Diversity in India

Language

India is one of unique countries in the world that has the legacy of diversity of
languages. The Constitution of India has recognised 22 official languages. Multilingualism is
the way of life in India as people in different parts of the country speak more than one
language from their birth and learns additional languages during their life time. Though
officially there are 122 languages, Peoples Linguistic Survey of India has identified 780
languages, of which 50 are extinct in past five decades.

The twenty two languages that are recognised by the Constitution are: Assamese,
Bengali, Bodo, Dogri,Gujarati, Hindi, Kashmiri, Kannada, Konkani, Maithili, Malayalam,

and recognition by Government of India. The classical languages Have wrjt oral
history of more than 1000 years. In comparison to these, English is véhy yo s it has the
history of only 300 years.

In 1991 the Census of India listed 1576 mother tongugs’ with separate grammatical
structures and 1796 speech varieties that is classified oth mothe'zngues’. In 1956
reorganisation of states in India was carried out with lingutStie, boundarfes that had its own
script. Sardar Vallab Bhai Patel, the then home minister played“key role in formation and
amalgamation of states based on linguistic attrib@tes. The language policy of India has been
pluralistic, giving priority to the use of mother to in admipgdstration, education and other
fields of mass communication. The La ofMinistry of Human Resource
Development is set up to implement an nguage policy.
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