary cause of the collapse of the feudal system. The widespread
movement of escape from the camps and the public upheavals that followed as a result of the
heightened manor pressure to extract larger wages from the servants forced some gentlemen to

restore their previous working relationships. BINRISlIES RICI AT YAo38 W AN
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Other times, the nobles looked for a variety of remedies to the labour shortage on their land, such
as renting land to the peasants who were forced to sell the goods they produced.

This marked the start of a capitalist relationship that gradually took over space in both urban and
countryside craft production.
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PAUL SWEEZY - American historian and economist. one who rejects Dobb's theory.
SWEEZY'S THEORY:: The commercial expansion between the 11th and 14th centuries, which
was an external element to the feudal system, which did not have trade as a formulation of
typical economic organisation, and was unable to create internal conditions of a contradiction
that dissolved the system itself, was, in this author's opinion, the fundamental factor of the

dissolution of feudalism, which allowed the rise of capitalism. STNRPIN WLNSTH WE
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The surge in production for exchange that would have resulted from the expansion of long-
distance trade would have been fundamentally at odds with the feudal ideal of production for

consumption. AT MRS Ao R SRRy [RNTYe 7 Seomw g (oxe
HIROACECOA, IR A VYAV HNBOIFF 1o ote JF CNiferds [Regasyie
RECR(OA |

Sweezy believed that trade facilitated the emergence of cities and early manufacturing,
contributed to the migration of servants into the cities, and ultimately made it impossible for
feudalism and the production system to coexist in Western Europe. ﬁF\W |, TeT
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Sweezy came to the conclusion that the emergence of market-oriented trade and production,
which eventually proved to be insurmountable to the feudal social system, was responsible for its

demise. Additionally, feudalism would not have existed in the 15th and 16th centuries (as Dobb
assumed), but rather a pre-capitalist commercial industry that was neither feudal nor capitalist.
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